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PURPOSE/PROCESS

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

Minturn’s oldest families settled at the
confluence of Gore Creek and the Eagle River in the
late 1800’s. Some created homesteads and farmed
the land, while others mined silver in the mountains
high above town. With the arrival of the Denver & Rio
Grande Railroad in 1887, Minturn quickly developed into
a booming crossroads for transportation and industry.
By the turn of the century, a growing population of
mining and railroad workers and their families raised the
demands for business and services in town. In response,
Minturn was incorporated on November 15, 1904.

Minturn has adapted to several major changes
in the local economy over the decades, including the
development of Vail and Beaver Creek ski resorts, the
closing of the Gilman mine, and the abandonment of
rail lines through Minturn. Despite this transformation
from the Old West to the new, Minturn maintains its
distinctive character, architecture and quality of life.
Today, it retains its reputation as one of the friendliest
towns in the Rocky Mountains.

PURPOSE OF THE REVITALIZATION PLAN

The purpose of this document is to illustrate the
overall vision for the future of the Town of Minturn that
enables the town, property owners & citizens to make
informed strategic decisions about future development
and publicimprovements.

The Plan details an Urban Design Framework
and identifies specific public improvements including
gateways, community amenities/facilities, parks, plazas,
streetscape, architecture, bikeways/trails, circulation and
parking improvements, way-finding and signage, and
opportunity sites for infill and/or re-development.

The Revitalization Plan sets forth a vision for the
future of Minturn, and like any vision, it is dynamic and
will evolve over time. Components of the vision will
change with circumstances such as market-factors,
demographics, and the local and regional economy. The
vision must be periodically re-evaluated, and as such, is
always open to critique and adjustments.

FOCUS GROUP

FOCUS GROUP
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THE PROCESS

The process for creating the 2008 Minturn
Revitalization Vision Guide was a collaboration of
local residents, town staff and public officials, and the
consultant team.

The consultant team generated base maps,
gathered and reviewed all previous studies and
reports, and conducted a comprehensive photographic
documentation of the town. With this information the
team conducted Community Workshop #1, “Confirming
the Vision”, and then set out to facilitate a series of Focus
Groups over the course of the following 2 months. With

FEB. 20, 2007

FEB./MARCH 2007

MAY 15, 2007

the feedback obtained in the Community Workshop
#1 and the focus groups, the Preliminary Revitalization
Plan/Vision Guide was generated and then presented
at the Community Workshop #2 “Confirming the
Concepts”. The concepts were met with enthusiasm
and the team proceeded to prepare a presentation

to Town Council to obtain additional feedback before
embarking on the Final Draft of the Plan/Vision Guide.
The Final Plan/Vision Guide concepts were presented
to Town Council on July 10, 2007. The consultant team

recieved very positive feedback and direction was given

to proceed with the preparation of the preliminary

JULY 10, 2007

Trails
-
Architectural
Character

-

Concept Narrative

JULY/AUG 2007 APRIL 7, 2008

draft document. The Minturn Revitalization Plan/Vision
Guide preliminary draft was delivered to the City Staff
for comments on September 11, 2007. Feedback was
received in early March 2008 and the final revisions
were made and the Final document was submitted to
Town Council and Staff on April 2, 2008 for review and
approval at their April 7, 2008 Town Council Meeting.
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STUDY AREA/VISION

STUDY AREA BOUNDARY/CONTEXT

The study area for the Minturn Revitalization
Plan Vision Guide is generally defined as that area within
the Town of Minturn boundaries. The Town of Minturn
lies within the high, narrow Eagle River Valley that
runs northwest to southeast and is generally steeply
sloped on both sides. The Eagle River runs through the
community, as does the Union Pacific Railroad (UP R.R.)
and US Highway 24 (Hwy 24). It is surrounded by US
Forest Service (USFS) land with designated wilderness
areas (Holy Cross) nearby.

Nearby ski resorts and communities include Vail
to the East, Eagle-Vail, Avon, Beaver Creek Resort and
Arrowhead to the west. The town of Red Cliff lies nine
miles to the southwest of Hwy 24.

VISION

The planning process for the Minturn
Community Plan was initiated in June 1992 with the
establishment of the Minturn Advisory Committee
(MAC), an 18 member group appointed by the Minturn
Town Council to develop a plan which represents the
diverse issues, interests and goals of the community.
Based upon community input, the MAC established
a Vision Statement which conveyed the Committee’s
view of how they would like to have Minturn develop
in the future and to serve as a guide for the Minturn
Community Plan. The Community Plan was re-adopted
on August 5, 1998 and that Vision Statement remained
intact:

1998 VISION STATEMENT

“Minturn needs to retain its historical character and its
hometown, friendly atmosphere. We will stand out in this
resort valley by providing the sense of Colorado sought by
visitors from outside the community. We can only retain
our vibrancy and maintain our small town character by
providing adequate facilities and services to support well-
planned growth.”

In 2005, as part of the “Influencing Positive
Economic Change for Minturn”Workshop the following
Vision Statement was crafted:

2005 VISION STATEMENT

“Celebrate our Small Town Character and
Promote our Unique History while Enhancing our Quality
of Life!”

The Community Workshop #1 conducted in
February 2007 included a visioning exercise where the
participants were guided through a process to evaluate
the two previous vision statements and determine if
there was a need to more clearly define the vision. The
participants identified what they believe Minturn is
and the consultant team synthesized the feedback into
the following Vision Statement that was confirmed at

Community Workshop #2 (“Confirming the Concepts”):

2008 WORKING VISION STATEMENT

“Minturn is a Small, Tight-Knit, Vibrant Community that
Values its Natural Setting and Builds on its Mining and
Railroad Heritage.”

TovAL MEADOW MOUNTAIN
GAME CREEK

%) GROUSE CREEK
%,
2
A
@
e

O AVON/BEAVER CREEK

o 1,000 2000 300011

OLD TOWN * * MARTIN CREEK

LION’S HEAD

CROSS CREEK
USFS

SOUTH TOWN

« EAGLE RIVER
e U.S. HIGHWAY 24

T0.ED CuFF &
LB E

USFs RN

<

&
&
<

'-"" '-'P"l MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN

®2007 MINTURN, COLORADO

CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

e
[ 2|

04.02.08

Project: 16038.00



CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS

This chapter summarizes the assets and issues
that exist within Minturn. It summarizes the results from
previous planning reports and presents summaries of
all community participation involved in this process.

It then lays the foundation for the Revitalization Plan,
Streetscape Master Plan, and the other components of
this document.

DESIGN POLICIES & PLANS
AFFECTING TOWN CHARACTER

Background materials referenced throughout
the planning process include (in reverse chronological
order):

Capital Improvement Program 5-Year Plan-

Report on Citizen and Town Council requests for the
2007-2011 Capital Improvements (January 2007):
The primary goal of the CIP was to develop a strategic
financial planning and management document that
identified and analyzed short term and long-range
capital needs for the Town of Minturn, by identifying
the infrastructure, equipment and capital needs that
will be required to support and enhance the delivery of
services, to accommodate the Town's vision for growth
and development. The CIP incorporated general results
of the 2005 Community Survey, other citizen requests
for capital improvement projects and improvements
that the Town will likely be required to consider as it
grows. The proposed improvements were divided into
five categories: Transportation, Water, Wastewater and
Stormwater, Public Facilities, Community Enhancement
and Recreation, and Other.

Minturn “Three Mile” Plan for Annexation (1996-
Revised 2007): An evaluation of the areas withina
three-mile distance from the existing Town of Minturn
boundaries to determine which areas are suitable for
annexation and future development.

Minturn Main Street/Highway 24 Streetscape
Master Plan (February 2006): Downtown Streetscape
Plan for the stretch of Main Street considered the core
of town (Turntable District south to Meek Ave). The Plan
included proposed specific locations for site furniture,
special paving, and explored two optional “themes”:
Victorian and Industrial. The plan was presented to
Town Council in July 2006 and the general consensus
was Victorian, hearkening back to Minturn’s beginning.
Prepared by the Colorado Center for Community
Development (CCCD).

BACKGROUND

“Influencing Positive Economic Change for Minturn”
Workshop (November 2005/February 2006):
Workshop conducted by Clarke Becker, Executive
Director of the Colorado Rural Development Council
(CRDC). The workshop identified 3 keys to Minturn’s
economic development: 1) Provide an environment
conducive to doing business; 2) Improved community
infrastructure- water, sewer and pedestrian friendly
streetscape and; 3) Attracting new dollars without
sacrificing sense of community. The results of the
workshop were summarized in proposed actions the
town could undertake to accomplish the above. The
action items were organized into 4 categories: Historic
Preservation, Business to Business, Events and Activities,
and miscellaneous items specific to the town.

2005 Town of Minturn Community Survey: In 2005,
the Town of Minturn conducted a survey of its citizens to
help identify aspects of the Town that were significant
and meaningful. While the survey provided Town
Council, the Town Manager and Staff with an abundance
of recommendations about what to preserve and what
to change, the significance of certain key characteristics
of Minturn resonated in the survey results. These
characteristics included: Minturn’s small town character,
Minturn’s cultural diversity and rich history, Minturn’s
proximity to recreational and open space, and Minturn’s
need for improved public services.

Minturn Entry Visual Analysis (2005):
Photographic document containing site analysis and
entry visual studies along Hwy 24 from |70 south to
downtown. Document prepared by the Colorado Center
for Community Development (CCCD).

Town of Minturn Zoning Code- Chapter 16
(December 2005):

The code is drawn in accordance with the Minturn
Community Plan and is intended to implement said
Community Plan. The purpose of the Zoning Code

is to encourage the most appropriate use of land, to
preserve and promote Minturn’s economy, heritage and
small town qualities, and it is designed to promote the
health, safety, welfare and convenience of the citizens of
Minturn. The provisions of this Code shall apply to the
development of all land within the Town and shall be
considered as minimum requirements.

04.02.08 Project: 16038.00
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BACKGROUND

Minturn Design Standards and Guidelines (2005):
The purpose of the design standards and guidelines is
to establish certain criteria for new development that
will occur within the Town, new development that will
enhance the existing character and scale of this old
mining and railroad community. These standards and
guidelines are to be used as a supplement to the Town
of Minturn Zoning Code

Minturn Historic Downtown Photo Inventory (2005):
A photographic inventory of the majority of downtown
buildings identifying the date and style of all buildings.
Prepared by the Colorado Center for Community
Development (CCCD).

Eagle Valley Regional Trails Plan (2001): Plan created
to describe the vision for an Eagle Valley Regional

Trails System that will connect communities of the
Eagle River and Gore Creek Valleys with a network of
non-motorized transportation routes and recreation
opportunities throughout Eagle County. The specific
focus of the plan are the I-70 and Hwy 24 corridors.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP &
FOCUS GROUP FEEDBACK

Community participation was a critical
component of the planning process. Residents,
property owners, business and civic leaders participated
in two (2) Community Workshops and a series of Focus

Town of Minturn Community Plan (August 1998):
Outlines a course of action for dealing with the
pressures of future growth and development in Minturn

Groups. Community Workshop #1 (“Confirming the
Vision”) was designed to: a) engage the publicin the
design process, b) confirm the vision, c) build consensus
and d) identify opportunities and constraints for re-
development within the Town. The workshop included
the following activities: 1) A community-wide SW.O.T.
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats),
2) Downtown Use Preference Survey, 3) Community
Character Preference Survey, 4) “What Do You Love
About Minturn?” take home worksheet, and 5) Vision
Statement revision.

A series of six (6) Focus Groups were held over
the course of the following 2 months to identify key

while maintaining the small town quality of life. The Plan
is a wide-ranging, community-generated statement
about what is good and desirable for the future.

The Plan is a policy document for Minturn’s elected

and appointed officials and staff to use in making
recommendations and decisions on specific land use
and development proposals, and related policy matters
and is based on direction and input from the citizens
of Minturn. The Plan complements other planning and
land use documents developed by the community,
which include the Minturn Parks and Recreation Plan,
the 1975 Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Code.

Minturn Parks & Recreation Master Plan (1992):
The Plan contains: 1) An inventory and evaluation of

the existing parks, recreational facilities, open space issues, goals and project objectives within the specific
and trails within Minturn; 2) A needs assessment and areas of Visual Arts, Parks/Recreation/Open Space/Trails,
recommendations based on National Recreational Traffic/Parking, Seniors, Economic Development, and
and Parks Association Standards; 3) A series of Architectural Character/Historic Preservation.

recommendations for parks, trails, recreation facilities
and programs and; 4) Proposed a strategy for
implementing the Master Plan.

The following section includes brief summaries
of the Community Workshop #1 and Focus Groups held
during March and April 2007.

Minturn Valley Comprehensive Plan (1975): The
document identifies the goals and future policies as
stated by the citizens in a series of public meetings
and discussions. Areas that were studied include:
Economic and Fiscal Programs: Population, Housing,
Environmental Concerns, Community Facility Needs,
Recreational Needs, and Land Use Needs and related
problems. The document also addresses itself toward
setting forth recommendations which, ifimplemented
in partial if not in total, should provide a basic
framework for the future growth of the Minturn Valley.
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DOWNTOWN USE PREFERENCE SURVEY
Community Workshop #1 included an exercise
to identify specific uses desired in the downtown.
Participants were asked to rank a list of uses from
least important to most important within 7 separate
categories (Retail, Personal Services, Restaurant, Offices,
Public, Overnight Accommodations and Residential).
Following is a summary of the highest ranked uses:

RETAIL
+ Bakery
* Grocery
+ Bike Rental
+ Bank
+ Art Gallery

PERSONAL SERVICES
+*Gas Station

RESTAURANT
+ All Restaurant types

OFFICES
* Professional Offices
*Medical/Dental
Live/Work

PUBLIC
+ Police/Fire Station
« Community Center
+ Post Office
+ Parks
*Music /Performance Venue

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS
+ Hotel/Motel
+ Bed and Breakfast

RESIDENTIAL
+ Single family
+ Affordable Housing
‘Duplexes
+ Retirement /Assisted Living

(NOTE: All housing received high priority ranking
except for co-housing & multi-family)

KEY RESULTS - Community Workshop #1

04.02.08
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WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT MINTURN?

During the Community Workshop #1 the
participants were asked to fill out a questionnaire
regarding their reasons for moving to Minturn, what

they love most about Minturn, how can we best protect

what we love about Minturn, what would make living
in Minturn better and where they saw Minturn in
20/50/100 years. Following are excerpts from their
answers.

What do you like most about living in Minturn?
*The views, the lack of density, proximity in the Vail
Valley, access to trails, no large commercial stores or
franchises, and the people of Minturn.

«Itis a real town- not manufactured or Disneyland.
Minturn has character AND characters, a diverse
population (in age,income and race), and itis quirky!
+ Being able to walk to everything, its architectural
character, small town atmosphere, and it is not
prestigious.

*Quiet, small, eclectic, unique, non-touristy town with

more natural beauty then any other town in the valley.
*It’s a small town where people walk along the streets

and children can run around and play.

What one thing would make “Living in Minturn”
better for you?

