
  

2016 

 

Minturn Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday March 02, 2016 
  

 

Work Session:     CANCELED 

    (Town Center) 

 

Regular Session:   5:30pm   

    (Town Center) 

 

  Executive Session   5:30pm 

  Regular Meeting   6:30pm 
 

 



Minturn Town Council  

March 2, 2016 
Page 1 of 3 

 

 

  

Agenda 

 
MEETING OF THE MINTURN TOWN COUNCIL 

Minturn Town Center, 302 Pine Street 

Minturn, CO 81645 • (970) 827-5645 

 

Wednesday March 2, 2016 
 

Work Session – 5:30pm 

Regular Session – 6:30pm 
  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
When addressing the Council, please state your name and your address for the record prior to providing your 

comments. Please address the Council as a whole through the Mayor. All supporting documents are available for 

public review in the Town Offices – located at 302 Pine Street, Minturn CO 81645 – during regular business hours 

between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays. 

 

 

Regular Session – 5:30pm 

 

 

 

 

1. Executive Session: An executive session for the purpose of discussing specific legal 

questions with the attorney for the purposes of receiving legal advice under C.R.S. 

Section 24-6-402(4)(b), and for the purpose of determining positions relative to 

matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, 

and/or instructing negotiators under CRS Section 24-6-402(4)(e) – Powell/Sawyer 

 

2. Call to Order – 6:30pm 

 Roll Call 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3. Approval of Agenda  

 Items to be Pulled or Added   

 

MAYOR – Gordon “Hawkeye” Flaherty             
MAYOR PRO TEM – George Brodin 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

Shelley Bellm 

Earle Bidez 

John Rosenfeld 

Matt Scherr 

Jason Osborne 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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4. Approval of Minutes 

 February 17, 2016 

 

5. Liquor License Authority 

 Minturn Country Club Annual Renewal of a Hotel & Restaurant License;  131 

Main St.; Joe Honnessy Owner/Pres – Brunvand 

 

6. Public comments on items, which are NOT on the agenda (5 minute time limit per 

person) 

 

7. Special Presentations  

 Committee Report  

 

 

 

 

8. Discussion Item: Crave Communities Land Exchange Proposal Update – Powell 

 

9. Discussion/Action Item:   Consideration of Ordinance #01 – Series 2016 (Second 

Reading) An Ordinance approving the Grouse Creek Final Subdivision Platt – 

Hawkinson 

 

10. Discussion/Action Item:  Consideration of Ordinance #02 – Series 2016 (Second 

Reading) An Ordinance approving the Grouse Creek Subdivision Rezoning – 

Hawkinson 

 

11. Discussion/Action Item: Consideration of Resolution 07 – Series 2016 a 

Resolution approving Variance Request 16-01 at 386/392 Taylor St. - Hawkinson 

 

 

 

 

12. Town Planner 

 Planner Report 

 

13. Town Manager 

 Manager’s Report 

 Action Report 

 

14. Town Council Comments 

 

15. Town Attorney 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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16. Next Meeting – March 16, 2016 

 Holy Cross Powder Hounds – Powell 03/16/16 

 

17. Future Meetings:  

 Work Session – Review of Job Descriptions - Powell 

 Work Session on housing – Hawkinson  

 Clear Vision areas on Town street corners - Hawkinson 

 

18. Set Future Meeting Dates 

a) Council Meetings: 

 March 16, 2016 

 April 6, 2016 

 April 20, 2016 

 

b) Planning & Zoning Commission Meetings: 

 

19. Other Dates:  

 

20. Adjournment 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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Official Minutes 

 
MEETING OF THE MINTURN TOWN COUNCIL 

Minturn Town Center, 302 Pine Street 

Minturn, CO 81645 • (970) 827-5645 

 

Wednesday February 17, 2016 
 

Work Session – 5:00pm 

Regular Session – 6:30pm 
  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These minutes are formally submitted to the Town of Minturn Town Council for approval as the official written 

record of the proceedings at the identified Council Meeting.  Additionally, all Council meetings are tape-recorded 

and are available to the public for listening at the Town Center Offices from 8:30am – 2:00 pm, Monday through 

Friday, by contacting the Town Clerk at 970/827-5645 302 Pine St. Minturn, CO 81645. 

