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Agenda 

 
MEETING OF THE MINTURN TOWN COUNCIL 

Minturn Town Center, 302 Pine Street 

Minturn, CO 81645 • (970) 827-5645 

 

Wednesday August 3, 2016 
 

Work Session – 5:00pm 

Regular Session – 6:30pm 
  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When addressing the Council, please state your name and your address for the record prior to providing your 

comments. Please address the Council as a whole through the Mayor. All supporting documents are available for 

public review in the Town Offices – located at 302 Pine Street, Minturn CO 81645 – during regular business hours 

between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. 

 

Work Session – 5:00 – 6:30 pm 

 

1. Discussion – Water issues – Powell/Brunvand  

2. Discussion of Fire District Training Facility and upcoming lease IGA – Powell 

3. Update on TAP grant application – Powell 

4. Council Priorities, as discussed at Retreat – Powell 

  

Regular Session – 6:30 pm 

 

1. Call to Order  

 Roll Call 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 Items to be Pulled or Added 

 

 

   

 

MAYOR – Matt Scherr             
MAYOR PRO TEM – Earle Bidez 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

Terry Armistead 

Harvey Craig 

Sidney Harrington 

Sage Pierson 

John Widerman 
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3. Liquor License Authority 

 The Bunkhouse approval of a new Tavern Liquor license; 175 Williams St.; Ryan 

Richards, Owner/Manager – Brunvand  

 

 Town of Minturn-Minturn Market Request for Special Event Permit; 175 

Williams St.; Michelle Metteer, Town Economic Dev Coordinator – Brunvand 

 

4. Approval of Minutes 

 July 20, 2016 

 

5. Public comments on items, which are NOT on the agenda (5-minute time limit per 

person) 

 

6. Special Presentations  

 2016 State Legislative Update – Rep Diane Mitsch Bush, District 26 

 Committee Reports  

 

 

 

 

7. Discussion/Action Item:  Resolution 20 – 2016 a Resolution approving CUP 05-

2016 at 107 Williams St. – Hawkinson  

 

8. Discussion Item:  Boneyard Conservation Easement Plan – Hawkinson 

 

 

 

 

9. Town Planner 

 PUD Concept Plan for 947 Main 

 Zoning Code Text Amendment 

 

10. Town Manager 

 Manager’s Report 

 Budget Calendar review and direction 

 

11. Town Council Comments 

 

12. Town Attorney 

 

 

 

 

13. Next Meeting – August 17, 2016 

 

14. Future Meetings:  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

PUBLIC HEARINGS, DISCUSSION, AND ACTION ITEMS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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 Review of Minturn Water Rates 

 Review of overnight parking at Eagle River Park 

 Boneyard Management plan and conservation easement 

 Work Session on housing 

 

15. Set Future Meeting Dates 

a) Council Meetings: 

 August 17, 2016 

 September 7, 2016 

 September 21, 2016 

 

16. Other Dates:  

 

17. Adjournment 
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COMMUNICATION PLAN  
 
Per directive from the July 25, 2016 Town Council Retreat, Communications is one of Minturn’s 
top-three priorities.  
 
Council and staff will need to lay the foundation for a strategic approach to the communication 
plan. The EXTERNAL plan will emphasize the municipality’s commitment to open, two-way 
dialogue in an effort to collaboratively engage citizens. The INTERNAL plan will emphasize staff 
and Council communication to properly relay facts and findings for high-level decision making. 
 
COMMUNICATION GOALS (for revision by Council) 
  

 Open dialogue  

 Engage citizens early 

 Communicate openly, honestly and proactively 

 Provide clear, relevant Information 

 Keep citizens informed, and provide notice of change 

 Be responsive and ensure follow up 

 Celebrate success but be honest about failures 

 Educate democratic process 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle Metteer, CMC 
Economic Development 

Deputy Clerk 
Minturn Market  
Special Events 

P.O. Box 309  302 Pine Street 
Minturn, CO 81645 

970-827-5645 
mmetteer@minturn.org 

www.gominturn.com 

Town Council 
Mayor – Matt Scherr 

Mayor Pro Tem – Earle Bidez 
Council Members: 
Terry Armistead 

Harvey Craig 
Sidney Harrington 

Sage Pierson 
John Widerman 
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Draft Outline – for the Communication Plan (starting point to begin the creation of a plan): 
 