A more vibrant downtown commercial area.
‘Reduce the traffic, it's speed, and stop truckers
from using Jake Brakes.
+Stop ugly home developments.
+To see Minturn develop into an artists community.
The railroad and mining history is a great attraction

for tourists. It is something we can honor and promote
through a museum. We need to create a living culture

that is rooted in what makes Minturn unique in the
valley, our artists & artisans.

+A recreation center with indoor gym, spa, games, etc.

KEY RESULTS - Community Workshop #1

Where do you see Minturn in 20/50/100 years?

*l would like to see Minturn grow slowly and in the
correct direction. Trafficis a very large concern as
development happens.

+ A place where out-of-towners want to come simply
because it’s not like the rest of the valley (i.e.: pre-
planned, highly regulated shops for only the wealthy).
Quirky.

+ As it was 20-50 years ago with thriving businesses
butwithoutsome of the problems it had. | hope it
won't change too much. Would like to see Minturn
progress as Telluride has with events, backpack stores,
coffee houses, and bakeries. Not with fur shops,
real estate offices, and bars.

+ Probably with big changes. Minturn will always have
great drinking water and friendly people.The whole
economic base is no longer railroad and mining.
*In 20 years, like to see key areas of town redeveloped
with more pedestrian friendly commercial areas, more
public services, and more amenities. The entry to
town (at Meadow Mountain) might have a museum
and information kiosk as well as access to hiking and
biking trails. The Eco Trail bike path will run from Dowd
Junction.

*Main Street commercial from end to end with shops,
galleries, and restaurants. Back streets with cluster
housing filled with families and young people.

“WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT MINTURN?”

“WHAT DO YOU LOVE ABOUT MINTURN?”
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KEY RESULTS - Community Workshop #1

COMMUNITY CHARACTER PREFERENCE
SURVEY

Participants in Community Workshop #1
were guided through an exercise designed to elicit
their perceptions on a number of subjects including:
Streetscape, Parking, Public Spaces, Open Space/Parks/
River’s Edge, Building Scale/Massing, Architectural
Character,and Signage. The key feedback from this
exercise is summarized in this section of the document.

STREETSCAPE
+ Sidewalk Improvements

(Widen Downtown sidewalks,
extend sidewalks to South Town,
add sidewalks in residential zones)
+ Improve Safety and Maintenance
* Incorporate Native plant species

Relocate resident parking on Main Street
+Consistent, historic street lights & furniture
+Street trees in select locations

PARKING

« Limited Space

« Large Parking Structure (Turntable)

+ Encourage mass transit, biking, and walking
+ Reserve on-street parking for visitors
« Strategically locate Bicycle Parking
+ More organized
+Discourage large surface lots

PUBLIC SPACES
» Enhance, define and increase
+ Enhance Outdoor experiences
* Minturn Market enhancement
(with pavers)
+ Additional playground &

pocket park locations

+ Incorporate public art

(Big, bold & whimsical)

‘Improve public access to Eagle River

CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS
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KEY RESULTS - Community Workshop #1

OPEN SPACE/PARKS/RIVER’S EDGE
+ Maintain, Improve and Preserve Open Space
+ Enhance Bridges with brick & stone
+ Mix of Park Types
« Clear Access and Signage
+Adequate Parking
+ Lack of Town Center Gazebo/ Bandstand
*Encourage colorful plants in parks
+ Expand Public Performance Space
+River Landscape- natural not urban
*Town Center gazebo bandstand

BUILDING SCALE / MASSING
+ Preserve Historic Buildings
+ Maintain access to sunlight and views
+ Contextual Building scale
« Energy Efficiency
+ Maximum 3 story building height

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER
+ Improve Design Guidelines
*Combination Victorian & Mountain Industrial
*Use color to keep it fun
*Log appropriate for low density residential
+ Nod to history, but look forward
+Allow for innovation, variety, creativity, whimsy

SIGNAGE
+ Consistent in size & material. Scale
commensurate with building scale
*Gateways enhance the entry experience
Directional for public uses
(Town Hall, services, parks, etc.)
‘Interpretive signage- understated
*Banners- opportunity to announce events

I'--fl-q-"l MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS
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KEY RESULTS - Focus Groups

VISUAL ARTS COMMITTEE

Goals of the Visual Arts Committee:
*Re-establish Minturn as an artist’s community.

+ Resurrect the Summervail Workshop for Art & Critical
Studies at Maloit Park.

+Visiting artists & students from around the world
*Expand to include year round programs
*Promote local artists
*Host Art Exhibitions
«Affilliate with Colorado Mountain College, Ginn
Company, Minturn Community Fund,

Vail Valley Foundation, Art Student’s League,
Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design

PARKS, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE and TRAILS

(1992 PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER
PLAN AS BASIS FOR DISCUSSIONS)

PARKS
‘Improve Existing Parks
Provide additional pocket parks downtown
*Expand Maloit Park to include Regional Facilities
+ Develop Kayak park
+ Develop portion of Martin Creek Park site
+ USFS Boneyard Park

RECREATION

‘Develop Community Center at expanded
Minturn Recreation Area Site
(eSenior Center °Youth Center °Pool eSkateboard Park
eMeeting Rooms °Soccer Fields eOutdoor Pavilion)
+Identify Horse Stable location
+Locate Ice-skating Rink downtown as attraction

i I
OPEN SPACE B e E!
*Protect/ preserve Open Space with )
interpretive/educational signage [T
*Formalize elk observation areas

TRAILS
+Preserve/ enhance existing trails
*Formalize and add parking at trail head
+Add trail along west side of town to connect to Maloit
Park
+*Minturn Mile” marathon- loop trail

+Add trail above Taylor Park- connect to Game Creek
Trail

+ Construct trail/ walk along entire length of HWY24

04.02.08 Project: 16038.00
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TRAFFIC and PARKING

PARKING
*Reclaim land within U.S. 24 R.O.W. for parking,
sidewalks, & landscape (Southtown & Downtown)
*Adequate & Accessible parking
+ Maximize parallel on-street parking

TRANSIT
+Locate transit hub with substantial parking at
Dowd Junction and/ or at the Turntable
*Increase bus frequency & clearly identify stops

SAFETY
*Address Safety (mitigate speeds & volumes)

TRAFFIC

*Redesign streets to slow down traffic (Main St. & side

streets)

*Enhance Cemetery Road/U.S. 24 intersection
*Enhance Main St. & Bellm Bridge at“S” curve
intersection
‘Explore use of speed bumps

SIDEWALKS
+Consistent & wider sidewalks
*Provide sidewalks/ pathways to river

WALKWAYS
+Crosswalks & curb extensions at key intersections

MINTURN, COLORADO

KEY RESULTS - Focus Groups

EXISTING

CONDITION

SENIOR’S GROUP " SENIOR’S OF.

WHAT PART OF MINTURN DO YOU WANT TO
PRESERVE?
A small town atmosphere
(small, intimate and functional)
-Maintain scale of Main Street,
Divert excess traffic around town.

WHAT ONE AMENITY WOULD YOU LIKETO
SEE IN MINTURN?
* Grocery
+ Pharmacy
+Train or Light Rail
+ Seniors’ Center, a Town Hall space that can be rented

P

_,-'-'1

MINTURN

for parties, theater, dancing girls
« Transportation for seniors to get to the store
Affordable housing
+ Assisted living or daily assistance
+ More parking

WHAT CHANGES WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE
TAKE PLACE IN MINTURN?
+ An enforceable building height limit
+ Walkable sidewalks (currently in disrepair)
+ Lower property taxes
+ More commerce on Main St.
+ More practical amenities for the residents

CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Economic Development Concerns:
* Issues with business hours
+ Parking
+ Consistency of enforcement of the regulations
*Projects Town Council approves are not consistent with
what is being built
*Town is not business friendly
*Real estate prices have risen dramatically

Overall agreement that there is a need for:
« Stronger Regulations
+ Enforcement of Violations
+ Consistency of Enforcement
+ Honesty - less secrecy and honest answers when
questions are asked
*More parking (Parking structure @ Turntable)
+ Increased service and connectivity
+ Accommodations for biking (ECO-Trail)
*Rejuvenation of Riverfront
+Capitalize on the Minturn Market to bring clientele to
balance downtown businesses
+“De-gentrify” & re-establish mix of vendors at the
Market
+ Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(Market the town)

KEY RESULTS - Focus Groups

CHAPTER 2: EXISTING CONDITIONS
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KEY RESULTS - Focus Groups

ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER / HISTORIC
PRESERVATION

CONCLUSIONS

+ Prefer local vernacular styles
+ Genuine (not fake) buildings that use natural materials-
stone, brick & wood.
+ Quirky and free-spirited architectural expressions,
including colors & details.
+ Appreciate prideful maintenance of buildings and their
sites, even if they are mobile & manufactured homes. pr——— BT ————
« Prefer buildings interestingly articulated, that would (X X X ) (X A K ] ® @
make use of a variety of exterior materials.
« Dislike buildings that are too large and out of scale with
their surroundings
(too monolithic, lacking in articulation & detail).
« Dislike buildings foreign to Minturn (too modern, too
urban, and not contextual).
« Important for buildings to give something back to the
street
(inviting pedestrian level treatment, attractive
landscaping)
« Even old & dilapidated buildings that have “character”
are better than bland featureless new buildings.

intum Car Wash- 455 Main St.

Sl ans s F IS TR

“The Saloon - 146 Main St. 484 Eagle St. 449 Pine St.

General Comments
+ Good to be quirky & free-wheeling,  » Buildings can be old & dilapidated, + Scale & Massing- Does not fit
as long as it is neat & maintained as long as they have character + Monolithic- Lack of articulati
« “Prideful in its trailemess” « Minturn needs to preserve its scale & density

F
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NORTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN

CHAPTER 3: URBAN DESIGN
FRAMEWORK

Chapter 3 is organized as follows:

*NORTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN
*DOWNTOWN MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN
+SOUTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN

The team conducted a SW.O.T. exercise during
the Community Workshop #1 to solicit feedback on
resident opinions regarding the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities, and threats within the Town of Minturn.
The feedback from this exercise (summarized in the
North Minturn, Downtown Minturn, and South Minturn
S.W.O.T.Results and the Focus Groups appendicies) was
used to formulate the following Revitalization Plans for
North Minturn, Downtown Minturn and South Minturn.
This chapter summarizes the key components of the
Revitalization Plan within each sub-area.

The North Minturn sub-area encompasses the
portion of Minturn that lies on either side of Hwy 24
from I-70/Dowd Junction south to the north end of
Downtown Minturn.

DOWD JUNCTION VILLAGE

Located immediately south of I-70 on Hwy 24,
Dowd Junction Village serves as the firstimpression
of Minturn and is a key re-development site. The
vision for this site includes: a Welcome/Information
Center; an Intermodal Transit Facility providing transit
service connections to communities along the I-70
corridor from Minturn, including a Park-n-Ride lot;
Meadow Mountain Trailhead with interpretive signage;
an enhancement of the tubing hill; parking for a
kayak launch across Hwy 24 and the potential for a
small mixed-use Village incorporating convenience
commercial uses and affordable housing.

GATEWAYS

The North Minturn Sub-area Plan includes one
gateway; the Down Valley Gateway. The concept for
this is described in detail in Chapter 4: US Hwy 24/Main
Street Streetscape.

DOWD JUNCTION

MEADOW MOUNTAIN BUSINESS PARK

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

The consultant team worked with an ad-
hoc committee formed to identify a key list of
potential projects for funding through the Federal
Transportation Enhancement Program.The primary
focus was on north-south pedestrian/bike connections
between the regional ECO-Trail along I-70 and
Downtown Minturn. A number of options were
identified and are illustrated on the graphic to the
right.The top priority identified by the committee was
the connection from the I-70 ECO Eagle Valley Core
Trail south to County Road P14 (CR P14) bridge, where
the bicyclist could use the gravel CR P14 to travel into
town.

BONEYARD PARCEL

This site has been identified as a prime candidate
for a waste water treatment facility for the Town of
Minturn.The physical and visual impacts of this type of
facility at the entry to town are significant and would
need to be substantially mitigated.The wildlife corridor
would need to be accommodated as well as generous
landscape buffers to screen the use. The architecture of
the building would need to be enhanced to blend in
with the natural surroundings.

LANDSCAPE BUFFERS

In addition to the buffers required for the
potential waste water treatment facility, buffers should
be incorporated along the east side of Hwy 24 adjacent
to the Meadow Mountain Business Park.

TRAILHEADS/TRAILS

Overall, there was a desire to enhance the
trailheads (Meadow Mountain, Grouse Creek and
Game Creek) with additional parking and interpretive
signage.

TURNTABLE DISTRICT/TAYLOR PARK

The Turntable District is envisioned as a logical
northerly extension of Downtown incorporating
a mixture of retail, office, accommaodations,and
residential uses. There is tremendous development
potential in this area and will allow the downtown to
maintain its historic character by focusing the more
intense development on land that has no existing
buildings. In addition, it is the most appropriate
location for structured parking to serve both the
Turntable Development and the Downtown.

The Taylor Park neighborhood could be
expanded west to the R.R. tracks, incorporating a
mixture of single-family, multi-family and service
industrial uses. Chapter 9 includes a detailed
description of this concept.

CHAPTER 3: URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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NORTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN
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DOWNTOWN MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN

The Downtown Minturn Sub-area encompasses
that portion of Minturn that lies predominately
between the Eagle River and the steep west hill-side
slope from the north and of the Downtown south to
Cemetery Bridge.

GATEWAYS

The Downtown Minturn Sub-area contains one
gateway: the Downtown Gateway at the north end of
Downtown.The concept for this gateway is described in
detail in Chapter 4: US Hwy 24/Main Street Streetscape.

DOWNTOWN CORE

The existing Downtown Core generally defined
as that area on either side of Hwy 24 from Bellm
Bridge south to Norman Avenue is the current “Heart
of Minturn’ It is where the original town began, and
it is where the major concentration of businesses are
located. It is where the majority of the new mixed-
use development and residences have ocurred, and
yet the Core contains numerous empty storefronts
and closed businesses.The Minturn Market is a key
component of the Downtown Core and as such should
be enhanced and formalized with pavers and lighting.
The Preservation Focus Group concluded that the
downtown area should maintain it's small town quirky
character. The concensus of the Community Workshop
was the need to expand the Downtown north across
Bellm Bridge to incorporate the Turntable District as a
mixed-use development that could reach significantly
higher densities than the historic core and provide
much needed parking for the entire Downtown.

MAIN STREET/US HWY 24

Main Street/Hwy 24 is the primary route
between I-70 and Leadville and is the only continuous
north-south vehicular connection through town.
It carries a substantial amount of traffic. The R.O.W.
through Downtown is extremely narrow and the
sidewalks are minimal. The key improvements identified
through the workshop and focus groups were: 1) Add
new and enhance existing sidewalks, 2) neck-down
Main Street at selected intersections to facilitate safe
pedestrian crossings, 3) underground overhead utilities,

4) incorporate traffic calming measures and 5) define
on-street parallel parking.

The intersection at Cemetery Road should be
improved to facilitate safer turning movements and
pedestrian circulation. The left turn lane should be
better defined, the bridge should be enhanced to
accommodate pedestrian crossings.

LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD STREETS

The streets parallel to Hwy 24 (Eagle, Pine,
Boulder) are extremely narrow. The edges are generally
not well defined. These streets could benefit from
undergrounding the overhead utilities and defining
curb edges and parallel parking opportunities.

BIKE CIRCULATION/PEDESTRIAN

The Revitalization Framework Plan illustrates a
multitude of potential pedestrian/bicycle paths that
the Town of Minturn could develop in conjunction
with the ECO-Trails group.The “West Minturn Trail”
is aligned to provide an alternative safe north-south
bicycle connection from town to Maloit Park, Minturn
Middle School, and to Little Beach Park and the future
Minturn Recreation Area across the Cemetery Bridge.
The west end of Harrison Ave. provides the connection
up to the trail that would then parallel the west edge
of town. Bike/pedestrian paths are proposed along the
east side of the Eagle River and above the UP R.R.tracks,
following the alignment of existing informal trails.

Lack of public access to the river was identified
as a critical problem in Minturn.Three opportunities
within the downtown were identified as potential
candidates for access to the river (the eastern terminus
of Toledo, Harrison and Meek Avenues). Please see
Chapter 7 for additional details on this concept.

TRAILS/TRAILHEADS

The Minturn/Grouse Creek Trailhead is relatively
unknown, except to locals.The concensus of the Parks
and Recreation Focus Group was that this trail and
trailhead should be formalized and better identified.

LANDSCAPE BUFFERS

The Enclave buildings have a significantimpact on
kayakers and rafters, compromising the river experience.
Additional riparian landscaping along the rivers edge was
identified as a potential solution.

CHAPTER 3: URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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DOWNTOWN MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN
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SOUTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN

The South Minturn sub-area encompasses that
portion of Minturn that lies on either side of Hwy 24
between the steep hillside slopes from the Cemetery
Bridge south to Cross Creek and the entry to Minturn
Middle School and Maloit Park.

GATEWAYS

The South Minturn sub-area contains the South
Gateway to Minturn, located at Cross Creek and the
entry to Maloit Park and Minturn Middle School. This
gateway is discussed in Chapter 4: US Hwy 24/ Main
Street Streetscape.

MAIN STREET/HWY 24

Hwy 24 takes on a very different character in

South Minturn; the highway R.O.W.is 80 feet (vs. 55 feet

in downtown) and the buildings are set back further
from the street edge. There is no defined curb and
gutter or parking and sidewalks are non-existent. Traffic
moves faster through this section of highway.

The development pattern in South Minturn is
less formalized with multiple driveways to serve the
residents and businesses. There are no formal side
streets. This creates a dangerous pattern requiring
vehicles to back into highway traffic. The improvements
proposed are illustrated in detail in Chapter 4,and
generally include: 1) define the travel and parking
lanes 2) Provide sidewalks on both sides of the
street 3) Introduce on-street parallel parking,and 4)
Consolidate curb cuts.

BIKE/PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

SOUTH MINTURN RETAIL

The West Minturn Trail continues south from
downtown along the west edge of South Minturn and
ultimately makes its way to Maloit Park and Minturn
Middle School, providing a safe bike connection to
school and the related public facilities. Pedestrian/bike
paths are also recommended along the east side of the
UPRR.

TRAILHEADS/TRAILS

The Martin Creek Trailhead should be formalized,
enhanced and parking provided. The opportunity to
develop this trailhead in conjunction with a park and
a mixed density/mixed income neighborhood was
identified in the community workshop.

MINTURN RECREATION AREA

The C.I.P. identified a number of recreational
needs that are not accommodated in the town
of Minturn; this need was reinforced during the
community workshop and the Parks/Recreation/
Open Space/Trails Focus Group. Chapter 7 provides
additional detail on the concepts for the organization
of those components desired in the Minturn
Recreation Area that include: recreation/community
center, senior center, indoor pool, outdoor playing
fields, parking , rest rooms, and picnic shelters.

MALOIT PARK/VISUAL ARTS CENTER

Members of the Visual Arts Focus Group
(“The Minturn Citizens For The Visual Arts”) has put
forth a proposal to re-establish Minturn as an artist’s
community by resurrecting the Summervail Workshop
for Art and Critical Studies. The original Summervail
Workshop was a summer only facility, but there is
potential to create a year-round facility with the
support of the arts community.

Since the demise of the Summervail Workshop,
with the exception of limited offerings by Colorado
Mountain College in Edwards, no significant art
education or other fine arts program exists within
Eagle County.

Maloit Park, a 105 acre tract of land currently
housing the Minturn Middle School and Meet the
Wilderness Program, is an ideal site for a Campus
for the Arts. In addition there is the old high school
building which used to house the Summervail
Workshop and now is used for the annual rummage
sale. Much of the remaining acreage is unused. Itis a
beautiful private site with a wilderness trail linking up
to Cross Creek and Holy Cross Mountain. The vacant
land is currently owned by the Eagle County School
District. As envisioned, the Campus would attract
instructors and students from around the world with
instructional programs and workshops. It would
provide weekly classes to residents in the arts, provide

a children’s art instruction program, host art exhibitions

and promote local artists. It would also sponsor week
long and weekend workshop programs throughout
the year with guest artist instructors and students.

OPPORTUNITY SITES

A number of sites in South Minturn were
identified as potential candidates for redevelopment
to accommodate public and/or private uses. A key
need identified in the community workshops and focus
groups was affordable housing. Some of these sites are
excellent locations for a mixed density neighborhood
development. These sites are described in additional
detail in Chapter 9: Opportunity Sites.

USFS Boneyard Park/USFS Parcel (6.1 Acres)

Straddling Hwy 24 at the south end of South
Minturn are two parcels owned by the U.S. Forest
Service. The site on the East side of the highway is
narrow and in close proximity to the Eagle River with
no significant building development potential, but is
an ideal location for an informal riverfront park. Across
the highway is a 6.1 acre land parcel that presents an
excellent opportunity for a small mixed density/mixed
income residential neighborhood—a logical southerly
extension of the South Town district.

Martin Creek Park/Open Space (11 Acres)

Tucked behind homes and businesses that
line the West side of the highway in South Minturn is
an 11 acre site ideally positioned to provide a more
formalized access to the Martin Creek Trailhead. This
parcel is primarily intended to remain as open space
however it could potentially provide an opportunity for
other public amenities.

School District Parcel
Located adjacent to the Minturn Middle School,
this site could be redeveloped to a higher density to
house both the middle school teachers and the visiting
instructors and students at the new visual arts center.
; 7

.
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SOUTH MINTURN REVITALIZATION FRAMEWORK PLAN
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STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN

CHAPTER 4: US HWY 24/ MAIN
STREET STREETSCAPE & GATEWAYS

Chapter 4 is organized as follows:

+US HWY 24 MAIN STREET STREETSCAPE PLAN
+STREETSCAPE SECTIONS

*GATEWAYS

+ BRIDGES

+"HEART OF MINTURN" CONCEPT

+SOUTH MINTURN STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS
+STREET FURNITURE

*LIGHTING

US HIGHWAY 24/MAIN STREET VISION

A town’s Main Street should be a reflection
of its citizen’s deep-seated values. The people of
Minturn have clarified their preference to keep what
is distinctive about the town'’s character and to shun
the temptation to reinvent its image with kitschy
ornamentation and popular town makeover design
solutions. They have expressed a heartfelt interest in
maintaining the funky disorder, and twentieth century
artsy-folksy culture that brought them to Minturn in
the first place. The Minturn Streetscape Master Plan
contained herein attempts to satisfy these community
edicts while acknowledging that the town will face
unanticipated challenges due to its fortuitous location
and recent popularity.

Minturn’s Streetscape Master Plan focuses on
the town'’s circulation spine, Hwy 24, as it winds its way
south, from [-70, south through the Eagle River valley
and right up against the very homes, businesses, and
institutions that represent what Minturn stands for in
the eyes of visitors and residents alike. The intent of this
Streetscape Master Plan is to fulfill a design Vision that
seeks to enhance the experience of travelers along this
spine by developing a strategy to strengthen Minturn'’s
streetscape character while acknowledging the town'’s
roots and inherent personality. This strategy can be
realized by recognizing the significance of thresholds,
amplifying the visual connections to the surrounding
natural landscape, celebrating the uniquely appealing
character of each corridor segment, and linking the
entire system with consistent alternative circulation
facilities, plantings, furnishings, and other public
amenities.

CONTEXT & OBJECTIVES

The town’s charming character is rooted
in its attractive downtown and its extraordinary
Rocky Mountain valley setting. Six “Character Zones”
have been identified within this context, each zone
displays a different set of attributes and challenges for
improvements.

The overarching objective for the Streetscape
Master Plan is to fulfill the Streetscape Master Plan
Vision while respecting and enhancing the context of
each Character Zone.

Town-wide streetscape objectives include:

+ To present an appropriate and recognizable
streetscape character and image

+ Tolink all street segments with signage, planting, and
bicycle and pedestrian facilities

+ Toimplement a “Kit of Parts” approach to streetscape
elements that provides a unifying theme of materials,
colors,and styles.

Character Area A: Eagle River Valley
Context: A classic Rocky Mountain setting viewed from
a gently curving roadway.

Objective: The north gateway to Minturn provides clear
opportunities for establishing identity and enhancing
scenic views. Design objectives include: placing

the north gateway element on a prominent bluff;
enhancing the North Gate Bridge; screening views of
industrial activities along the east side of the highway;
and focusing scenic vistas with added plantings.

Character Area B: North Town Approach

Context: A more sharply curving road with a narrowed
viewshed that is edged by a steep mountainside to the
west.

Objective: This transition zone between the natural
valley to the north and downtown to the south benefits
from the dramatic mountainside that edges the west
side of the road and the river valley views to the east.
Design objectives include: enhancing the appearance
of the mountainside;improving pedestrian access and
circulation; adding signature way-finding signage; and
buffering and focusing views at the “S” turn.

Character Area C: Downtown Minturn

Context: An eclectic mix of late Victorian and early
twentieth century “mining” architecture converge with
the signs of mid-twentieth century alternative lifestyles
to display a laid back funky-historic aesthetic.

Objective: Downtown Main Street has the makings of a
great street including clear boundaries, intimate scale,
consistent density, character architecture, a market
square, connections to parking, trails, and the river.
Design objectives include: working with the strong local
character, (friendly, unpresuming, funky, small mountain
town without a self-conscious attitude) that is already
present to promote a vibrant street character that
provides a welcoming, consistent, and attractive public
image for Minturn.

Character Area D: The Narrows

Context: The natural setting separates downtown from
South Minturn with a picturesque and undeveloped
character that helps to immerse the town in its natural
environment and enhance the differences between the
Downtown and South Minturn character zones.

Objective: River views and mountain woodlands

edge this section of roadway forcing the streetscape
located between the town’s two villages to interface
with nature. Design objectives center on providing a
continuous sidewalk and multi-use trail as well as clear
views of key natural features.

Character Area E: South Minturn

Context: The lively mixed-use frontage of this stretch
of Hwy 24 presents a slightly confused pattern to

the visitor. A wide right-of-way and the surrounding
mountain setting provide significant opportunities for
unifying the street’s character.

Objective: South Minturn has a wild and unruly
character that can be tamed and unified by developing
a consistent street edge. Design objectives include:
extending themes from downtown such as Period
lighting and event banners to unify the two districts;
organizing on-street parking; adding edge plantings;
and providing continuous sidewalks.

Character Area F : South Town Approach

Context: Views of the Eagle River mix with that of the
newer residential neighborhoods on the east side of the
highway and mountain vistas.Together they provide
the sense of a close-knit mountain community.

Objective: Celebrating the crossing of Cross Creek

is a symbolic gesture meant to link the streetscape
experience with the greater natural and cultural
context. Creating a bridge-like edge to the roadway
announces the submersed creek to the traveler and
provides a threshold for experiencing the South
Minturn village to the north and the wilder mountain
vistas to the south.

CHAPTER 4: US HIGHWAY 24/MAIN STREET STREETSCAPE
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STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
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STREET SECTIONS

STREET SECTIONS
Streetscape Master Plan Recommendations for
Downtown and South Minturn

The Vision and Objectives set forth can be
realized through the comprehensive implementation of
the following design recommendations.

+ Install uniform Period lighting along Hwy 24 from the
North Town Approach south through South Minturn

to provide continuity along the highway and visually
connect the North Town and South Town areas of
Minturn.

SECTION A
Eagle River Valley - Looking North

+ Widen sidewalks and connect Main Street pedestrians
to neighborhoods, the riverfront, trails, parks, and off
street destinations such the Minturn Market and the
proposed “Turntable Re-Development.”

+ Assemble a family of streetscape materials and
elements that will extend and enhance the Town
streetscape character. This “Kit of Parts” will include:

TRAVEL
(NB) l Shoulder

!

(sB)
P

TRAVEL l

Buffer l
12c 1

Shoulder l
P

SWALE 12 10’

North Town Approach - Looking North

Travel
(SB) J

Sho.l

SECTION B

Eagle River

5| 125 |

Monument Gateway Signs, Way-finding Signs, special

; 2 ; 10°
crosswalk paving, special sidewalk paving, benches,

2’ 20

b 80" R.OW.
trash receptacles, sidewalk planters, street trees, and

garden fencing.

*To maintain the special character of downtown, several
styles of benches, fences, and planters should be
developed, each using the same materials and colors. SECTION C
+ Create new guidelines for private buildings including Downtown Minturn - Looking North
architectural colors, treatments, and identification signs.

+ Plant street trees, road edges, and sidewalk planters to
“green up”the downtown areas. @
+ Provide attractive and unique Town Gateway elements 7
and way finding signs.

+ Enhance the 3 Eagle River bridges to better
accommodate pedestrians and to provide a consistent,

55’ R.O.W.

The Narrows - Looking North

Travel

SECTION D

e

N Travel
and attractive character. Swalel Walk Sho.l (SB) J (NB) lsr\o. Buffer l Walk J
R 7 1 e[ 5] 127 | 127 | 5 20° T 10 T3
+ Encourage private development and redevelopment > oY Y
along Main Street that is aesthetically consistent with 20 ROW

the streetscape theme and town character.