 

Work Session – 5:00 pm 

 

 100 Block Update – Powell/Hawkinson 

 Discussion regarding Term Limits – Powell/Sawyer  

 

Conversation ranging from length of term to the mayoral seat process were covered in the term 

limit discussion. Areas for consideration include P&Z eligibility, P&Z term limits, Council term 

limits, mayoral term limits, and mayoral selection. Initial goal is to have topic on the November 

2016 ballot. 

 

 Climate Action Plan Representatives – Powell  

 

Representatives from Minturn will take part in the climate action plan process. Representatives 

to be temporarily determined until the April, 2016 election at which time appointments can be 

made. Council recommends Arnold Martinez from staff. Johnie Rosenfeld from Council 

volunteered as well. 

 

 

 

MAYOR – Gordon “Hawkeye” Flaherty             
MAYOR PRO TEM – George Brodin 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS:  

Shelley Bellm 

Earle Bidez 

John Rosenfeld 

Matt Scherr 

Jason Osborne 
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Regular Session – 6:30pm 

 

1. Call to Order 

 Roll Call 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Hawkeye F. at 6:30 pm. 

 

Those present included: Mayor Hawkeye Flaherty and Town Council members, George Brodin, 

Matt Scherr, Earle Bidez, Johnie Rosenfeld, Jason Osborne and Shelley Bellm.  

 

Staff present: Town Manager Willy Powell, Deputy Clerk Michelle Metteer, and Town Planner 

Janet Hawkinson. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 Items to be Pulled or Added   

 

Motion by Johnie R., second by Jason O., to approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed 7-

0.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

 February 3, 2016 

 

Motion by George B., second by Shelley B., to approve the minutes of February 3, 2016 as 

presented. Motion passed 5-0. Note: Johnie R and Jason O. abstained 

 

4. Liquor License Authority 

 Town of Minturn Ski Joring Special Event Permit; 100 Block of Minturn Rd.; 

Michelle Metteer, Town Economic Dev – Metteer 

 

Motion by Jason O. Second by Shelley B to approve the special event permit with conditions 

listed. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

5. Public comments on items, which are NOT on the agenda (5 minute time limit per 

person) 

 

Hawkeye F. updated those in the public that the Crave Communities/USFS land swap was not on 

the agenda. 

 

Ms. Judy Gustafson, 101 Lion’s Lane, asked what benefit the Planning Commission sees in the 

land swap. Mayor Flaherty recommended coming to the March 2, 2016 Council meeting.  

 

Ms. Sherri Wilson, 76 Meek St, is confused as to what the exact land swap is. She is excessively 

opposed and expressed that Grouse Mountain is the busiest trail in the county. She does not want 
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a movie theater in town. Martin Creek and Bolts Lake are both viable options, but not the Grouse 

trail to Meadow Mountain trail area.  

 

Mr. Tim McGuire, Crave Community Company 440 Eagle Street, announced that the Crave 

offices are open and available for anyone seeking additional information, question and answers. 

 

Mr. Simon Dickson, 568 Taylor Ave, feels the amount of development being proposed is not in 

proportion to the size of the Minturn community. He supports the Bolts Lake proposal. He also 

asked about the ability for the Council to offer a Town vote for the option of a chairlift in town.  

 

Ms. Sage Pierson, 132 Main St, brought forth the discussion of the “entryway crosswalk” at the 

100 block of Main St. The crosswalk gets covered in snow and nobody can see that it’s a 

crosswalk. Council updated that there will also be flashing signage included. In addition, she 

requested a potential time limit parking option for the 100 block.  

 

Mr. Leo Vasquez, 1019 Mountain Drive commented that Crave Communities is falsely 

representing access to the development which currently seeks access on a private road. He 

recommends Vail Associates come up with a development plan for the currently dilapidated 

storage area at the north end of town.  

 

Ms. Anne Foster, 1143 Main St, expressed that the Martin Creek area is a beautiful place and is 

concerned about large amount of change that may occur if the land swap and development 

should occur.  

 

Hawkeye F. asked for everyone to please keep an open mind when considering the land swap 

discussion and to be aware that this is a long, drawn-out process. 

 

Shelly B. reminded the audience that their congressmen are also available to hear feedback 

regarding a USFS land swap. 

 

Earle B. explained the basic process of a land exchange and reminded folks that a referendum is 

most likely a part of the process.  