I. Audiences 
a. Internal Audiences 

i. Council 
ii. Manager 

iii. Attorney 
iv. Staff 
v. Other 

 
b. External Audiences 

i. Minturn citizens 
ii. Business community 

iii. Local non-profits 
iv. Schools 
v. Churches 

vi. Tourists 
 

II. Communication Tools (Clear guidelines required for the: utilization of platforms, 
timeframes, budget, stakeholders, decision making, etc.) 
 

a. Internal Communication Tools 
i. Staff meetings 

ii. Project reviews by staff  
iii. Email 
iv. Council highlights (for utilization in staff meetings) 
v. Word of mouth (risky as can lead to errors and misinformation) 

 
b. External Communication Tools 

i. Council meetings (review rules of engagement with public to ensure 
necessary level of professionalism and integrity) 

ii. Websites 
iii. Social media 
iv. Advertising 
v. Letters 

vi. Open Houses 
vii. Signage 

viii. Telephone 
ix. Surveys 
x. Events 

xi. Bulletin Boards 
xii. Utilities mailing 

xiii. Newsletter 
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III. Communication Procedures  

 
a. Internal Procedures 

i. Guidelines for using the right tools at the right time 
ii. Council receives complete information, in a standard format from staff 

for informed decision-making 
iii. Ensure communication is a standing agenda point on all relevant 

meetings, and that the interaction and feedback routes are clearly 
mapped between all forums 
 

b. External Procedures 
i. Timeline format 

1. Annual (Ex: State of the Town Report) 
2. Quarterly and as-needed (Ex: Construction updates, projects, 

grants) 
3. Monthly (Ex: Events, Council and staff messages, new 

programs/opportunities as they arise) 
4. Ad hoc (for specific purposes) 
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Official Minutes 

 
MEETING OF THE MINTURN TOWN COUNCIL 

Minturn Town Center, 302 Pine Street 

Minturn, CO 81645 • (970) 827-5645 

 

Wednesday July 20, 2016 
 

Work Session – 5:30pm 

Regular Session – 6:30pm 
  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These minutes are formally submitted to the Town of Minturn Town Council for approval as the official written 

record of the proceedings at the identified Council Meeting.  Additionally, all Council meetings are tape-recorded 

and are available to the public for listening at the Town Center Offices from 8:30am – 2:00 pm, Monday through 

Friday, by contacting the Town Clerk at 970/827-5645 302 Pine St. Minturn, CO 81645. 

 

Work Session – 5:30 – 6:30 pm 

 

  Update and discussion with Tim McGuier, Battle Mountain Resort, as relates to 

development in the Bolts Lake area – Powell  

 

Regular Session – 6:30 pm 

 

1. Call to Order  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Scherr at 6:30pm. 

 

 Roll Call 

 

Those present included: Mayor Matt Scherr and Town Council members, Harvey Craig, Terry 

Armistead, Earle Bidez, Sidney Harrington, John Widerman and Sage Pierson.  

 

Staff present: Town Manager Willy Powell, Clerk/Treasurer Jay Brunvand, Town Planner Janet 

Hawkinson, and Town Attorney, Jeff Conklin. 

 

MAYOR – Matt Scherr             
MAYOR PRO TEM – Earle Bidez 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

Terry Armistead 

Harvey Craig 

Sidney Harrington 

Sage Pierson 

John Widerman 
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 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 Items to be Pulled or Added   

 

Request to add Resolution 19 – Series 2016 in support of the Tap Grant application as item 8a 

 

Motion by Sage P., second by Sidney H., to approve the agenda as amended. Motion passed 7-0.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 July 6, 2016 

 

Item 13 council comments: third paragraph add the Battle Mountain project to the project list. 

Second sentence should be cleaned up with stating potential outcomes based on the developer’s 

needs.  

 

Motion by John W., second by Terry., to approve the minutes of July 6, 2016 as amended. 

Motion passed 7-0. 