Travel Travel
ParkingJ (SB) l (NB) lParking
+ Link downtown Minturn’s character with South 7.5 g | 12 T 127 1 g 7.5
Minturn through trail and walkway connections and 40’
implementation of the Kit of Parts. 55 R.OW.
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Street-side Planting Guidelines

Select Plants from the Recommended Plant List,
see Appendix

Provide irrigation for all plants to be located in

the Downtown area and preferably for all plants in
the South Minturn streetscape as well

Do not obscure motorist sight lines with proposed
plantings. Shrub, groundcover, and omamental
plantings near intersections should not exceed
24”mature height. Prune street trees up so that
branches begin at least 7 feet above finish grade
For areas outside of the Downtown Minturn, select
native plants whenever possible

Establish a landscape maintenance plan with
specifications, budget, and funding prior to
planting each project

South Town Approach - Looking North

STREET SECTIONS

SECTIONE

South Town Minturn - Looking North
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1l Il
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Travel Travel
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Special Design Guidelines for Specific Street Sections

Street Section A- Eagle River Valley

Rural section with wide shoulders
Enhance/identify pedestrian crossings at Dowd
Junction

Detached pedestrian/bike path separated by
wide landscape buffer

Street Section B- North Town Approach

Tight rural section with narrow shoulder on west
hillside slope

Wide attached pedestrian/bike walk
cantilievered over Eagle River separated from
traffic with railing

Street Section C- Downtown Minturn

Urban section with standard curb and gutter
Raise elevation and/or change pavement texture
at pedestrian crossings

Create curb bump-outs at comers to facilitate
pedestrian crossings

On-street parallel parking

Attached urban sidewalk incorporating accent
pavement

Street Section D- The Narrows

Rural section with narrow shoulders
Use curbs at pedestrian crossings

Street Section E- South Town Minturn

6-inch roll-over curb on east side with 18-inch
extended gutters and 6” standard curb on west
side

Allow for driveway access to adjacent properties
Consolidate curb-cuts/share driveways

Center shared curb cuts on property line
On-street attached 6" sidewalks

Substantial front-yard buffers

« Street Section F1- South Town Approach

Rural section with narrow shoulders
10’detached sidewalk on east side of Hwy 24

« Street Section F2- South Gateway

Rural section with narrow shoulders
10’detached sidewalk on east side of Hwy 24
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NORTH GATEWAY CONCEPT

Over-arching Objectives for Town Gateways
The North and South Town gateways celebrate

the thresholds to the community and welcome the

visitor to Minturn.They are visually prominent and

composed of native stone materials that are used in

a horizontal format sympathetic to the surrounding

natural rock formations.The walls are highlighted

by a wrought iron interpretation of the town logo

silhouetted against the native landscape and mountain

sky.

NORTH GATEWAY CONCEPTS

North Gateway Monument: Perched on a prominent
bluff to the approaching southbound driver’s right at
the intersection with CR P14, the north gateway icon
presents a welcoming symbol at the community’s north
edge. A buff-colored, low stonewall reflects the layered
geology of the surrounding mountainsides and it is
punctuated by a wrought iron ring displaying Minturn’s
name and logo, the Mount of the Holy Cross.

North Gateway Bridge: The existing bridge providing
the connection to CR P14 should be enhanced to
handle the regional ECO bicycle trail and to highlight
the structure when viewed from the highway. Aesthetic
improvements could range from enhancing the arch
over the riverbed (Figure 1) to a rural covered bridge
(Figure 2) incorporating new pedestrian/bicycle
lanes;improvements to the railings and posts and its
structural properties. This vehicle/pedestrian bridge has
been envisioned in community workshops as a rural
covered wooden bridge that operates year-round; its
structure could be metal or concrete. A sound wooden
structure is also acceptable.

PROPOSED- NORTH GATEWAY MONUMENT

PROPOSED -NORTH GATEWAY
(LOOKING SOUTH AT CR P14)

FIGURE 1

EXISTING -NORTH GATEWAY

S

pecial Design Guidelines for North Gateway

Pedestrian/Bicycle/XC Ski Circulation

- Path standards (width, surface treatment, etc.)
consistent with ECO-Trail standards

- Delineate crosswalks and bicycle tums with
paint and markers

- Utilize pedestrian-activated signal at Dowd
Junction if required

+ Vegetation/Landscape

- Select and locate plantings as necessary to
repair disturbed areas, fill in shrubs on street
edges, and plant evergreens to provide a natural
forest backdrop for the gateway monument

- Native species exclusively

- Incorporate best practices of erosion control
design and water retention

- Maintain clear sight lines of the Gateway
Monument, Bridge, and Bridge Intersection. Do
not plant trees or shrubs that will obscure these
views

+ Way-finding Signs

- Placementinside right-of-way
- Location of signs according to pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular sightlines

+ Monument

- Placement outside and justified to the right-of-
way

- Configuration to blend with the natural
landscape

+ Structures

- New bridge structures must be compatible
with the natural landscape and enhance the
aesthetic quality of the gateway

+ Maintenance

- Design considering seasons: snow removal
and conversion of bicycle trail to XC-Ski trail in
winter
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SOUTH GATEWAY CONCEPT

PROPOSED- SOUTH GATEWAY MONUMENT
(LOOKING NORTH)

SOUTH GATEWAY CONCEPTS

South Gateway Monument: Reflecting the shapes and
materials of the North Gateway icon, the South Gateway
wall is necessarily closer to the road and shorter due to
the existing topography but should be no less effective
in announcing the south threshold to this mountain
community.

Cross Creek Bridge: Cross Creek flows under Hwy 24
through a culvert and no bridge exists at this location
but the opportunity to celebrate the creek and the
crossing experience has been seized with the design
of bridge elements that frame the roadway, separate
the pedestrian sidewalk and are detailed with light
fixtures mounted to the wall posts. The light posts are
consistent with downtown light fixtures.The sidewalk
and multi-use trail can span the creek on the west side
over a separate or adjacent structure to the roadway.

PROPOSED CONCEPT - SOUTH GATEWAY “BRIDGE”
(LOOKING NORTH AT CROSS CREEK)

Special Design Guidelines for South Gateway
« Pedestrian/Bicycle/XC Ski Circulation
- Path standards (width, surface treatment, etc.)
consistent with ECO-Trail standards
- Delineate crosswalks and bicycle turns with
paint and markers
+ Landscape/Vegetation
- Native species exclusively
- Incorporate best practices of erosion control
design and water retention
- Maintain clear sight lines of the Gateway
Monument, Cross Creek Walls, and Cross Creek
intersection. Do not plant trees or shrubs that
will obscure these views.
+ Way-finding Signs
- Placementinside right-of-way
- Location of signs according to pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular sightlines
- Place evergreen trees so that they will provide a
strong backdrop for the Gateway Monument
« Monument
- Placement inside the right-of-way allowed if not
encroaching into shoulder
- Configuration to blend with the natural
landscape
Structures
- New bridge structures must be compatible with
the natural landscape and enhance the
aesthetic quality of the gateway
- Design bridge walls to prevent splashing on
sidewalks and trail
Maintenance
- Design considering seasons: snow removal and
conversion of bicycle trail to XC-Ski trail in winter

FIGURE 3
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DOWNTOWN GATEWAY CONCEPT

DOWNTOWN GATEWAY CONCEPT
Downtown Gateway: Entering Downtown from
the north, the scene shifts dramatically as one

approaches the last“S”turn before entering downtown.

The experience of approaching downtown is then
punctuated on the riverside to the left with a
pedestrian bridge to the Turntable Districtand a
cantilevered “Riverwalk”adjacent to the roadway.

To the right terraced plantings cascade down the
steep mountainside, retained by native stone walls.
A pedestrian plaza in front of Chilli Willi's provides an
extension of the Minturn Market and is defined with
accent pavement, detailed with period lighting and
a monument indicating the arrival to the heart of the
Town.

Special Design Guidelines for Downtown Gateway
* Pedestrian/Bicycle Circulation
- Path design on cantilevered portion (width,
surface treatment, etc.) consistent with ECO-Trail
standards
- Delineate crosswalks and bicycle turns with
paint and accent pavement
+ Landscape/Vegetation
- Avariety of plantings are proposed to enhance
the new streetscape and plaza
- Seasonal hanging planters on light fixtures
- Alongthestreet, large deciduous trees such
as hybrid Elms or Seedless Green Ash are
recommended to provide a shady summer
canopy and maintain clear views of businesses,
pedestrians, and on-coming traffic
- Incorporate evergreen trees to improve the year
round appearance of backdrop areas around
buildings and away from the street
- Lowshrubs and groundcover plantings will
provide a solid understory for curb bump out
areas
- Seasonal flowers for summer color are proposed
for the free-standing planters along sidewalks
and in plazas and for hanging baskets on
streetlights
- Enhance hillside terraces and other natural
areas adjacent to the street with spreading,
native vines and shrubs

PROPOSED - DOWNTOWN GATEWAY
(LOOKING SOUTH)

PERIOD LIGHTING l

L%,
llrIlll,‘

e T

+ Way-finding Signs

- Placement inside right-of-way
- Location of signs according to pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular sightlines

Figure 5,-* ff

AR
(L)

F
BEGIN STANDARD CURB TTER “
— o)
|
DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE I __.,r

TERRACED PLANTINGS TO
RETAIN STEEP HILLSIDE
SLOPE. NATIVE ROCK.

+ Monument
- Placement of monument (column or flag pole)
outside right-of-way in Market plaza
- Configuration to create a unique icon to the Town

« Structures
- Bridge and wall structures must be compatible
with the natural landscape and enhance the
aesthetic quality of the gateway
- Design bridge walls to prevent splashing on
sidewalks and trail
- Retaining walls to be built with local materials
« Maintenance
- Design considering snow plowing and snow
removal
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BRIDGE CONCEPTS

(LOOKING NORTH) PROPOSED- BELLM BRIDGE

(LOOKING NORTHWEST)

Minturn has 3 visually prominent bridges that ?
cross the Eagle River:The North Gate Trail Bridge, the
downtown Bellm Bridge, and the Cemetery Street
Bridge. In addition, this vision guide considers the
crossing of Hwy 24 over the Cross Creek in the same
category. Design objectives are to enhance the
appearance and pedestrian facilities on each bridge
by imparting a unifying theme and character while
celebrating the Bellm Bridge as the most significant
structure.

Bellm Bridge

One of the community’s most viewed icons,
Bellm Bridge presents a significant opportunity for
enhancing the visual quality of downtown Minturn.The
bridge connects the Market Square with the Turntable
District on the north side of the bridge where critical
public parking and an extension of the Minturn Market
can be accommodated. To perform this function
and enhance the pedestrian experience, the bridge
is proposed as a “bridge of flowers” with continuous
flower boxes on both sides and the sidewalk on the east
side designed as a raised arched walkway.

Special Design Guidelines for Bridges
+ Pedestrian, Bicycle and Vehicular Circulation
- Pedestrian and vehicular circulation clearly
separated from each other with curbs or walls
- Pedestrian ramps at no more than 5% inclination
- Textured or raised crosswalks
- Extend terraces from sidewalks at end of bridges
when appropriate
- Connect walkways to regional and Town
pedestrian network
+ Landscape/Vegetation

The Bellm Bridge is envisioned as a “bridge + Bridge Elements

of flowers” during the summer months - Emphasize structural elements when

with continuous flower boxes along both appropriate

outside rails. The boxes will be filled with a - Accentuate posts at ends of bridges

variety of seasonal flowering annuals in an array - Maintain flag poles on Bellm Bridge

of colors. Street plantings at both ends of the - Design railings and walls to a pedestrian scale
bridge will*anchor” it to its surroundings and « Lighting

additional backdrop plantings will further - Compatible with overall Town lighting
connect the bridge to the river below. vocabulary
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DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS

DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS

Downtown Minturn is the “heart” of the town
with the highest density and the greatest number
of destinations all contained within a relatively small
area. The improvements shown on the plan are
recommended as enhancements to existing conditions,
they are not meant to change the Downtown’s
character.Therefore major changes such as the removal
of structures are neither necessary nor recommended.
The Main Street/Hwy 24 R.O.W.is only 55; significantly
narrower than the typical downtown R.O.W. This
combined with the State Highway status, creates
significant constraints to enhancing the pedestrian
environment on the street through downtown.

Perhaps the most significant recommendation
is the narrowing of the roadway to 40 feet in width
between intersections and 24 feet in width at
each intersection. Narrowing the street between
intersections allows the sidewalk to be widened from
5 Vs feet to 7 12 feet, providing a more comfortable
strolling atmosphere and making room for pedestrian
lights and occasional seating on the sides of the
roadway. The narrowing of intersections has been
accomplished by installing curb “Bump Outs” The Bump
Outs will reduce traffic speed, provide safer crosswalks,
and ornament the Main Street with street trees, low
plantings, and ornamental streetlights without reducing
on-street parking. Together, the Bump Out elements provide
a more walkable“feel”to the downtown and segment the
streetscape into small, recognizable blocks.

Other proposed improvements include
brick sidewalks, public artin the Market Square,
street furniture, flower planter pots, and ornamental
pedestrian lighting. These design elements complement
the design theme created by the historic buildings and
add a sense of unity to Main Street.They also impart
a sense of quality to the streetscape that reflects the
community’s pride in the heart of their town.

Special Design Guidelines for Downtown Streetscape

+ Pedestrian & Bicycle Circulation

- Firedbrick sidewalk surface laid in decorative
pattern in downtown core

- Elsewhere concrete sidewalks; textured or
colored concrete is acceptable at specific
locations
Radiant sidewalks (for snow melting) are
encouraged

- Pedestrian ramps at no more than 5% inclination

- Textured pavement or raised crosswalks

- Connect sidewalks to regional and Town
pedestrian network

- Delineate crosswalks and bicycle tums with
accent pavement

- Through bicycle traffic will share vehicular lanes

Landscape/Vegetation

- Along the street, large deciduous trees such
as hybrid Elms or Seedless Green Ash are
recommended to provide a shady summer
canopy and maintain clear views of businesses,
pedestrians, and on-coming traffic

- Incorporate evergreen trees to improve the year
round appearance of backdrop areas around
buildings and away from the street
Low shrubs and groundcover plantings will
provide a solid understory for curb bump out
areas

- Seasonal flowers for summer color are proposed
for the free-standing planters along sidewalks
and in plazas and for hanging baskets on
streetlights

+ Way-finding Signs

- Placement inside right-of-way

- Location of signs according to pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular sightlines

Parking -

- Parallel parking lanes to be 8’ wide -
Street Furniture

Placement of trash receptacles, newspaper
stands, information kiosks bus stops, benches
and other street furniture elements within the -
right-of-way, clear of the roadway and sidewalks
Allow for diversity in the design of street
furniture elements -
Allow banners on light poles
Canopies/Awnings -
Lighting
Pedestrian scale omamental lighting at mid-block -
Highway scale ornamental lighting at
intersections

Compatible with overall Town lighting vocabulary
Design to minimize glare on pedestrians and
drivers

Design to minimize light pollution

+ Maintenance

Design considering snow plowing and snow
removal

« Commercial Signs

Placement of sign, mounted or applied on
surface of structure, outside right-of-way
Allow commercial signs such as blade signs to
extend into right-of-way

Neon signs are allowed
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DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS
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“HEART OF MINTURN” CONCEPTS

“HEART OF MINTURN” CONCEPTS

The “heart” of Minturn is where the town began.
It is where the highest intensities of uses are and
provides the identity for the town. The intersection of ‘? 7
Bellm Bridge and Main Street (US Hwy 24) is the iconic
center of town, in spite of the fact that the majority of JI!.T__-;— L A
the commercial uses are south of the Bellm Bridge/ Main r—""n" § =
Street intersection. Many of these buildings are empty. : o
The community workshop and focus group participants
all believe that the character of Minturn is unique and
should remain “quirky”and not give way to the standard
design solutions so many Vail Valley communities have
embraced. Minturn has an opportunity to capitalize
on this image and attract visitors that will revitalize the
commercial district, but this can only be accomplished
through active participation of the merchants and
residents of the town. The following concepts and
guidelines help to shape that vision:

Minturn Market

Special Design Guidelines for “Heart of Minturn”
(In addition to Guidelines for Downtown Streetscape)

+ Minturn Market Plaza
- Allow the placement of a monument, a column
orflag pole, in the space of the plaza
- Surface in fired brick laid in decorative pattern
- Design to facilitate placement and erection of
market tents and temporary structures

* Parking Lot Design & Lighting
- Design parking lots:
« To provide clear and efficient vehicle access to
parking areas from adjacent uses
«To provide clear pedestrian circulation routes
within parking areas
* Break up large parking areas with walkways and
landscaping
« Incorporate porous paving materials to enhance
storm water quality
- Incorporate a“Dark Sky Maintenance” approach to
lighting fixture selection to reduce light pollution

People come from far away to the Minturn
Market every Saturday during the summer to enjoy the
charm and friendliness of the town of Minturn. Seasonal
produce, fresh fruits and flowers, local crafts, gourmet
foods and entertainment draw significant crowds. The
Minturn Winter Market is held in December. This captive
audience can be a primary catalyst for stimulating
redevelopment and filling up the empty downtown
storefronts. The market setting should be enhanced and
defined with accent pavers, lighting, benches, and public
art.