 

Ms. Sherri Wilson, 76 Meek St, discussed that the town does not have curbs and folks park 

immediately to the corner of every street. Drivers trying to see around those cars to turn onto 

Main St are unable to see the traffic, and it’s very dangerous. She seeks some kind of code 

enforcement regarding this issue.  

 

Mr. Robert Martinez, 800 Main Street, has had issues with the town and is bringing up that this 

neighbor put in a hot tub 30’ within the river setback. His neighbor recommended he put one is 

as well since “he got away with it.” 

 

At 7:12 pm the mayor took a five minute recess. At 7:23 the Mayor called the meeting back to 

order.  
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6. Special Presentations  

 Committee Report  

 

 

 

 

7. Discussion/Action Item:   Consideration of a Proclamation regarding the Eagle 

County Library One Book One Valley – Powell  

 

A brief presentation was given regarding the One Book One Valley program. Earle B. read 

the Proclamation. 

 

8. Discussion/Action Item:   Ord 1- Series 2016 First Reading An Ordinance 

approving the Grouse Creek Final Subdivision Platt – Hawkinson 

 

Earle B. recused himself from this discussion and vote as he is on the Board of the Meadow 

Mountain Business Park. 

 

Mr. Rick Pyleman, 137 Main St Edwards, CO, pointed out a few discrepancies on the plat. Those 

will be updated before signatures are collected. Mr. Pyleman pointed out the tax certificate on 

the paperwork will be removed before signatures are collected and Eagle County has approved 

this action.  

 

Hawkeye F. asked about possible long-term landscaping for screening from the highway. Mr. 

Pyleman proposed the option of a few additional feet of soil along Hwy 24 to raise the 

landscaping accordingly. Mr. Rob Boushesky 137 Main St Edwards, CO, expressed that the idea 

of being able to see over the property to the river may be a better option for views.  

 

Mr. Robert Martinez, 800 Main St, asked what size fire truck could fit into the business area? 

Mr. Gary Brooks, Alpine Engineering, a fire truck can comfortably fit through the entryway as 

well as the garbage truck and delivery trucks (semis included). Janet H. confirmed this plan has 

been reviewed and approved by the Eagle River Fire Protection District.  

 

Mayor Flaherty asked about the storm scepter pending paving of the area. This to be added as a 

condition for the approval included in the Ordinance verbiage.  

 

Willy P. updated the Council on his discussion with Mr. Greg Larsen of Union Pacific and the 

continued need for housing. Union Pacific looks to have further information regarding this issue 

by mid-summer 2016. 

 

Motion by Jason O., second by Johnie R, to approve Ord 1- Series 2016 First Reading, an 

Ordinance approving the Grouse Creek Subdivision Platt. All voted in favor. (6-0) Note Earle B. 

recused himself due to a conflict of interest.  

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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9. Discussion/Action Item:  Ord 2- Series 2016 First Reading An Ordinance 

approving the Grouse Creek Subdivision Rezoning - Hawkinson 

 

Mr. Rick Pyleman was available for public or Council questions. 

 

Motion by Johnie R,, second by Jason O., to approve Ord 2- Series 2016 First Reading, an 

Ordinance approving the Grouse Creek Subdivision Rezoning. Motion passed 6-0. Note: Earle 

B. recused himself due to a conflict of interest. 

 

At this time Earle B. resumed his seat at the Council table. 

 

 

 

 

10. Skijoring Update 

 

11. Town Planner 

 Planner Report 

 

Janet H. reiterated that parking restrictions are being review for the 100 block. Meters were 

provided as an option for enforcement. 

 

ECO Trails update indicated more funding may be available. Full drawings are available and 

progress is moving toward having cost estimates. 

 

Matt S. asked what topics would be important to review at the zoning code level given that a 

significant amount of the 100 block is currently up for sale.  

 

Shelley B. reminded the room that the 100 block includes residential units that were never 

intending to be zoned commercial. Discussions with property owners need to take place.  

 

12. Town Manager 

 Manager’s Report 

 Action Report 

 

Jason O. requested a copy of the senate version of the Bolts Ditch bill. 

 

13. Town Council Comments 

 

Engineer on CDOT’s repaving project. 

 

Sheley B. requested term limits be added to the Action Item list (in addition to any other items 

that are pending review until after the April 5, 2016 election. 

 

Johnie R thanked everyone who came to the meeting to voice their comments regarding the 

potential land, as well as any other issues. 

COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
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Mayor Flaherty discussed the upcoming election and a candidate forum will be scheduled. 

 

March 10
th

 at the Minturn Saloon will be a candidate meet and greet with the option to register to 

vote online.  

 

Matt S. asked where things stand for the Eagle St parking, next to the restrooms and basketball 

court, and if any appropriate signage has been determined. Recommendation to review the 

Ironworks Building agreement, back in 1988 or 1989. Matt S. believes this comes down to an 

enforcement issue.  

 

Matt S. asked about any type of responsiveness policy the staff may have in getting back to the 

public on matters of concern.  

 

The Council continued a discussion as to how best to address issues when they arise. Through 

the process, items of concern, when possible need to be brought to attention of Council for 

inclusion on an upcoming agenda. 

 

14. Town Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Executive Session: An executive session for the purpose of discussing specific legal 

questions with the attorney for the purposes of receiving legal advice under C.R.S. 

Section 24-6-402(4)(b), and for the purpose of determining positions relative to 

matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, 

and/or instructing negotiators under CRS Section 24-6-402(4)(e) 

 

Motion by Ozzy, second by Shelley B, to convene in An executive session for the purpose of 

discussing specific legal questions with the attorney for the purposes of receiving legal advice 

under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(b), and for the purpose of determining positions relative to 

matters that may be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and/or 

instructing negotiators under CRS Section 24-6-402(4)(e). Motion Passed 7-0. 

 

  

 

 

16. Next Meeting – March 2, 2016 

 Crave Community Company presentation requested by Town Council. 

 

17. Future Meetings:  

 Work Session – Review of Job Descriptions - Powell 

 Work Session on housing – Hawkinson  

 Holy Cross Powder Hounds – Powell 03/16/16 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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 Clear vision areas on town street corners 

 

 

18. Set Future Meeting Dates 

a) Council Meetings: 

 March 2, 2016 

 March 16, 2016 

 April 6, 2016 

 

b) Planning & Zoning Commission Meetings: 

 

19. Other Dates:  

 

20. Adjournment 

 

In that there was no further business the meeting stood adjourned.  

 

 

_______________________________ 

Mayor Hawkeye Flaherty 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Town Clerk, Jay Brunvand 
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TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO.  01 – SERIES 2016 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, 

COLORADO APPROVING THE FINAL SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FOR THE GROUSE CREEK SUBDIVISION. 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Land Use Control Enabling Act of 1974, §§29-20-

101, et seq., C.R.S.; Article 23 of Title 31, C.R.S.; and other applicable laws grant broad 

authority to the Town of Minturn, Colorado (“Minturn” or the "Town") to plan for and regulate 

the development and use of land on the basis of the impact thereof on the community and 

surrounding areas; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town has adopted as Chapters 16 and 17 of the Minturn Town Code 

regulations governing the zoning and subdivision of properties within the Town; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Intermountain Landscaping & Maintenance Inc. (the “Developer”) is under 

contract to purchase a portion of property owned by the Union Pacific Railroad Company as 

depicted on Exhibit A, attached and incorporated herein by this reference (the “Property”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Property is currently zoned as a PUD holding area, but an application to 

rezone the Property as commercial in the Grouse Creek Character Area has been submitted; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2016 the Minturn Planning and Zoning Commission found 

the Final Plat for the Grouse Creek Subdivision to be in compliance with the requirements and 

intent of the Minturn Town Code and the Town’s land use goals and plans, and recommended to 

the Town Council for approval the Final Subdivision Plat and zoning change subject to certain 

additional conditions; and  

 

WHEREAS, on March 2, 2016 the Minturn Town Council conducted a duly-noticed 

public hearing and reviewed the Final Plat for the Grouse Creek Subdivision and found the 

document to be consistent with the approved Preliminary Plat, and that all conditions of the 

Preliminary Plat approval have been met; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Minturn Town Council finds that the Final Subdivision Plat has been 

submitted in compliance with Article 6 of Chapter 17 of the Minturn Town Code; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to approve the Final Plat for the Grouse Creek 

Subdivision, subject to all terms and conditions set forth by the Planning and Zoning 

Commission in its February 10, 2016 Report. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, THAT: 

 

SECTION 1. The Council incorporates the foregoing recitals as findings and 

determinations, and conclusively makes all of the Findings of Fact, Determinations, and 
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Conclusions contained herein. 