 

4. Public comments on items, which are NOT on the agenda (5-minute time limit per 

person) 

 

Ms. Shelley Bellm, 470 Pine St, stated the revised Battle Mountain Resort project should be a 

very public and open process. She recommended doing away with the Worksession during the 

meetings and then having the meeting start earlier to allow for recording of those discussions. 

She noted the annexation documents are no longer available on the Town website and asked that 

they be placed back up with a link from the main page. She expressed concern with the 35acre 

parcels and stated it would negatively affect the town Enterprise Fund. She stated the proposed 

MOU is requesting up to 700 units in the Bolts Lake area however that area has only 7 acres of 

buildable land without substantial ground mitigation.  

 

Ms. Liz Campbell, 512 Main St, commented: 

 on CDOT and how their job is to move traffic and how this will affect her property with 

the highway development.  

 She commented on the parking issues in town and stated the town does not have limits on 

commercial or corporate vehicles which are allowed to park on residential property.  

 She felt some of the commercial operations in the town do not have the parking they are 

required. Which can negatively affect the adjacent neighbors and the neighborhood as 

well as property values. She felt this was important for residential buyers as it affects the 

enjoyment of their property over the years.  

 Willy noted CDOT allows up to 16ft wide driveways. He stated the wider the driveway 

cut the less room is available for on street parking. Ms. Campbell noted that a wider 

driveway cut to allow more off-street parking is more beneficial than a narrow cut and 

two on street spaces along the property line. 
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Matt S. asked Liz to work with CDOT on her concerns as relates to the proposed street 

improvements and if she cannot get the desired results that she can come back to the Town and 

see what can be mitigated at that level.  

 

Mr. Frank Lorenti, 1081 Main St, discussed the proposed parking options and how he felt would 

negatively affected the on street parking and that during the hearings and one on one discussion 

the Town was not listening to the citizens, again. He encouraged CDOT to come in and claim 

their entire Right of Way which would clear up any and all question as to ownership. He 

discussed the lack of code enforcement in town. He discussed water rates and stated he felt that 

some are not paying their share of the water rates. 

 

Council commented that Mr. Lorenti at times has some good comments but requested him to be 

constructive and civil with his comments by not unethically name calling staff, council, or 

citizens. 

 

5. Special Presentations  

 Committee Reports  

 

John W. noted a Vail Bravo concert event to be held at Maloit Park on August 6 at 2pm.  

 

 

 

 

6. Discussion/Action Item: Ordinance No. 3 – Series 2016 (Second Reading) 

Amendment to the Dimensional Standards for the Cross Creek Character Area 

– Hawkinson 

 

Janet H. outlined the Ordinance for Second Reading. 

 

Public Hearing opened. 

 

Mr. Lou Meskimen, 23694 Hwy 24, asked of the price range for the proposed units. It was noted 

the prices have not been set as they are still working on costs but that they would be priced at 

market rate.  

 

Public Hearing closed. 

 

Motion by Earle B., second by Sage P., to approve Ordinance No. 3 – Series 2016 (Second 

Reading) Amendment to the Dimensional Standards for the Cross Creek Character Area as 

presented. Motion passed 7-0 

 

7. Discussion/Action Item:  Ordinance 4 – Series 2016 (Second Reading) Approval 

of a Final Plat for the Cross Creek Subdivision – Hawkinson 

 

Janet H. outlined the Ordinance. She noted Exhibit B was reworded as directed at First Reading 

to be more clear based on comments received during First Reading from adjacent neighbors.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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The applicant outlined what the changes entailed and how they addressed all of the adjacent 

neighbors’ concerns on noise, light, etc. It was noted the Exhibit B in the packet has been 

modified. Discussion ensued as to the berm allowed by CDOT, wrapping it around the south side 

of the property which would affect the ability of the town to access our easement to the water 

plant road and gate. It was noted that the berm is either in CDOT right-of-way or USFS, it is not 

on the applicant’s property and would only benefit the applicant’s development. It was agreed to 

approve the project as presented with the additional condition that the applicant work with staff, 

USFS, ECO Transit, and CDOT to work the berm question to the benefit of all parties with the 

appropriate agreements in place.  