Turntable Re-Development (Phase I)

The participants of the community workshop
identified the Turntable District as a logical extension of
downtown. The UP R.R. property just north of the Eagle - Enhance/define the current Turntable/UP R.R. parking
River Inn currently provides informal parking forthe lot.
market and downtown. [f this area were improved and - Provide kayak access to the river from the parking lot.
the parking formalized, more parking spaces could - Construct a pedestrian/bike bridge over the Eagle
be accommodated. The following improvements are River to connect with a pedestrian walk centralized
recommended for the Phase I“Turntable” redevelopment:  over the edge of the river.

- Consolidate parking and underground utilities along
Eagle Street to enhance the park experience.

- Enhance the Bellm Bridge as a clear and safe
pedestrian link between Old Town and the Turntable
District (design concepts can be found in Chapter 9).

- Light levels must meet minimum level to
accomodate safe pedestrian and vehicle
movements without causing off-site glare

- Maximum height of poles: 20 feet

 Parking Lot Landscape

- Landscape parking lots with trees and shrubs to:
Break up expanses of paved areas, reduce solar
heat gain from parked automobiles and paved
parking areas, improve storm water
run-off management, provide a more pedestrian
friendly environment and to buffer parked cars

« Pedestrian Bridge Across Eagle River

- See Bridge Concepts on Page 26

The long-term vision for the Turntable District
involves the expansion of downtown north across the
Bellm Bridge as a high density mixed-use development.

The details of the vision for redevelopment of the
Turntable District can be found in Chapter 9:Opportunity
Sites.
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“HEART OF MINTURN” CONCEPTS
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SOUTH MINTURN/HWY 24 STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS

SOUTH MINTURN/HWY 24
STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS

South Minturn has a different character than
Downtown.The goals of the streetscape plan are to
respect and enhance each character zone's image while
adding unifying elements that clearly signify each zone
as a part of Minturn. The highway right of way in South
Minturn is 80 feet, 25 feet wider than the 55 foot RO.W.
in downtown. This section of the existing street lacks
clear edges and is separated from private properties
by an unorganized strip of land that is used for private
parking.

The Streetscape Concept Plan illustrates a new
street edge that includes curbs, sidewalks, ornamental
streetlights and banners and a landscape buffer planted
with a variety of native trees and shrubs to edge
the street and enhance its separation from adjacent
private properties. The lights and banners represent
the unifying streetscape element that will tie the South
Minturn streetscape’s character to Downtown Minturn.

Parallel parking on the east side of Hwy 24 will
not be possible due to the sidewalk improvements
proposed and approved for that side of the highway.

Special Design Guidelines for South Minturn/Hwy 24
+ Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation
- Brushed or troweled concrete sidewalks
- Pedestrian ramps at no more than 5% inclination
- Connect sidewalks to regional and Town
pedestrian network
- Delineate crosswalks and bicycle turns with
paint and markers
+ Landscape/Vegetation
- Layer the plantings at the back of sidewalk right
of way to provide a rich palette of color and
texture that will buffer views of private property
and create a strong edge to the street.
- Select trees, shrubs, and grasses from native
species with evergreen trees used in groupings
set back from all intersections and curb cuts to
allow for clear sight lines
- Plant large deciduous trees a minimum of
25 feet apart and set back a minimum of 4’ from
the sidewalk

PROPOSED e e

EXISTING
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SOUTH MINTURN/HWY 24 STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS
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- Plant evergreen trees a minimum of 15’ apart
and at least 7' back from the back of sidewalk

- Plant small deciduous trees a minimum of
12’apart and at least 4’ back from the back of
sidewalk

- Seasonal flowers in hanging baskets will
enhance the streetlights

- Plant deciduous trees (American elm) and
evergreen trees (blue spruce, Sitka spruce)
in clusters of no more than three when appropriate
otherwise spaced at 40-foot intervals

- Seasonal hanging planters at light fixtures

- Placement of trees considering safety sight lines

Way-finding Signs

- Placement inside right-of-way

- Location of signs according to pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicular sightlines

+ Street Furniture

- Placement of trash receptacles, newspaper
stands, information kiosks, bus stops, benches
and other street furniture elements within the
right-of-way, clear of the roadway and sidewalks.

- Allow for diversity in the design of street
furniture elements
Allow banners on light poles

« Lighting

- Compatible with overall Town lighting
vocabulary

- Design to minimize glare on pedestrians and
drivers

- Design to minimize light pollution

- Align ornamental street lights across from each
other

+ Maintenance

- Design considering snow plowing and snow
removal

« Curb Cuts

- Consolidate curb cuts/share driveways
- Center curb cuts on property lines when feasible
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STREET FURNITURE

STREET FURNITURE

Main Street furnishings are an important part
of the Streetscape design Vision and should be chosen
carefully so that the street’s character and identity
are enhanced consistently through town. A variety of
elements exist today including a range of bench, litter
receptacle, and planter pot types. Design Guidelines for
future elements should encourage a loosely-unified,
art-inspired family of furnishings that conform to size,
shape, material, and finish requirements.To reinforce
the historic character and incorporate art into the
design, benches and litter receptacles should be
constructed from wood with steel fasteners, trim, and
ornamentation.

Special Design Guidelines for Street Furniture
Waste Receptacles
- Theselection of a single type of waste receptacle
such as the Wine Barrel type shown is
recommended
- Waste receptacles should be stained to match
benches
Bench Design
- Installing a variety of bench designs is
recommended
- Bench frames and seats should be between 17"
and 19” high and between 12” and 24” deep
- Bench backs should be between 14”and 18”
high unless approved by the Design Review Board
- Bench lengths should be between 48” and
967 Bench sitting surfaces and frames should be
constructed from a durable, sustainably-grown
wood such as Douglas Fir and preserved with a
gray/green stain.
Planter Pots
- Avariety of planter pots are also recommended.
- These pots could be designed by artists and
should be a variety of sizes and colors that
conform to basic guidelines below
- Planter pots should be designed to be durable
and moveable using a small fork lift
- Theyshould be round with diameters from 24”
to 48” and heights between 18” and 36”

EXISTING

PROPOSED

Planter sizes should be selected based on the
available space. Planters should not be placed
in the middle of sidewalks and should not
impede pedestrian circulation

- Planter pot colors should be earthtones such
as beige and terra cotta and or can be tinted
with pastel colors such as rose, mauve, light
blue, lavender, and light yellow

- Thepots should have relief, such as decorative
patterns or geometric forms, designed into their
vertical surfaces

+ Placement

- Placement of trash receptacles, newspaper
stands, information kiosks bus stops, benches
and other street furniture elements within the
right-of-way, clear of the roadway and sidewalks.

- Allow banners on light poles

- Allow for visibility and placement according to
sight lines

« Design/Public Art

- Allow for diversity in the design of street
furniture elements

- Encourage local artists to bid on street

furniture design commissions
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LIGHTING

A variety of street and pedestrian (sidewalk)
lights exist in Downtown Minturn.The Streetscape
Master Plan recommends unifying those elements and
extending them to form an identity along Main Street’s
spine, from Downtown through South Minturn. For
this purpose, a single luminary style is recommended
for both the streetlights and the pedestrian lights.The
proposed luminary shown represents a style that would
be compatible with the Minturn’s period architecture
and other streetscape elements. It is also a durable
fixture produced by a reputable manufacturer and the
streetlight, with its horizontal lamp and reflector system,
meets “dark skies” criteria for reducing light pollution.
Banners and hanging flower baskets are also proposed
on the streetlights to add a more crafted-look while
announcing upcoming events and symbolizing civic
pride.

EXISTING

PROPOSED

STREET LIGHT

LIGHTING

Special Design Guidelines for Lighting
+ Placement
- Placement with-in right-of-way, clear of
pedestrian circulation
- Streetlights, located on all four corners of each
intersection
- Locate pedestrian lights equidistant between
streetlights at approximately 60’ intervals
« Configuration
- Period light pole with a smooth base cover and
smooth column (not fluted)
- Bishop’s Crook retum on top of street light
fixture
- Pendant-mounted historic luminaire
- Color:very dark green or black
+ Height
- Ornamental street light: 18'min., 24’ max.
- Pedestrian light: 12'min., 14’max.
Lighting Requirements
- Meet CDOT standards
- Design to minimize glare on pedestrians and
drivers
- Design to minimize light pollution
- Lamps: white metal halide, fluorescent, or
induction
- Distribution: full cut off for streetlights, minimize
uplighting for pedestrian lights, add shields to
streetlights as necessary to eliminate glare from
adjacent residential properties

PEDESTRIAN LIGHT
14" Max.
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CHAPTER 5: CIRCULATION/
PARKING/TRANSIT

Chapter 5 is organized as follows:

« EXISTING CONDITIONS

« RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS
« OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

« TRANSIT

« DOWNTOWN PARKING

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Community Workshop and Traffic and
Parking Focus Group identified the following traffic and
parking issues

+ Speeding - Residents voiced concerns about the
speed at which automobiles travel through Minturn.

+ Congestion — During high volume periods of the day,
vehicles and pedestrians on cross streets have a difficult
time accessing or crossing Hwy 24.

+ Long traffic queues — As trucks descend slowly into
Minturn there are limited locations where they can be
passed causing long lines of vehicles behind them. This
in turn makes crossing or accessing Hwy 24 difficult for
cross street vehicles and pedestrians.

+ Lack of Pedestrian Facilities — Sidewalks are narrow
where they do exist and are not continuous.

+ Lack of Bicycle Accommodations — Bicycle paths,
connections, and facilities need to be improved where
existing and constructed where non-existent.

+ Mass Transit — Transit facilities should be improved
(shelters/benches/waste receptacles) and use
encouraged (increased frequency).

+ Inadequate Parking - Existing parking is poorly
defined and there are not enough spaces. In some
locations parked vehicles block pedestrian paths. In
south Minturn existing parking configurations require
illegal backing maneuvers onto Hwy 24.

TRAFFIC

The following will address the improvements
recommended in the Revitalization Plan that specifically
effect vehicle traffic. Some of the recommendations
have been incorporated primarily to improve facilities
for pedestrian or right of way users other than
motorized vehicles. These improvements often have
related traffic flow and circulation effects. Conversely,
some improvements that are primarily traffic control in
nature have an effect on the overall built environment.
The improvements included in the Revitalization Plan
are described first, followed by a brief list of options that
were considered and why they were not recommended.

This summary is an overview meant to evaluate
the overall impacts of the various proposals. It is not
an engineering study or report to be used as design
guidance other than for describing the intended impact
on vehicular traffic of each of the improvements.

RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS

* Signalization on US Highway 24: The residents
of Minturn identified an issue with vehicles being
grouped together in long lines (“platoons”) that cause
long delays to side street traffic and pedestrians. Side
street traffic and pedestrians attempting to cross Hwy
24 must wait for these platoons to clear before an
acceptable gap is available. The wait for these gaps can
be unacceptably long.

Placing signals on a street network is not a
decision to be taken lightly and can cause unintended
or negative impacts if not carefully designed. The
installation of signals can contribute to rear end

accidents and overall delay can increase. In the case of
Minturn, as background vehicle volumes increase and
if the proposed Ginn development is constructed, the
number and length of long platoons will likely increase
and further increase the difficulty of access to and from
the side streets in Minturn. At some point, traffic signals
will likely be required to manage these long platoons.
By identifying signalized locations now, adequate
planning for their installation can be accomplished so
that the negative impacts associated with signals can
be minimized.

Aside from the red time displayed on the Hwy
24, the largest source of potential delay that could be
caused by installing signals in or near Minturn would be
if progression of traffic in both directions could not be
achieved. (Ideal progression is when a vehicle receives
a green indication at the first signal encountered; all
downstream signals will be green when the vehicle
reaches that intersection if traveling at the speed limit.)
Progression is influenced by signal spacing, cycle length
(the time it takes a signal to serve all movements at the
intersection), and vehicle speed.

Because of the significant topography within
town, Hwy 24 is the only arterial in Minturn and there
are no optional parallel routes. There are also no side
streets that could carry sizeable cross traffic. This
creates a situation where signals installed as “Speed
and Gap’ (Warrant 6 MUTCD 2003) controls can be
effective at controlling the platooning or grouping of
vehicles. The recommended improvements identify the
following locations as potential signalized locations:

Forest Service/Martin Creek Access
Cemetery Road
Harrison Street
Bellm Bridge
Proposed Bridge Connection to Turntable/
Taylor Park north of Bellm Bridge

These intersections are located at rough
multiples of 1/4 mile separations. Based on travel
speeds of 20-30 mph and cycle lengths of 60-90
seconds, two-way progression can be maintained.
The effect of a fixed time signal on the long platoons
of vehicles is to break them into smaller groupings.
The gaps opened between the shorter platoons allow
vehicles and pedestrians from all of the side streets (not
just the signalized side streets) to access or cross Main
Street. By providing a series of fixed time signals, drivers
are encouraged to travel the progressed speed through
town.

In addition to addressing the gaps in traffic and
progression speed, there is a specific safety concern
at the intersection of Main Street and Bellm Bridge. A
vehicle on the bridge attempting to travel south on
Main Street has severely limited sight distance and
cannot see traffic approaching from the north due to
the configuration of the“S” curve. As traffic increases,
the number of collisions occurring at this intersection
is likely to increase. A signal at this intersection would
mitigate the problems caused by the lack of sight
distance.
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TRAFFIC/TRANSIT DIAGRAM
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*Curb & Gutter/Access Control: Curb and Gutter
defines where street uses end and pedestrian uses
begin. Currently the lack of curb and gutter allows
vehicles to park anywhere between the edge of the
travel way and the front of a building. Often pedestrian
paths are blocked by head-in parked vehicles requiring
vehicles to back out onto the highway. The backing
maneuvers into a moving traffic lane are dangerous and
prohibited by law on U.S. highways. Providing curb and
gutter defines driveway access, defines parallel parking
locations, and provides a buffer to pedestrians from the
travel lane.