 

SECTION 2.  That certain Final Plat for the Grouse Creek Subdivision is hereby 

approved, subject to all terms and conditions contained herein and attached hereto, including: 

 

 Lot 2 will be incorporated into the Meadow Mountain Business Park parcel within 

90 days of the approval of the Final Subdivision Plat; 

 Snow removal may not be dumped into the river; 

 The implementation of the approved landscape plan; and 

 The Planning Department shall approve the final site plan with the sheds, 

greenhouse, fences, and barriers with necessary building permits. 

 A storm water quality management plan needs to be implemented for a paved lot 

in place of the management plan for the present approval for the gravel lot.   The 

storm water quality management plan will deal with storm water run-off, 

pollutants, sediments and erosion control. 

 

SECTION 3.  The Mayor of the Town of Minturn is hereby authorized to indicate the 

Town Council’s approval of the Final Plat for the Grouse Creek Subdivision by signing the Final 

Plat.  

 

SECTION 4.  The Developer shall comply with all of the Developer’s representations 

made in any applications and in statements during the public hearings before the Minturn 

Planning and Zoning Commission and the Minturn City Council, which shall be conditions of 

approval with which the Developer shall comply. The Developer shall comply in full with the 

Minturn Town Code and Public Works requirements.  

 

SECTION 5.  The Town Clerk is hereby directed to record this Ordinance, the Final Plat 

of the Grouse Creek Subdivision, any subsequent Amendments thereto, and any other associated 

documents in the Office of the Clerk and Recorder of Eagle County, Colorado with thirty (30) 

days of approval and to file one (1) certified copy of the Final Plat, any subsequent amendments, 

and this Ordinance with the Eagle County Assessor. 

 

SECTION 6.  The Minturn Town Council’s approval of this Final Subdivision Plat 

creates a vested property right pursuant to the Minturn Town Code and Article 68 of Title 24, 

C.R.S., as amended, for a period of three (3) years from the effective date of this Ordinance. As a 

condition of the granting of such vested right, the Developer shall, at its expense, publish the 

vested rights notice required by C.R.S. § 24-68-103(c) and the Minturn Town Code § 16-21-710 

et seq., and the Developer shall comply with all the other procedural requirements set forth 

therein.  

 

SECTION 7.  Except as hereinabove provided, all provisions of the zoning, subdivision, 

and other ordinances or regulations of the Town shall apply to the Property.  

 

SECTION 8.  If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or provision of this Ordinance, or 

the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall to any extent, be held by a courts of 

competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unconstitutional, the remaining sections, 
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subsections, clauses, phrases and provisions of this Ordinance, or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstance, shall remain in full force and shall in no way be affected, impaired or 

invalidated. 

 

INTRODUCED, READ BY TITLE, APPROVED ON THE FIRST READING AND 

ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND POSTED IN FULL ON THE 

OFFICIAL TOWN WEB SITE THE 17
TH

 DAY OF FEBRUARY, 2016.  A PUBLIC 

HEARING ON THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO ON THE 2
ND

 

DAY OF MARCH, 2016 AT 6:30 P.M. AT THE MINTURN TOWN HALL 302 PINE 

STREET, MINTURN COLORADO 81645. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Hawkeye Flaherty, Mayor 

  

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:    

 Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 

 

THE TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO, ORDAINS THIS ORDINANCE ENACTED 

ON SECOND READING AND ORDERED PUBLISHED BY TITLE ONLY AND 

POSTED IN FULL ON THE OFFICIAL TOWN WEB SITE THIS 2
ND

 DAY OF MARCH, 

2016. 

 

TOWN OF MINTURN, COLORADO 

 

 

  

Hawkeye Flaherty, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:    

 Jay Brunvand, Town Clerk 
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Official Minutes  
  

MEETING OF THE MINTURN PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minturn Town Center, 302 Pine Street 

Minturn, CO 81645 • (970) 827-5645 

  

Wednesday, February 10, 2016  
  

Regular Session – 6:30 pm  

    

  PLANNING COMMISSION:   

                      Lynn Teach – Chair    
Burke Harrington  

  Bobby Head  

  Brad Bickerton  

 Justin Carter 

  Planning Director – Janet Hawkinson  
    

These minutes are formally submitted to the Town of Minturn Planning & Zoning Commission for approval as the 

official written record of the proceedings at the identified Planning & Zoning Meeting.   