 

Public Hearing was opened 

 

No Public comment 

 

Public hearing was closed 

 

Motion by Terry A., second by Sage P., to approve Ordinance 4 – Series 2016 (Second Reading) 

Approval of a Final Plat for the Cross Creek Subdivision as amended. Motion passed 7-0 

 

 Condition #10: The landscape berm may be extended past where the property’s southern 

property line intersects with HWY 24 upon approval by the Town Planner, after 

consultation with the USFS, CDOT, Eco Transit, Minturn Public Works Dept, and the 

Developer. 

 

8. Discussion/Action Item:  Resolution 18 – 2016 A Resolution approving a 

Subdivision Improvements Agreement on the Cross Creek Subdivision - 

Hawkinson 

 

Janet H. updated the Council on the Resolution.  

 

Discussion ensued as to 5(j) on the agreement and why it was specific to “Dogs on the 

Construction site”?  

 

Motion by John W., second by Sage P., to approve Resolution 18 – 2016 A Resolution approving 

a Subdivision Improvements Agreement on the Cross Creek Subdivision as amended. Motion 

passed 7-0 

 Amendment: drop 5(j) excluding dogs from the site. 

 

8A. Discussion/Action Item:  Resolution 19 – 2016 A Resolution of support for a 

Colorado Dept of Transportation Transportation Alternatives Grant approving 

a Subdivision Improvements Agreement on the Cross Creek Subdivision – 

Powell 

 

Willy P. outlined the Resolution. He noted this was to prioritize what section of the sidewalk 

construction they would undertake first. This resolution is to support the Town’s application 

for a 20/80 grant from CDOT. This grant would be in conjunction with the CDOT rebuild of 
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the highway repaving project scheduled in 2018. This would allow us to get the funding in 

line prior to the work being done in 2018 and no funds would be expended until 2018.  

 

Discussion ensued as to the long term benefits as well as the desire to do projects in 

conjunction with when we have ability to receive grants.  

 

Motion by Earle B., second by Sage P., to approve Resolution 19 – 2016 A Resolution of 

support for a Colorado Dept of Transportation Transportation Alternatives Grant approving a 

Subdivision Improvements Agreement on the Cross Creek Subdivision as presented. Motion 

passed 7-0. 

 

 

 

 

9. Town Planner 

 Design Review Approval of Residential Duplex 1131 &1133 Main Street 

  

Janet H. updated the Council on other projects that are moving through the process. 

 

Matt S. noted Council is receiving emails from the Planning Dept that do not elevate to the 

Council level and should be handled at the staff level. This way, if the event raises to the level of 

Council they can maintain a nonbiased position. 

 

10. Town Manager 

 Manager’s Report 

 

Main Street Engineering Project 

Council approved Alternative E for Segment 2, which includes parking and sidewalks of 6” in 

width.  If the town is successful in receiving grant funds, Council also approved Segment 2 as 

the top priority for construction.  Stolfus Engineering has forwarded to CDOT plans for Segment 

E to assure parallel parking in Segment 2 can be approved.  We don’t want to progress with 

engineering plans, only to have CDOT deny the plans at a later date.  Additionally, the town 

wants the public to know we plan to have sidewalks continuous on both sides of Main St. from 

1st St. to Boneyard.  However, we cannot promise a schedule for completion because of funding 

challenges.  

 

Dowd Junction 

Appraisals 

The appraisals were received by the Forest Service last week and are being reviewed by the FS 

appraisal staff for adequacy.  If approved, the town will then be able to have copies of the 

appraisals.  The next step would be to see if the appraised values are acceptable to the two 

owners.  

 

Request for Qualifications due July 15 

COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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The RFQ deadline for submittal is Friday, July 15, thus we will be able to report to Council at 

the meeting on the results. One proposal was received and council will be advised once it is 

reviewed by the committee.  

 

Water Service to the Dowd Site 

As you may recall from the last meeting I updated Council on the REDI grant.  In the original 

application we applied for an 80/20 grant match.   The purpose is to provide an engineering plan 

for constructing a water main to Dowd.  After making application the DOLA grant administrator 

contacted me to see if the town could match at 50/50 because of the heavy competition for the 

program.  I reluctantly agreed to the 50/50 because some money is better than none. It is likely 

we will know if Minturn is awarded the grant before the meeting. 