Along the”S” curve at the north entrance to
downtown Minturn, curb and gutter would help define
the travel way by providing positive guidance to drivers
negotiating the curves (see Chapter 4 for details).

Currently there are many locations on Hwy 24 in
South Minturn where there are multiple access points
or no curb and gutter exists at all. As a result there
is essentially continuous access along the highway,
creating unsafe conditions where residents are forced
to back their vehicles out onto the highway. Providing
curb and gutter in South Minturn will reduce the
number of conflict points along Hwy 24 allowing for
more predictable movements on and off the road.

Plans for the Hwy 24 improvements must
incorporate shared access agreements and restricted
access to some parcels in order to install curb and
gutter and better define access points along Hwy 24.

+ Improved Sidewalks and Pedestrian Connections:
While not directly impacting the flow of traffic, the
provision of adequate pedestrian facilities in Minturn
will improve the accessibility of properties along

Main Street. Improved accessibility encourages more
pedestrian activity. More activity on the sidewalks
encourages drivers to be more alert for pedestrians and
tends to reduce speeds within that area.

¢ Bulb Outs: Bulb outs narrow the roadway pavement
by providing widened sidewalks at intersections.

The effect of this additional pedestrian space is to
make the roadway appear narrower to drivers even

if no vehicles are parked along Main Street. Italso
substantially reduces the crossing distance pedestrians
must negotiate as well as reduces the speed of turning

TRAFFIC

vehicles since less pavement is available to vehicles.
Properly designed bulb outs thataccommodate the
required turning movements of larger vehicles (delivery
trucks) can achieve these effects with little negative
impacts to the flow of traffic.

* Proposed new bridge access from Hwy 24 to
Turntable/Taylor Park District North of Downtown:
Providing a third access to the Turntable area will have
the effect of more evenly distributing vehicles during
high volume events. Currently drivers either need to be
familiar with the area and access the Turntable District
at the bridge just south of Dowd Junction or travel into
Minturn to make the greater than 90 degree turn at
Bellm Bridge.

Better access to the Turntable area will enhance
its viability as an extension of Downtown. The location
of the proposed bridge would allow for the installation
of aleft turn pocket should it be required and occurs
at a location where sight distance is much better than
the sight distance at the Bellm Bridge/Main Street
intersection in Downtown Minturn. The location also
fits in the progression spacing laid out by the other
proposed signals should the intersection require a
signal to accommodate turning movements.

+ Passing Lanes: While not specifically called out as
part of the Vision Plan, opportunities to incorporate
passing lanes outside of the Town limits should be
explored to allow vehicles to pass slow moving trucks
or other vehicles. This would reduce the frustration of
drivers caught behind slow moving vehicles and reduce
risky passing maneuvers where limited sight distance
exists.

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

+ Median Islands: Median or pedestrian refuge
islands can be installed at intersections in place of

bulb outs. These features allow pedestrians to cross
one direction of traffic at a time, reduce the amount of
pavement available to vehicles, and require a change

in direction as vehicles travel around the islands
(horizontal deflection) which can help to reduce speeds.
In Minturn these and other devices that horizontally
deflect vehicles are not recommended. To provide for a
safe deflection, significant amounts of on-street parking
and would need to be removed to accommodate

the travel lane shift. The median islands can become

a hazard to vehicles when covered by snow or when
visibility is otherwise low.

¢ Speed Cushions/Bumps: Speed Cushions or other
vertical deflections are devices that when crossed at
speeds in excess of the speed limit cause the vehicle
and the driver to experience uncomfortable vertical
movement. On an arterial such as Hwy 24 this approach
is not recommended for several reasons.

- In locations where significant snowfall occurs,
the vertical deflections can be hidden and cause a
vehicle to loose control even when traveling at a
prudent speed.

- The slowing and acceleration as vehicles
approach and depart a vertical deflection increase noise
and pollution especially on roadways with significant
amounts of truck traffic.

- The slowing and speeding up of traffic has

the effect of distributing vehicles or lengthening the
distance between vehicles in a platoon. This reduces
the amount of acceptable gaps for cross street traffic
and pedestrians, increasing delay for these minor
movements.

¢ Modern Roundabouts: Modern Roundabouts

are circles designed to be traversed at slow speeds.
They are very efficient at handling large amounts of
conflicting traffic (vehicles that cross each others paths;
either turning movements or through movements

in different directions). Roundabouts are not
recommended along Hwy 24 for several reasons:

- On Hwy 24 the overwhelming majority of the
traffic at any intersection is the through movement on
Hwy 24. This traffic would dominate the roundabout
and side street delays would still be significant.

- Roundabouts have the effect of slowing traffic
on their approach and vehicles accelerate as they exit
the roundabout. This slowing and acceleration causes
platoons of traffic to spread out. As described above,
this reduces the amount of acceptable gaps in traffic to
cross street traffic downstream of the roundabout.

- Roundabouts require significant amounts of
right of way width to accommodate the horizontal
deflection of traffic, reducing the amount of available
parking and impacting development potential at those
intersections.

- Roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly,
creating dangerous crossing conditions.

TRANSIT

The Town of Minturn will continue to work with
Eco-Transit and Ginn Battle Mountain to develop a
fixed interval transit system. Traffic studies have been
prepared by Ginn Battle Mountain LLC that provide
traffic projections through the Town of Minturn.
Additional detail is available within these studies which
are available for review at the Town of Minturn offices.

DOWNTOWN PARKING

Parking in Downtown Minturn is a challenge.

- Downtown: There are 168 publicly accessible parking
spaces (On-street and off-street parking spaces) in the
Downtown. Some of the off-street spaces are, however,
time-restricted to no parking between certain hours or
are restricted for customers of certain establishments.
An additional 42 parking spaces could be provided in
two small parcels (south of Town Hall and the old Town
Hall site).
- Turntable/Taylor Park District: The existing
Turntable (including The Saloon and Intl. Trade Building)
currently has 60 parking spaces (public & private).
Phase | of the Turntable could create an additional 60
spaces for a total of 120 spaces within the Turntable.
The proposed Turntable District (Opportunity Site #3)
at full build out could potentially provide a total of 725
spaces, both on-street and in an underground parking
structure.
- Boulder Street: Explore the possibility of adding on-
street parking spaces by making Boulder St. one-way &
create diagonal and parallel parking between Toledo &
Norman.

The Downtown Parking Diagram and Data
Table on the facing page provide a detailed inventory
of parking spaces within the Downtown and Turntable
Dilstrict.
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PARKING INVENTORY
Downtown

« Existing public-accessible on-street

- Main Street:
(Chilli Willy’s to Norman Ave.)

- Boulder Street:
(Toledo to Norman)

- Toledo Avenue:
(Main to Pine)

Nelson Avenue:
(Williams to Main)

Sub-total on-street parking:

- “|» Existing public-accessible
LIS - il S - off-street parking spaces:
X Potential parking ar
= south of existing Town Hal otal existing Downtown
TobaI;Space 1122 . b |parking spaces:
Pt tlsr-srrectost B : |+ Potential additional off-street
(Between Toledo & Norman) | spaces Downtown (S. of Town
Total Spaces:31 parallel - | Hall & old Town Hall site):
* Explore the possibility of making Boulder =% - |
St.one-way to create diagonal and parallel P .
parking between Toledo & Noman 2 | o:a;(?:sls[?gv%nettol\),;):?nu al
o g - - :
E - —_}4\*,__ ~ P

Potential pa.rking at
ol Towritial Turntable Area

Existing Turntable area (including
] # ¥ The Saloon and Intl. Trade Building)
On-Street: 125 4 ] -~ Toledo Avenue ’ et : parking spaces:
Underground: 600 | 11| (Between Main &Pine) . .
(300 spaces/ level) r ¢ ; " " J « Potential additional parking spaces
Total Spaces: 725 f s & f ; & ¢ ® - Phase | Turntable area:
Phase I Tumntable Re-Development i | ALY - =, [Total Phase | Tumtable area:
{lncoporaind Sl 20 - A 5 i - « Potential additional Turntable
G/al0spaces ! : ST e A ] parking spaces at build out
4 (on-street and off-street):

Existing Streets ITotal Turntable parking spaces at

Existing On-Street Parking build-out (including on-street
Spaces Downtown and parking structure):

SCALE 1”-200’
200 400 600Feet

Potential Signalized Intersection a L
lcustomers of certain establishments.

Existing ECO-Transit Bus Stops

DOWNTOWN & TURNTABLE AREA

parking spaces (excluding private lots):

67

31

106

62

16

42

210

725

Note: Some off street spaces are time restricted to no
lparking between various hours or restricted for only

Source: Carter-Burgess Parking Inventory, Spring 2007
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CURRENT CONDITIONS

CHAPTER 6: WAYFINDING &
SIGNAGE

CHAPTER 6 is organized as follows:

+CURRENT CONDITIONS/EXISTING CONDITIONS
*PROPOSED SIGNAGE
*WAYFINDING DIAGRAM

CURRENT CONDITIONS
Minturn has a strong base of residents as well
as seasonal tourists and visitors that frequent the
downtown. Many first time visitors do not know how to
get to town or where individual destinations are once
they do arrive (Minturn Market, Town Hall, Little Beach
Park, Parking, etc.).
The Community Workshop and Traffic Focus
Group identified the following issues related to signage
and wayfinding:
- Overall lack of signage along entire length of
Main Street/ US Hwy 24
- Lack of constant signage design
- No cohesive directional signage system for
wayfinding

PROPOSED SIGNAGE

A civic“family” of signs can provide a significant
public service, directing visitors to community
destinations and extending the crafted publicimage
to all of the town’s streets and public destinations.The
“family” would include, as a minimum :

Way-finding Signs: The way-finding signs would guide

visitors from the Main Street approaches to downtown
to civic destinations such as Little Beach Park, Maloit
Park, Minturn Recreation Area, Police/Fire, Museums,
Eagle River Access and the Town Hall.

Directory Signs: The Directory Sign could be located
in Market Square and designate the locations of key
civic destinations as well as historic buildings and sites
located on a downtown “walking tour.”

Street Signs: The Street signs could be installed
throughout the downtown area or just along Main
Street.

PUBLIC SIGNAGE |

PRIVATE SIGNAGE |

s
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The examples shown illustrate a unified
design approach that s consistent with the proposed
streetscape theme and Vision.

Special Signage Design Guidelines
* Placement
- Within right-of-way, clear of dynamic envelope
of roadway
- Placement considering sightlines from
pedestrians and drivers
« Configuration
- Allsigns to include the Minturn logo and be
of metal fabrication with consistent paint and
historic detailing
- Poles in the period design compatible with
street light poles
- Color dark green or brown
- Backboards can be white or yellow with
lettering and graphics in a contrasting color
- Type-face for public way-finding signs should be
designed to be read at a minimum distance of
40 feet

WAY-FINDING SIGNAGE
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PROPOSED SIGNAGE

STREET SIGNS
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Way-finding Signs

Interpretive Signs
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CHAPTER 7: PARKS/RECREATION/
OPEN SPACE/TRAILS

Chapter 7 is organized as follows:
+PARKS/REC/OPEN SPACE/ TRAILS DIAGRAM
*RIVER CONNECTION CONCEPT
*MINTURN RECREATION AREA CONCEPT PLAN

The 1992 Minturn Parks and Recreation Master
Plan was used as the framework for discussions at the
April 2007 Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Trails
Focus Group and lead to the formulation of the Parks
and Recreation/Open Space/Trails vision to the right.
The participants of the Focus Group re-affirmed the
critical importance of recreational and open space
amenities to the town. “It brings people here to visit,
it makes people happy to be here;itis the reason
people moved to begin with” The June 2005 Town
Council retreat-CIP-prioritization exercise, placed
“Minturn Recreational Center” (pool, youth center, skate
boarding, ice rink, indoor track, ball field, gym, soccer
field, pavilion/amphitheatre) as the highest priority of
all, ahead of both a new water treatment plant and new
sewage treatment plant. The discussions and resultant
comments were organized to specifically expand on
the Master Plan and reflect the current thinking with
respect to these amenities.

Recreation has a double impact on the residents
of Minturn. In addition to the resident’s own recreation
needs, the area provides outdoor recreation for a
large number of visitors. Tourism is the major industry
of eastern Eagle County. The Town of Minturn has
worked to preserve its home town character in the
face of tourism and recreation development. Residents
recognize the benefits of tourism as well as the
potential negative impacts.

PARKS/RECREATION

Although Minturn has a number of sites
designated for parks, it has a limited amount of
developed parks. There are virtually no playgrounds or
small pocket parks for children downtown. Little Beach
Park was developed just recently and contains a myriad
of amenities, but it is not within walking distance from
downtown or south Minturn. The downtown Riverfront

PARKS/RECREATION/OPEN SPACE/TRAILS

Park along Eagle Street is a small passive park that
could be expanded south along the river to incorporate
the town managers house that lies within the flood
plain. The following proposed parks were identified in
the Focus Group as desired candidates for parks within
Minturn.

Kayak Park is proposed on the east side of the
Eagle River to provide river access. The park would
be accessed by the UP R.R.access road, ultimately
envisioned to be a public road.

Taylor Park is proposed on town owned land at the
north end of the Taylor Park neighborhood.

Turntable River Park is envisioned as another location
for kayak access to the river, but also as a passive park
that takes advantage of this stretch of the Eagle River
(See Chapter 4 Streetscape for Phase | concepts and
Chapter 9 Opportunity Sites for ultimate build-out
concepts.).

Town Hall Park is located just south of the existing
downtown and the School Playground are both
proposed as downtown playground/parks for small
children.

Martin Creek Park/Open Space is proposed as a
portion of the Martin Creek site development concept,
incorporating the Martin Creek Trailhead, parking and
other appropriate public amenities. Access to the site
is to be formalized and enhanced through a narrow
easement off Hwy 24, approximately .45 miles south of
Cemetery Road Bridge (see Chapter 9, Opportunity Site
#2 for park/open space concepts).

Upper Eagle River Park was identified as a
southerly extension of the Minturn recreation site,
accommodating more passive recreational uses,
including the rifle range.

The USFS Boneyard Park is a narrow undeveloped
site that lies between the Eagle River and Hwy 24 in
south Minturn. It provides an excellent opportunity for
informal park facilities oriented toward the river.

Maloit Park is owned by Eagle County School District.
Access to the park is provided by Maloit Park Road. This
104.33 acre park consists of two regulation baseball
fields, of which the outfield is sufficiently sized for field
sports such as football,and soccer. A large parking

area, bleacher for spectators, picnic area, playground,
and restrooms are also present at the park. Organized
baseball leagues utilize the fields in the summer.
Ownership, operation, and maintenance of the park is
provided by the Eagle County School District. It was
identified in the community workshop and focus groups
as an excellent location for a commercial horse stable for
locals to be able to board their horses and would be an
attraction for out of town visitors. It would provide an
opportunity for the local families to enjoy the pleasures
of owning, leasing, renting and caring for horses and it
could also be profitable for the town.