  

Regular Session – 6:30pm  
 

1. Call to Order  

 
Lynn Teach called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm.  
 

• Roll Call  
 

Those present included: Planning Commission members Lynn Teach, 
Burke Harrington, Bobby Head, Brad Bickerton and Justin Carter.  
 
Staff present: Janet Hawkinson, Town Planner, Economic 
Development/Deputy Clerk Michelle Metteer. 

• Pledge of Allegiance  
• Introduction & Pledge of New Planning Commissioner – Justin Carter 

 
2. Approval of Agenda   

 • Items to be Pulled or Added     
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Motion by Burke Harrington, Second by Bobby Head, to approve the agenda as 
presented. All voted in favor. 
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3. Approval of Minutes 

 January 13, 2016 
 

Motion by Burke Harrington, second by Brad Bickerton to approve the minutes of 
January 13, 2016 as presented. All voted in favor. 

 

4.  Public Comments 

   (on items which are not on the agenda - 5 minute time per person)  
  

 No public comments 

  
  DESIGN REVIEW        

5. Design Review:        Final Subdivision Plat:  Highway 24, Game Creek 
Character 

    Intermountain Landscape & UPRR 
 

    Zoning Change from Game Creek PUD to Grouse Creek 
   Commercial zoning at Highway 24, Intermountain  
   Landscape & UPRR 

      

Rick Pileman, 137 Main St, Edwards, Colorado provided a presentation on the 
landscaping and maintenance of the above proposed project.  

Key changes: Aspen trees added to parking islands, fencing where requested 
along the North West side of the property, and larger materials moved closer to 
the buildings to the norther section of the property. 

Bobby Head recommended a potential mix of aspen and spruce trees in the 
parking islands. Lynn Teach is in agreement and provided additional feedback for 
vertical height, yet narrow space for parking. 

Lou Meskiman, 23698 HWY 24, requested trees or possibly high shrubs toward 
the north end of the plot to block the view for adjoining offices. Lou also asked 
about future plans for the property and if office space will be involved. 

Ziggy (last name not provided) spoke with people within the Meadow Mountain 
Business area and will look to coordinate a future plan, meeting the needs of 
both parties. It was indicated there are no future plans for permanent structure 
offices on the property. 

Motion by Brad Bickerton, second by Burke Harrington to accept the zoning 
change. All voted in favor 

Motion by Brad Bickerton, second by Burke Harrington to approve the Final 
Subdivision Plat with the following conditions:  the approved landscape plans for 
screening is installed, that snow is not to be pushed into the river, building 
permits need to be obtained for greenhouses, sheds and fencing, and the site 
plan for greenhouse and storage is approved the the Planning Department 
before installation.  All voted in favor.  
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SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

        

6.  Crave Communities – Eagle Street, Minturn CO – special presentation on   
    a possible land trade of a parcel of land within Minturn 
    Town Boundaries and the US National Forest 

There was an estimated 60 people who attended the meeting.  

Janet Hawkinson provided a brief outline on the Planning Commission’s role in 
the process and offered feedback options for the attendees. As per the Minturn 
Zoning Code, the Planning Commission is a recommendation body to the Town 
Council.  The presentation is a land use matter.  It is appropriate for Planning 
Commission to consider and provide a recommendation to the Council on:  
Crave Communities request that a letter be sent to the US Forest Service 
consenting to the initiation of a land exchange process.   

Tim McGuire provided an informational presentation for the proposed land swap 
including over 7000 ac of protected open space, with Crave Communities, 
formerly Battle Mountain, and the USFS. 

www.cravecommunity.com is available for information and contact.  

Dave Flaherty, Magellan Strategies, provided data on recent surveys conducted 
in the eastern Eagle County area.  

Pedro Campos, landscape architect with Zehren and Associates, provided a 
broad overview of the planning studies conducted for the potential land 
exchange.  

Upon completion of the presentation, Tim McGuire proceeded to explain the two 
year process of a potential land exchange to occur. 

Cliff Thompson requested that a recess be taken so that the chairs could be 
rearranged for more seating.  Lynn Teach called a recess.   

The Planning Commission met at the front of the room, behind their seats and 
discussed the administrative process for the Public Comment & Questions 
Presentation and their role as a recommendation body.   

7.  Public Comment & Questions on Presentation 

Lynn Teach outlined the process of the public comment section, Commission 
questions first, followed by public comments, including a three minute time limit 
per comment in order to allow all interested parties to comment given such a 
large number of people in attendance.  