 

Meeting with Attorney Mike Sawyer and consultant Tom Glass regarding Dowd Schedule 

We have developed a draft schedule as follows. 

 4-6 weeks out – Chambers appraisal accepted by USFS RO / Decision to move forward 

with acquisition by WRNF 

 6-7 weeks out – Get USFS to issue appraisal instructions for Dowd Junction 

 6-10 weeks out – Negotiate option agreement for Chambers properties 

 6-10 weeks out – Start work on exchange agreement with USFS 

 4-5 months out – USFS receives and approvals appraisal on  Dowd Junction 

 5-6 months out – execute exchange agreement with USFS 

 5-6 months out – USFS starts obtaining clearances 

 12 months out – close on Dowd Junction and Chambers properties 

 

Dowd to Minturn Bike Trail 

We are scheduling a meeting with the State Land Board to learn more of the plans to potentially 

site CDOT Maintenance on the site across from VR Boneyard and to determine if the town can 

have an easement through the site that works with any future plans for the site. 

 

Discussion ensued as to the bike path on railroad land in the Minturn Road/County Road area 

and the possibility that railroad land would be available for development on the land between 

Minturn Road and Taylor Ave.  

 

Willy P. noted the retreat on Monday. Although it is a public meeting it is a Council Retreat so 

the public may attend but there will not be comment periods. 

 

Willy P. noted they had met with Holy Cross and they are zeroing in on an alinement that would 

include burying some of the line through Minturn.  

 

Willy P. noted we had received a $99,826.00 50/50 REDI grant. The state has committed up to 

$49,913 and the Town will allocate up to the same amount in matching funds.  

 

 Action Report 
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11. Town Council Comments 

 

Matt S. noted an upcoming meeting that might be of interest to the Water Committee. An email 

will be forwarded to the committee for them to possibly attend.  

 

Matt S. asked about the water rates in the Enterprise Fund. Jay B. stated he had recently 

submitted a report with recommendations to Willy P. This will be reviewed over the next month 

and brought to Council.  

 

Discussion ensued as to overnight parking at the Eagle River Park. This will be visited by Matt 

S. and Terry A. and a recommendation will be brought forward to Council. 

 

Sage P. stated the Entryway looks great and thanked Staff. 

 

12. Town Attorney 

 

 

 

 

13. Next Meeting – August 3, 2016 

 Tavern Liquor License – Bunkhouse   

 

14. Future Meetings:  

 Review of Minturn Water Rates 

 Review of overnight parking at Eagle River Park 

 Boneyard Management plan and conservation easement 

 Work Session on housing 

 Council retreat July 25, 2016 8:30am-3:00pm  

 

15. Set Future Meeting Dates 

a) Council Meetings: 

 August 3, 2016 

 August 17, 2016 

 September 7, 2016 

 

16. Other Dates:  

 Council retreat July 25, 2016 8:30am-3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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17. Adjournment 

 

Motion by Earle B., second by Sage P., to adjourn the meeting at 9:30pm. Motion passed 7-0.  

 

__________________________________ 

Matt Scherr, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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Sheet # 

  of 3
Drawn by:

Planning Director

Janet M. Hawkinson, MLAP

Boneyard Conservation 

Easement Site Plan
November 2014

Town of Minturn

302 Pine Street

Minturn, CO 81645

Site Constraints: • remnants of Forest Service storage site

• awkard parking lot and limited size

• parking lot in the widest & scenic area

• existing road and parking lot cut site in half

• any trail would cross road and parking lot

• fi eld damage from previous use

• existing storage shed in pristine area

• existing road along pristine river area

• no fencing

• no river access

• no trails

• inadequate parking

• lack of access through site

• no public restrooms 

• lack of natural protection against pedestrian traffi c, 

dogs and river bank erosion from over use

under utilized space

lack of privacy from road

1
Site Constraints

insuffi cient parking

existing road cuts property in half

lack of river access

damaged habitat due to beetle kill 

and previous use of site

unable to access U.S. Forest trails

and proposed future trails across river

old work shed next to river

72



Town of Minturn

302 Pine Street

Minturn, CO 81645

Sheet # 

  of 3Drawn by:

Planning Director

Janet M. Hawkinson, MLAP

Boneyard Conservation 

Easement Site Plan
November 2014

• connect trails on site to planned trails surrounding area

• create fi shing access

• create natural preserve

• re-establish native wildfl owers

• re-establish native grasses, shubs & trees

• design winter recreation trails

• boat access - control river bank erosion

• build public restrooms

• construct interactive trails through site

• add group shade structures and benches

• move parking lot to add spaces and keep site whole

• re-create natural site before it became a storage facility 

-’boneyard’ -  for the U.S. Forest Service 

Site Opportunities:

Site Opportunities 2

trail system to protect site from side trails, 

erosion, plant damage

new parking location - so site is

not seperated into 2 parcels (as it is    

presently seperated)

establish river acces for ADA fi shing, 

boating, protect bank from erosion

remove roads and asphalt to recreate 

natural area - allow ski trails to continue 

without having to cross road and take off 

skis while on trail 

create picnic & shade areas for family 

enjoyment, outdoor education, programs

new conservation planting to 

re-establish wildfl owers, trees, 

shrubs, insects, birds, animals 
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Town of Minturn

302 Pine Street

Minturn, CO 81645

Boneyard Conservation

Easement Site Plan

January 2015

Site Plan
Drawn by:

Minturn Planning Director

Janet Hawkinson,  MLAP

Sheet #3 

of 3

New parking lot - 20 spaces

Circular path around the entire site

Shorter paths to control the establishment 

of unwanted ‘social trails’

Pedestrian Bridge to connect property to 

US National Forest 

Fence around site boundary

-not on river side

New restroom facility

10’ wide main trail to river -

  ADA accessible and boat access

River access for boats

  -control erosion by having 1 put in site

4 ADA fi shing ramps along river edge

Remove asphalt and building

 - establish native plants - best area of 

site, bring back to its natural state 

Environmental Resoration:  clean up 

site from a storage/ work site to a 

conservation easement 
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Boneyard Conservation Easement  
Management Plan 

July 2016 
 

Purpose:   The Town of Minturn owns a 4.4 acre parcel on Eagle River that was 
purchased with Eagle County Open Space Funds (the “Property”).  The Town has a Deed 
of Conservation Easement (“Conservation Easement”) with Eagle County Open Space 
that encumbers the Property and protects the Conservation Values of the Property (as 
described in the Conservation Easement) in perpetuity.  The Conservation Easement 
provides for a management plan (the “Plan”) that outlines the uses and management of 
the Property in a manner that is consistent with the Conservation Easement.  All 
management activities conducted by Eagle County, contractors or managing partners, 
must be consistent with the Conservation Easement. 

Background:  The Property is located in Minturn on Highway 24, in Eagle County, 
Colorado.  The purpose of the Town and County’s purchase of the Property was to 
protect wildlife habitat, preserve natural scenic features, and provide forms of public 
recreational access to the Eagle River.   The particular Conservation Values of the 
Property are summarized in the Conservation Easement and more fully described in the 
Present Conditions Report prepared by Rare Earth Science, LLC,   May, 2014 (“Present 
Conditions Report”). 

When acquired, the Property had many dead pines from the beetle epidemic, a large 
asphalt road cutting the property in half and a 2 story shed.  By late 2011 all the dead 
timber material was cleared from the Property.  The asphalt and shed still remain, 
however in the plan are to be removed. 

Natural Resources: The Present Conditions Report most accurately describes the current 
condition of the Property.   The Property borders the Eagle River, and thus contains 
extensive native river wildlife.  The Eagle River is undammed and experiences a 
relatively natural hydrology like most free-flowing Rocky Mountain Rivers, with highest 
flows in the months of May, June, and July. The upland portion of the Property contains 
native grasses, shrubs and trees, and minor infestations of noxious weeds. 

Natural Management: Eagle County Open Space intends to allow native ecosystem 
processes on the Property to continue unfettered. Natural resource management activities 
will be mainly limited to those that serve to enhance native species and protect public 
safety. 