Phase | of Little Beach Park has been completed and
Phase | (to be funded) includes a pavilion and concession
stand.

The Minturn Recreation Area site will provide an
excellent compliment to the facilities of Little Beach Park.
The recommended concept is described in the following
section of this chapter.

TRAILS/OPEN SPACE
Open Space

Minturn enjoys a number of existing trails that
provide access to the back country open space (Game
Creek Trail/Minturn Mile, Grouse Creek Trail and Minturn/
Grouse Creek Connector, Meadow Mountain trail,
Martin Creek Trail, Two Elk Creek National Recreational
Trail, and Tigiwon Trail) but has no formal trails that
provide connections from the north end of town to the
south. The Parks/Recreation/Open Space Trails diagram
illustrates proposed trails identified by the residents of
Minturn that will provide these connections.
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PARKS/RECREATION/OPEN SPACE/TRAILS DIAGRAM

. » . . EXISTING TRAILS ® @ Xx PROPOSED TRAILS === |X
The Eagle River Trail provides the connection
. . . A Grouse Creek Trail H  Eagle River Trail
to the Regional Eco-trail along I-70 and is proposed 8 pakingspces (expand paring.

Upper Eagle Valley Trail

Game Creek Trail (Minturn Mile) sty

“No porking Addparing).

K e mou o omcons. K Cross Creek Connector Trail

- Game Crektril connects Vail Back Bows. Highway 24/ Main Street Sidewalk
g proposed

along the east side of Hwy 24 south to the CRP14
bridge, where the bicyclist could choose to travel along
the Eagle River on the UP R.R. access road or continue on

Minturn Community River Trail

-

€ Minturn/Grouse Creek Connector proposed
e o D Martin Creek Trail M Ranger Station Connecto
CR P14 south to the Turntable District in Minturn. The Rabuidibiet g 'm;_fiﬁ';':ﬁ;r;mm-m
trail would connect to downtown and to the Minturn ¢ E ecatonran N Eaglealley Tl
Community River Trail or Upper Eagle Valley Trail. | T O o o
g

‘Connects downtown to Minturn Middle
‘School and Maloit Park.

Tigiwon Trail Head
G Meadow Mountain Trail
- Approximately 50 parking spaces.

The new West Minturn Trail would then extend
south from downtown (along the west side of town)to

Valley Regional Trail.

Minturn Middle School and Maloit Park. A connection ~ 10&3 / ' e 3 existinGparks @] < ProposeDParks [[] ¢
i i 2 L Mint Area s 4 Park -
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access to Little Beach Park and the proposed Minturn © Ada e e 7 Tuntable River Park
; 3 e e dskovey i 8 School Playground
Recreation Area. “Amphitheater/stage 9 Martin Creek Park (108 acres)
Pl & Concasion ara Proposed) 10 Upper Eagle River Park
The following sections of this chapter include MISCELLANEOUS 11 Bolts Lake Park
icri i SCALE 17-400° 12 Toddler Playground
concepts for both public river access and the Minturn e o @ @® Minturn Town Hall 13 Town Hall Park
. eet - 14 USFS Boneyard Park
Recreation Area. - — 473 Bridge
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DOWNTOWN RIVER CONNECTION CONCEPTS

DOWNTOWN RIVER CONNECTION CONCEPTS PROPOSED CONCEPT
Lack of public access to the Eagle River,
especially downtown, was a consistent theme
throughout the community workshop and focus
groups. The existing public access points are perceived
as private by most and therefore are not utilized.
Opportunities for the connections and access exist at
the east termini of Toledo, Harrison and Meek Avenues.
The Revitalization Plan recommends highlighting
these connections and formalizing the access.The
concept to the right illustrates a prototypical overlook
design incorporating elements such as a monument
sign, steps,and ramp down to a deck overlooking the
river. The deck could include benches and interpretive
signage describing the 2003 Eagle River Restoration
Project. Paths could extend north and south along the
creek from the deck to small informal seating areas.
Formalizing this access will protect the river ecosystem STONE SIGN
by directing the pedestrians to remain on the paths. 1
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RIVER CONNECTION CONCEPT PLAN
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MINTURN RECREATION AREA

+ Plaza Configuration
- Hard surface/Accent pavement pattern
- Utilize gazebo/pavilion structure as the plaza’s

MINTURN RECREATION AREA
The concept for the Minturn Recreation Area
represents a synthesis of ideas generated by the

Community Workshop, focus group partjgipants, z?nd _ /i\ori?clupIZ:‘Z;djacency o community center -CgeMcAﬁg:tlig CENTER (45,000SF) PR@PPOSED C c? NCEPT

the 2905 Town ;ounC|I reFreat that prioritized projects building with the use of terraces, seating areas ot Gt e .I,;g__ Ifll

to be included in the Capital Improvements Plan. The or balconies - Youth Center & Fhie If d

11 acre site sits along the river just below the“Lion’s R Take advantage of the topography to provide +——— ]) /
Head”, southeast of Riverview Cemetery. The UP R.R. best views from the pavifion | - Meeting Rooms I
runs along the south side of the site. La Farge Cement ! - Outdoor Plaza/Pavillion 'y

« Vehicle Circulation/Parking
- Combine entry roadway with access to public
works facility |
- Provide landscape strips with deciduous shade 1
trees between parking aisles

and the Minturn Public Works buildings currently
occupy a portion of the site. The property was given to
Minturn by Vail Resorts for the purpose of parks, open
space and recreation.The concept to the right assumes
the relocation of the La Farge plant. The program RE-DIRECT AND CELEBRATE

for the site includes a two-story 45,000 sf multi-use DRAINAGE THROUGH THE SITE l
community center composed of recreation facilities,
senior center, youth center, swimming pool, meeting
rooms, and an outdoor plaza/pavillion for outdoor SOUESORD FARK |
functions and its ancillary parking. Other components i —_—,
of the Minturn Recreation Area include a junior soccer boyeny
field, skateboard park, and an interpretive park/trail with
trailhead shelters.

HIGH SCHOOL
SOCCER FIELD

e

Special Design Guidelines for ~ :

Minturn Recreation Area ! /\/7 /
{7 .-'f L

- Orient building for best southern exposure
- Allow for plaza on South side of building
«  Community Center Building Design
- Materials consistent with building type and
town character
- Utilize architectural elements (tower, cupola,
clerestory, canopy) to indicate pedestrian
approach and access to building
- Locate indoor pool within the building
to maximize solar access
- Incorporate covered or radiant walkways to
facilitate winter use
* Sustainability
- Incorporate LEED certification techniques in
building design
- Utilize porous pavement in parking lot

+  Communtiy Center Building Placement INTERPRETIVE PARK g
- Setthe community center building into the - Trail with Picnic shelters @- £ ;' 1 QUTDOOR PLAZA
hillside slope - Restrooms "7 WITH PAVILLION

& @ f

PROPOSED TRAIL I

. zj\"{:\ : ,—
P ..__ .{ %Q} ..'_;.F PUBLIC WORKS
"a;_ : Q} ‘= o 100 200 0
q
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MINTURN RECREATION AREA

m
VAg inc

archilects and planners

] Little Beach Park
Exhibit E: Site Plan Phase | & Phase 2

EXISTING

EXISTING

- Demarcate all pedestrian crossings with
textured or raised walkways
- Design to allow easy snow plowing and snow
storage
Soccer field
- Provide adequate drainage
- Plant deciduous shade trees on south side
- Provide seating area on slope side
+ Skateboard Park
- Design with all applicable safety measures in
mind
- Provide adequate night-lighting
- Fence perimeter with lockable gates
Interpretive Park
- Lower Trail loop to be ADA accessible
- Incorporate elements of Little Beach Park shelter
design for Interpretive Trail picnic shelters

LITTLE BEACH PARK

In 2005, the Little Beach Park Committee
was awarded funds to improve the Little Beach Park
facilities. This park was intended to be easily accessible
to the residents of Minturn & Redcliff and enhance the
recreational opportunities in Eagle County.

Phase | included the following amenities:
+ A Playground
Half-Basketball Court
Rock Climbing Area
Improved Beach/River Access and Picnic Area
Improved Walking Trail and Pavilion Deck
Outdoor Amphitheater
Composting Room (To be built)

Application for Phase Il has been accepted and money
has been allocated to fund this phase which is expected
to be started in Spring/Summer 2009.

Phase Il to include:
Pavilion and Concession Stand (w/ disabled access)
Bathroom Facilities
Junior Soccer Field or Green Space
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INTRODUCTION/HISTORY

CHAPTER 8: ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER
& HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Introduction

The town of Minturn shares some of its origins, history
of development, and current conditions with many other early
mountain communities of Colorado. But more importantly
itis its own place, with its own particular historic legacy and
distinctive architectural character. Any analysis of its historic
resources and its architecture- old and new- needs to recognize
what is unique about Minturn, why people choose to live and
visit here, and what values those people place on the traditions
and characteristics of this town.

This planning and visioning study strives to make that
kind of analysis, documenting the sentiments expressed in
meetings and discussions with Minturn’s residents and town
officials about their community, and surveying and evaluating
the town’s existing historic and architectural resources. It also
offers recommendations and strategies for maintaining and
enhancing those resources, as the pressures and opportunities
of economic development and change impact the future of
Minturn and its environment.

History

The settlement of the Eagle River Valley began in the
early 1880s, originally for farming, ranching and lumbering.
Soon a small village began to emerge at a sharp bend of the
river , originally unincorporated and without an official name.
The population of the area began to increase within a few years
as various mining operations- gold, iron, lead and zinc- began
to develop in the surrounding mountains. In 1887, New York
industrialist, Robert Browne Minturn, extended the tracks of
his Denver and Rio Grande Railroad to the town site, and the
name of the town was then designated as Minturn. The building
of a depot and a six-stall roundhouse, used for reversing the
direction of the original steam locomotives,anchored Minturn
as alocal commercial center in the valley.

There was rapid development in the next decade.
Streets were laid out,commercial buildings were built in the first
few blocks of Main Street- stores, saloons and a hotel, the first
school was built in 1892, and the Eagle Eye newspaper began
publication that same year. By the turn of the century, Minturn
had over four hundred residents, and in 1904 the town was
incorporated and elected its first mayor and council members.

During the following twenty years sidewalks were
constructed, a town water system was installed, two churches
were established, a one-room jail was built, and a large steam-
heated YMCA boarding house was constructed near the round-
house. By this time Minturn was also famous for two nearby
geological features- the Lions Head rock formation on the east
side of the valley,and Mount Holy Cross to the west which
displayed a prominent snow-filled cross during the winter
months- drawing early tourists to the town.

Modern progress came to Minturn in the 20s and 30s.
Electrical service was introduced in 1924, and Hwy 24 from
Leadville was started in 1926 and finished ten years later, which
now connects with Interstate 70. The town now had many small
but comfortable homes and successful businesses.

Belden Mine, Gilman
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MINTURN TODAY

By 1940 the population had increased to 600 and
continued to grow as the mining operations at the Gilman zinc
mine south of town expanded dramatically. In 1941 another
local landmark was added, with the construction of the
prominent hill-side water tower which continues to identify
Minturn as you enter the town from the north.

In 1962, the economy of the town of Minturn and the
entire Eagle River Valley began to shift with the opening of the
Vail ski area and the construction of I-70 from Denver in the
late 60s. At the same time that the ski industry was expanding
in the area, the mining industry was declining, and the Gilman
Mine shut down completely in 1977. The new employment
base of the tourist and hospitality industries now supported a
Minturn population of 1,200, which has been relatively stable
since that time. In addition to full-time residents, Minturn now
accommodates second-home owners and seasonal workers.
Marking this fundamental change in Minturn’s economy,
the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad, which first put Minturn
on the map, detoured its route around the town in 1997. All
that remains of the famous steam engine roundhouse which
was demolished in 1956, is the Turntable Restaurant which
occupies its original site.

At the beginning of the 21st Century, Minturn is
facing another“turning point” There are plans for new and
expanded nearby ski areas. Property values have increased
and demographic patterns continue to shift. The crystal ball
is cloudy about the town’s future, but there is something in
Minturn’s basic character that seems strong and confident, like
| the Lions Head which looks down upon it from the east.

Minturn Today
As you round the bend of Hwy 24 driving south from I-70,
past the water tower, and enter the town of Minturn, your
firstimpression is an unexpectedly colorful one. Minturnisa
mixture of old and new, a rainbow collage of brightly painted
buildings of all varieties, extending from the river up the side
of the mountain. Unlike its glamorous neighbors Eagle-Vail,
Avon, Beaver Creek and Arrowhead, Minturn presents itself as a
down to earth, un-self-conscious community with a culturally
and economically diverse population.

There is a significant collection of the original
commercial buildings and houses dating from the late
19th century in the first few blocks of Main Street and on
other nearby streets, and there are many from the later
decades- early 20th century up to the present. Many of the
older buildings are well kept or renovated. Some have been
extensively modified or added to, and do not resemble their
original condition. And some are fading and could use some
TLC. Among the more recent buildings, some emulate the
older ones in style or scale. Others stand apart from the
| earlier structures. Mixed among the major structures are
smaller accessory buildings, including sheds, garages, and
early log buildings, as well as a variety of fences, from prim
white pickets to rustic weathered boards. Together they
provide an interesting range of images, which this study will
evaluate, and suggest ideas for defining Minturn’s architectural
character and for establishing policies for design review and
preservation.
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HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY

Historic Buildings Survey . OLD TOWN CHARACTER AREA
The Historic Building Survey shown here, is based
on data gathered by the Colorado Center for Community
Development’s 2005 Minturn Historic Downtown Photo
Inventory. Working with the dates of construction
contained in that inventory, this survey maps the
buildings according to their age. For simplicity,and to
show the pattern of development, the buildings have
been categorized and color-coded into time periods.

A. In central Minturn, referred to as Old Town,

there are 16 buildings remaining which were originally
constructed before 1899. Colored red, it is easy to see
the concentration of these early structures along the first
three blocks of Main Street, most of them on the east side

I 1880-1899 Victorian/Southwestern/Rustic
[1 1900-1919 Late Victorian/Mission Style
[ 1920-1939 Craftsman/Bungalow/Rustic
[ 1940-1959 Post-War/Ranch House/Modern/Rustic

CHAPTER 8: ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER & HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY

The accompanying photos illustrate the various types
and conditions of these buildings. They range from Victorian, to
southwestern, to rustic in style. As described in the bottom bar,
the buildings on the left have been maintained close to their
original condition, whereas those on the right are greatly modified.
Interestingly, the oldest building in town, according to the data, is a
modest house located at 272 Main Street, which was built in 1886,
one year before the town was renamed Minturn.

B. There are approximately 44 structures which date from 1900
to 1919, colored yellow. They are interspersed with the 19th century
buildings on Main Street, and also extend further up the hill on
Boulder and Pine Streets.

The photos of a selection of these buildings indicate that
this was the time period for most of the surviving commercial
buildings of Minturn, including hotels and churches. In architectural
style they include later Victorian and “Queen Anne’a few mission
style and “Georgian” structures, and western storefront. As with the
previous photos, they range from original condition, to carefully
restored, to greatly altered or added to.