Burke Harrington asked for further detail regarding the density of the project and 
potential traffic congestion issues specifically at the Trailhead community area. 

Mr. McGuire explained the need for a full traffic study as well as studies for 
additional public transportation options. Additionally, a park & ride option may be 
feasible.  

Brad Bickerton asked about the numbers of people who would be potentially 
moving to the area and if the valley is able to sustain that number. 

Tim McGuire estimated approximately 1000 homes are in the initial plan, 
however all would be at the discretion of the approval of the Town.  
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Bobby Head asked about the Trailhead project and if it might be deed-restricted 
of some kind. And if public parking would be provided at the Martin Creek 
trailhead. – Mr. McGuire confirmed both.  

Justin Carter asked about the level of transparency between Crave, the Town of 
Minturn, and the US Forest Service.  

Tom Glass, Western Land Group, explained the high level of transparency and 
the opportunity to discuss project modifications throughout. Two primary factors 
for a land exchange: fair market value for fair market value as determined by 
appraisals, and the second is that the value the public receives must meet or 
exceed the value of the land exchanged. 

Jeff Miller, 350 King Ranch Road inquired about Forest Service “say” regarding 
the development.  
 
Lynn Teach proceeded to ask several questions brought forward by the audience 
including any involvement with Vail on this project. 

Michael Cacioppo, Avon, CO asked about the rumored 1700 units and asked 
about alternative access points from Minturn to I70? –No. Tim McGuire indicated 
there are currently no alternative access points. 

Mr. Cacioppo stated, in reference to the discussion by the Planning Commission 
at the front of the room, that a higher level of transparency from the Planning and 
Zoning Commission is needed. He further requested an update as to the content 
of the discussion during recess. 

At which point Lynn Teach provided Mr. Cacioppo with her hand written notes of 
her introduction to the audience, that she read publicly when the meeting re-
adjourned for the Public Question and Answers.  The notes and discussion were 
about how the public question and answers were to be managed, the Planning 
Commissions role as a recommendation body, the discussion being about 
administrative procedure.     

Leo Vasquez, 1019 Mountain Drive expressed concern regarding the effects of 
development on wildlife and residents who have already built houses in the 
wildlife area. 

Lynn Feiger, 344 Eagle St, expressed that it is not Minturn’s responsibility to 
solve the county’s affordable housing problem. She also expressed concerns 
regarding traffic.  

Tim McGuire expressed that this is a very long-term project. 

Virginia Olsen, 298 Eagle St wanted to continue with the question as to why the 
land swap would be necessary. She asked why the initial Battle Mountain project 
couldn’t continue.  

Chris (last name not provided) 79 Mann Ave asked about the crime rate in 
Minturn and if the kind of folks who would move into affordable/attainable 
housing would attract a higher crime rate.  
 
Mr. Mcguire explained to Chris that an increased population would allow for the 
funding of additional town services, such as its own police force.  

Woody Woodruff, 344 Eagle St, expressed the consolidated tailings 
environmental problem, and there being no cap. He also expressed that the initial 
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project was geared primarily toward second homeowners and the new proposal 
would be available for local residents which would increase the level of traffic in 
town.  

Ben Zatsky, 531 Red Cliff asked about where the water from the mine is going to 
go? He provided a brief example of why the Minturn community does not need 
affordable housing, and that places such as Carbondale and Grand Junction are 
a better option for people looking for attainable housing.  

Rob Dishesky, 550 Taylor St, does not believe the land swap holds equal value 
to the community. He also asked for a land appraisal for the two pieces of land 
from Tom Glass. Tom Glass expressed he is not an expert on land values or 
appraisals.  

Jeff Miller, 350 King Ranch Rd, expressed that large amounts of affordable 
housing is not Minturn’s problem, and needs to be solved by Vail Resorts. 

Charles Overy, 500 Pine St expressed that this is not about Vail Resorts. He 
explained that if the current environment of the room is the message Minturn 
wants to give, than many of us don’t belong in Minturn, but rather Minturn is 
wanting to turn into a second homeowner destination and not a local community.  

Dave Klapp, 392 Taylor St, asked what would be considered a “consensus of the 
town?” 