Noxious Weed Management: The Present Conditions Report identifies several noxious 
weed species.   Noxious weeds represent a potentially serious threat to the Conservation 
Values of the Property, and the Town of Minturn will use a variety of methods to control 
noxious weeds, including chemical, biological, and mechanical efforts, provided such 
weed control will be undertaken in a manner that minimizes impact to the Conservation 
Values. 

Timber:  Pine, spruce and aspen trees are on the property.  Beetle infested trees have 
been removed.  Additional removal is not anticipated at this time, but may be 
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contemplated in the future, mainly to enhance tree health and public safety. New native 
trees may be planted at any time. 

Recreational Access Improvements: A primary reason for purchasing the Property was 
to provide recreational access to the Eagle River.  A Site Development Plan to establish 
this access was established in 2014.  Work has not been completed.  Completion date for 
site construction is dependent on funding. 

The planned improvements consist of limited concrete and asphalt to enhance the visitors 
experience with nature and the conservation of open space.   A bio-engineered boat 
launch to control erosion,  a roadbase and gravel driveway, a roadbase and gravel parking 
lot, hard & soft trails, restrooms, picnic tables, and directional, regulatory, and 
interpretive signage.  Parking spots adjacent to the restroom are required to be compliant 
with the ADA requirements. These improvements are planned for the future upon 
funding.   

Areas disturbed by construction will be restored and re-vegetated in a manner consistent 
with the Conservation Easement. 

Vehicular Access: Public access is allowed at one entrance.  This is the existing entrance 
off Highway 24. 

Fishing:  Fishing is allowed on the property in the Eagle River.  There are 3 proposed 
ADA fishing sites that are to be bio-engineered to minimize concrete.   

Wildlife Management: Numerous wildlife species benefit from the preservation of the 
Property.  Eagle County Open Space does not intend to actively manage wildlife unless a 
problem arises.  Decisions regarding wildlife management issues will be made in 
consultation with District Wildlife Managers. 

Fencing: Post and rail fencing is in the plans to be placed on the boundary of the 
property.  It will be built upon funding. 

Agriculture: No agricultural use of the Property is currently planned. 

Trash: Wildlife proof trash containers will be installed. 

Conservation easement monitoring: Eagle County Land Trust will monitor the 
Property annually and provide a written report to Eagle County Open Space. 

Plan Update: This Plan will be examined annually by Eagle County Open Space and the 
Eagle County Land Trust to determine if changes are necessary. 

Utilities:  There are no utility easements across the Property. 

Educational Programming:  The Town of Minturn will encourage use of the site for 
educational programming, but none is currently planned. 
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Rules and Regulations: Rules and Regulations will be posted on permanent signage.  
The following list includes many of the rules that will likely be outlined: 

Prohibited Uses: 

• No camping 
• No fires 
• No motorized use  
• No littering or dumping 
• No hunting 
• No destruction of natural resources or vandalism of recreational improvements 
• Users may not trespass on adjacent private property 
• No commercial activity 
• Commercial outfitters prohibited 
• No dogs  
• Anglers must be properly licensed by Colorado Parks & Wildlife 
• No gathering or removal of plants 
• No overnight parking 

Allowable uses include: 

• Hiking 
• Fishing 
• Skiing 
• Snowshoeing 
• Boating on the river 
• Picnicking 
• Horseback riding 
• Photography  
• Environmental Education 

 

Special Uses: Special use requests may be made by the public to the Eagle County Open 
Space Program.  These requests will be evaluated to determine if they are consistent with 
the Conservation Easement, consistent with the intended use of the open space, and the 
extent to which they burden Eagle County or its partners.  If approved the use may be 
monitored by Eagle County to determine if future similar events can be accommodated 
and to what extent changes will be required. 

Hours of Operation: The site is open to public use from sunrise to 10:00 pm.  

Site Management: The Town of Minturn will manage the site through their public works 
department.  The Eagle County Sheriff has been made aware of the plans for the Property 
and periodically patrols the site. 
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS ______________day of _____________________, 
2015. 

 

By: ____________________________ By: _______________________________ 

Mayor Matt Scherr     Toby Sprunk 
Town of Minturn     Director of Open Space   
       Eagle County Land Trust                                                     
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