Emily Martinez, 1010 Mountain Drive, stated that having homes on the mountain 
by town would take away from recreational activities. She also stated that open 
space is not “private yards” in reference to the conceptual Trailhead Community. 
Mr. McGuire explained that the 40% open space for the Trailhead Community is 
in the project as publicly accessible land, not private yards.  

Earle Bidez, 449 Pine St answered a question regarding the consent from the 
town. Consent would require an endorsement by the majority of the town council. 

Mr. Bidez asked how we can maintain our vibrancy as a community without a 
middle-class? 

Mr. Cacioppo explained how the Chamonix project in Vail is better geared toward 
young doctors and lawyers rather than affordable housing for the community. 

Colleen Bouchesky, 560 Taylor, asked about the length of the “loop” and Mr. 
McGuire expressed approximately 5 miles. 

Ernesto (last name not provided) from 1012 Mountain Drive, believes we need 
some housing for folks who will be here for more than a couple weeks a year. He 
explained that his community put in the water line, gas line, road, and more in the 
proposed Trailhead Community area and the proposal needs to be scaled down.  

Lynn Teach explained that when she first moved here and bought a home, 
Minturn had many amenities, such as a grocery store, pharmacy and more that 
have been lost since the expansion of the western side of the county. She 
described the failing infrastructure, low tax base, and difficulty for the small 
businesses. She further expressed that a wise decision is important for the future 
of Minturn. 

Brad Bickerton thanked the audience for their involvement and love of the 
community. He further expressed the need for the community to stay open 
minded and considering of the overall future of Minturn.  
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Lynn Feiger, 344 Eagle St told the story of how the town once had the option of 
an RV Park and had to fight and spend significant amounts of energy for the 
project to be turned down. She also would like to see slow growth. 

Burke Harrington was appreciative to have the pros and cons expressed by the 
community. 

Motion by Brad Bickerton, second by Bobby Head:  

 ‘To recommend that a letter be sent to the US Forest Service consenting 
 to the initiation of a land exchange process with Crave Communities.’ 

 Brad Bickerton yes, Burke Harrington nay, Lynn Teach yes, Bobby Head, yes, 
Justin Carter, yes.  

 
 

PROJECTS  

        

8. Town Entrance Phase 2  
 

Staff and CDOT are working out final details to the entrance plan.  Construction 
is still planned to start this spring. 

 

The Saturday before July 4th will be the first Minturn Market. The market will also 
continue to have two entry and exit points thru Williams and Nelson St. for vendor 
loading and unloading.  

 

9. 2016 Master Planning per code 
 

Motion by Brad Bickerton, second by Bobby Head to adjourn the meeting at 9:57 
pm. All voted in favor.  
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ACTION ITEMS REPORT

From:  Town Manager

02-Mar-16

Action Item Responsible staff Status

Eagle River Park Grant Hawkinson sod and basketball net installed

Cintas best bathroom award

"History Walk in the Park" and bathrooms Design for educational portion beginning

Lease Lot cleanup and leasing Martinez berm improved, needs seeded

Boneyard Hawkinson complete management plan

Little Beach Park Powell review improved park  plans

Memorialization Guidelines Metteer staff presented Jan. 21

Minturn Fitness Center Powell

Rosenfeld achieve property tax exemption--application is submitted

Bidez achieve 501.c.7 non-profit status

Minturn Education Fund Powell 501.3 IRS tax exempt application sent

Bellm Jay has discussed seperation of budget/audit

scholarships to be awarded in Spring

Zoning Code Amendments Hawkinson phase 1 complete and adopted by Council

Powell phase 2 schedule to be decided

Sawyer Sawyer reviewing subdivision code

Guide Sign Plan Metteer Submitted to CDOT for review

Water Rate Structure and Rates Powell decision on structure and rates made

water committee review revenues in 2016

Entryway/100 Block Project Powell phase 1 substantially complete by contractor

Steet Projects Hawkinson seeding in Spring, decorative fencing to be installed

Inter-Mountain Engr. waiting for CDOT answerers 

South Minturn  Engineering Powell IGA fully executed between CDOT and Town

TAP GRANT Osborne negotiate costs and schedule with Stolfus Engineering

Inter-Mountain Engr.

Bolts Ditch within Wilderness Powell confirmed Battle Mtn. will share costs, split to be determined

WLG contract approved

legislaton introduced, hearings have begun

Building Code Adoption--newer codes place holder

Term Limit consideration Powell
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