15061919 Lote Victaran ston Sle

o C. Shown on the survey are the 40 or so buildings constructed
in the 1920s and 30s, colored green. A number of commercial
buildings from this period are located at the northern end of Main
Street, and a good number of houses are located further south on
Main and Pine Streets.

A variety of architectural styles were popular during these
decades-“craftsman’; bungalow, and a revival of rustic (log) cabins,
probably used as vacation homes.There is also a variety in the
current condition of these buildings- some enlarged and renovated
in such a way that the original building is hardly recognizable.

D. The time period from 1940 to 1959, indicates something
of a slowdown for construction in Minturn. There are about 25
structures, colored blue, from those years, which are sprinkled
among the buildings from the two preceding decades. Mostly they
are post World War I, and include modern styles, ranch houses, and
a continuation of rustic vacation houses.

E. A large number of commercial and residential buildings have
been built in Minturn from 1960 to the present (shaded gray on the
survey), reflecting the changing economy and demographics of the
region. As represented in the photos, they include an eclectic mix
of sizes and styles. Those pictured on the left have been designed
to reflect the existing architectural character of the town- smaller

in scale, more traditional style,and a more typical relationship to
the street. Those on the right do not strive to emulate the existing
character. They are larger, lack traditional architectural elements
and ornamentation, and often are connected to the street by paved
parking areas.

CHAPTER 8: ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER & HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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MINTURN TOMORROW

Minturn Tomorrow

In a focus group meeting of local residents and
officials, which dealt with the issue of Architectural Character
and Historic Preservation, the participants were asked to
name their three favorite buildings and three least favorite
buildings in town, old or new. In most cases, the buildings
they listed were found on one of the photo boards included
here, so it was possible to put dots on the photos as a kind of
architectural preference survey- green dots for most favored
and red dots for least favored.

The results suggested some interesting conclusions,
and there was discussion about what was favored and
why. Following are some of the common ideas which the
participants shared.

+ They prefer local vernacular styles,which connect to
Minturn’s history and existing character.

+ They like buildings which seem genuine and not fake and
which use natural materials- stone, brick and wood.

+ They enjoy quirky and free-spirited architectural expressions,
including colors and details.

+ They appreciate prideful maintenance of buildings and their
sites, even if they are mobile and manufactured homes.

+ They prefer buildings which are interestingly articulated,and
which make use of a variety of exterior materials.

+ They do not like buildings which seem too large and out of
scale with their surroundings.

* They believe some of the newer buildings are too monolithic,
lacking in articulation and detail.

+ They do not find buildings pleasing which seem foreign
to Minturn- too modern, too urban, and not contextual.

+ They feel thatitis important for buildings to give
something back to the street- inviting pedestrian level
treatment, attractive landscaping, avoiding large
uninterrupted expanses of paved surface parking, driveways
and garage doors.

+ The statement was made that even old and dilapidated
buildings that have “character” are better than bland
featureless new buildings.

Everyone agreed that these conclusions were not
surprising, but they remarked that they had not previously
expressed these opinions so clearly before.

Pathways Forward

Just for fun, a“Minturn History Quiz” was given to
the participants, posing questions about the town’s origins
and about particular buildings. It was impressive how much
was known about Minturn’s history,and how strongly local
residents identify with their community.

This led into a discussion about ways in which Minturn
could further celebrate its“Minturness” Some of the ideas put
forward included:

The Saloon - 146 Main St.

Commemoration
Support and publicize the Minturn Market. Tell the story of
how it started.
Place interpretive signs and historic plaques at the
significant places in town.
Update Walking Tour brochure
Put up street banners for special days, weeks or events.
Encourage murals and public art.
Investigate the possibilities of a local museum, telling
the story of the railroad, mining, farming, ranching and
interesting personalities and events associated
with Minturn. The museum could be as simple as a small
storefront on Main Street

Minturn Fire House - 195 Pine St.

449 pine St.

* The Enclave- 626707 Main St.

General Comments
+ Good tobe quirky & free-wheeling,  » Buildings can be old & dilapidated,
as long as it is neat & maintained as long as they have character
« “Prideful in its trailerness” « Minturn needs to preserve its scale & density

Least Favo
+ Scale & Massing- Does not fit i
« Monalithic- Lack of articulatior

+ Sponsor school projects related to Minturn’s history and
current attributes.

+ Re-enact historic events

+ Sponsor festivals,"nostalgia days’and parades.

+ Record oral histories, and collect historic photos and
documents related to Minturn from local residents, or from
Ebay.

+ There were many other similar ideas,and the list is still open.

B. Advocacy
(1) The Preservation Committee of Minturn is a volunteer,
unincorporated group that supports historic preservation

issues in the town. According to members, they meet
irregularly and have no official standing with the local
government. This group has the potential to be a more
important force in advocating for preserving Minturn’s
important historical resources and architectural character.
The committee could establish a clear mission
statement, seek more members, schedule regular meetings,
elect officers, collect membership dues, publish a newsletter,
sponsor historic tours, produce a self-guided walking tour
brochure, and engage in other preservation activities of this
kind. Perhaps most importantly the committee could be
actively represented at public meetings and hearings and
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PATHWAYS FORWARD

lobby for preserving, and against destruction, of historic
resources within the town.

Another possibility would be for the Preservation
Committee to become a 501 C3 non-profit corporation-
Historic Minturn, Inc. This would enable it to achieve
increased status within the community, to apply for grants,
and to have affiliations with other historic organizations
within the state and the nation. The benefits and
opportunities of this kind of incorporation should be
explored.

(2) Another way of accelerating the level of historic
preservation activity and enhancing the architectural
character of Minturn is for the town government to apply
for grants and participate in appropriate kinds of state and
federal preservation programs.

Some of the many grant, funding and assistance
programs that the town could apply for,and in some cases is
already looking into are:

+ The Preserve America Initiative

+ The National Trust for Historic Preservation- Main Street
Program

+ Colorado State Historical Fund Grants

+ Potential funding associated with the proposed Battle
Mountain Development

C. Regulation

There is a generalized and understandable fear about

too much government regulation in our lives- excessive
bureaucratic micromanaging of people’s private interests.
On the other hand, most towns and cities would devolve into
chaos if there were no rules and standards to be followed.
Each community should decide for itself to what extent

it wants to regulate the activities within its legal limits,in
particular regarding the regulation of private development.
(1) Design Standards and Guidelines

In 2005, the Minturn Town Council adopted the
official "Minturn Design Standards and Guidelines” as part
of the Minturn Community Plan,”in order to preserve and
enhance the built environment, and to further the character
of the community.” This document states that “these
standards and guidelines are to used as a supplement to the
Town of Minturn Zoning Code. Review of compliance with
these design standards and guidelines will occur for all new
development, as well as major restoration and/or renovation
of existing structures or developments within the town
boundaries.”

Included in the requirements are General Design
Standards for the entire town,and specific guidelines and
standards for three Character Areas- Grouse Creek, Old Town
and South Town. It was also proposed that a Design Review

Board of seven members would be established by the Town
Council to review and approve all development applications,
with the assistance of town staff, for compliance with these
design standards. There is no DRB in Minturn.
(2) Implementation of Standards and Guidelines

Although the standards and guidelines, as written,
are general in nature and subject to interpretation by staff
and a design review board, they are reasonably clear and
precise enough to enable the town to enforce a minimum
level of design quality for all development. They include
requirements related to site design, natural features and
topography, orientation, massing, scale, roof forms, facade
treatment, building details, materials, streetscape, landscape
design and screening. Inherent in many of the particular
standards and guidelines are issues related to historic
preservation, and maintaining the existing architectural
character of Minturn.

This document is well constructed, complete in
its scope, and has been officially adopted by the Town
Council, but its use and implementation seem to be far less
certain. In practice the Planning Commission, rather than
a separate design review board, has been empowered to
enforce these regulations. Based on anecdotal reports,
the Design Standards and Guidelines are rarely referred
to in decisions regarding approval of proposed new
development or renovations. Interestingly in discussions
among the participants of the Architectural Character and
Historic Preservation focus group that was assembled for
this study, hardly anyone had ever heard of these standards
and guidelines, let alone that they were officially adopted
for enforcement by the Council. Concerns were expressed
that this lack of enforcement had allowed a number of
inappropriate developments to occur in recent years.

This level of confusion should be corrected. The
town staff and officials should recommit to the very
design review process that they approved and set in
motion. Interested citizens should use the standards
and guidelines as the basis for opposing or supporting
proposed developments at public hearings. And it would
be advantageous if the Design Review Board, as originally
recommended, was established, and its members and a town
staff member were selected for having a particular interest
and expertise in the areas of preservation and architectural
design.
(3) Enhancement of Design Standards and Guidelines

There are a number of ways that the language and
requirements of Minturn’s existing Design Standards and
Guidelines could be expanded, clarified and strengthened.
Making these changes to the ordinance would make it
more easily understood by average citizens, more effectively

interpreted by the town’s planning staff,and more fairly
enforced by its public officials. Following are some
suggestions for these kinds of revisions:

a)  More affirmative language, such as revising wording
from “can and could”to “should” or from“should” to“shall
or must;would change the tone of the standards and
guidelines from suggestive to prescriptive, which is what the
stated enforcement policies appear to imply.

b)  Minturn’s natural setting, on sloping land and
adjacent to the Eagle River, is one of its most important
inherent qualities. The Review Criteria for these two
issues,in particular, should place clear requirements on
redevelopment and new development to respect and
enhance these physical characteristics.

c)  More specific criteria should be spelled out regarding
roof forms, requiring steeply sloping gabled or hipped roofs-
with 6/12 or 8/12 minimum slope, for residential buildings,
and encouraged even for commercial buildings (behind their
street facades), which would be consistent with typical snow-
country development.

d)  Most traditionally designed buildings in Minturn
utilize no more than one or two primary exterior materials,
with trim, porches, canopies, railings and details of other
various materials. Smaller scale structures may have only
one main material, and larger buildings might typically
have two- stone or brick with wood siding or stucco
above, or stone foundation with brick above, etc. Review
Criteria could include guidelines for the number of exterior
primary materials- allowing for more variety on larger scale
structures, but striving to avoid visual chaos.

e) The existing architectural character of Minturn
is eclectic, playful and colorful. In particular, the use of
varied and bright colors is a notable local characteristic.
Strict color guidelines seem inappropriate in Minturn, and
instead language could be added to the guidelines which
encourages the use of accent colors for distinguishing and
personalizing individual buildings. On the other hand, this
would not be inconsistent with retaining the prohibition of
highly reflective exterior building materials.

f)  Regarding the design guidelines for the Grouse
Creek Character Area, the consideration of connecting
walkways and pedestrian connections should be
strengthened to a requirement to make this area more
pedestrian-friendly and connected to other parts of the
town. Similarly, the encouragement of new development
to address and engage this area’s relationship to the river
should be made a requirement. The discouragement of the
use of “historic styles” could be relaxed, and reworded to
discourage blatantly fake architectural treatments, to avoid
an amusement park atmosphere.

g) Regarding the Old Town Character Area, the
discouragement of commercial strip centers should be
strengthened to prohibition. Generally, parking should
be required to be behind or to the side of commercial
development, and required to be screened from the street
by landscaping or low fences or walls. Additional stories
beyond the typical height for downtown buildings should
be required to be set back no less than ten feet from the
primary building facade.

h)  Although the established character of South Town
involves larger scale, more automobile-related businesses,
this Character Area could also benefit greatly by increased
pedestrianization. Sidewalks and other pedestrian
connections should be provided. And parking directly off-of
Hwy 24 should be “eliminated wherever possible] not simply
“discouraged”.

4) Additional Regulatory Measures

There are further regulatory measures which could
be taken in the future regarding historic preservation and
maintaining the architectural character of Minturn. Asin
other towns and cities across the nation, an historic districts
and landmarks ordinance could be adopted by Minturn. This
would allow for the designation of individual land-marked
buildings, and the establishment of official historic districts,
which would then be given an enhanced level of protection
and design review control. There could be one or more
districts, small or large, and which might be drawn around
areas deemed to have particular historic significance. The
Historic Building Survey, described above, might suggest
some logical boundaries for an initial district,and similarly
certain of the older individual buildings which are most
notable might be good candidates for land-marking. The
ordinance could also include provisions for regulation of
demolition of part or all of “contributing” historic buildings,
or for buildings over a certain age, i.e.50 years.

In summary, these are some of the possible pathways
available for preserving and enhancing Minturn’s unique
architectural character. Not all of them will be appropriate
for Minturn, or supported by a majority of its residents.
Development design review and historic preservation are
not one size fits all undertakings. But as the years pass,and
the pressures for redevelopment grow, Minturn should
always be looking out for what is best for Minturn. Itis never
a good policy to regret what you may be losing, after it is lost.
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OPPORTUNITY SITE #1: USFS BONEYARD PARCEL

CHAPTER 9: OPPORTUNITY SITES

Chapter 9 is organized as follows:
«USFS BONEYARD PARCEL
«MARTIN CREEK PARK/OPEN SPACE
«TURNTABLE DISTRICT

The Town of Minturn is extremely constrained
by natural features such as topography, the Eagle
River,and the UP R.R. These constraints severely limit
redevelopment and new development potential within
town. The town’s residents are very concerned about
the lack of affordable housing as land values continue
to climb. The desire for the downtown to retain its
small town quirky character precludes the massive
redevelopment projects that compromise that vision.
The challenge is then to seek out opportunities for
redevelopment and new development that do not
compromise the vision.

The US Forest Service owns several properties in
town that it may be looking to sell: The USFS Boneyard
and USFS Parcel at the south end of town and Dowd
Junction at the north end of town. The UP R.R.owns
large tracks of land north of downtown (Turntable and
just below Taylor Park) that are ideally suited to facilitate
the extension of downtown north across Bellm Bridge.
These sites are strategically located within Minturn and
offer opportunities to accommodate new types of land
uses (affordable mixed income housing, mixed use,
recreation and civic uses).

Three opportunity sites have been identified
and explored for their development potential. The
diagrams reflect potential development patterns
for each opportunity site and are for illustrative
purposes only. They are intended to demonstrate
opportunity and establish a vision for the general
character of improvements in the area. Prior to actual
implementation of any of the concepts presented in
this plan, a design development program should be
undertaken with extensive involvement on the part of
all major stakeholders. All of the concepts will evolve
over time and therefore, alternatives should always be
considered.

OPPORTUNITY SITE #1: USFS BONEYARD PARCEL
The development of the USFS Parcel is a logical
southerly extension of South Minturn and provides a
key opportunity for affordable housing. One of the most
pressing challenges in Minturn and most mountain
communities is how to provide well-designed sustainable
and affordable housing in an area that is experiencing
significant growth. Affordable housing maintains
community diversity and vitality. It allows people to live
in the community where they work, to participate in the
economig, cultural, and social life of the town. Locating
affordable housing adjacent to or within town centers
enhances the community’s quality of life by eliminating
and reducing traffic congestion, noise and pollution.

Special Design Guidelines for Opportunity Site #1

The following guidelines support the goal of creating
well-designed sustainable and affordable neighborhoods:

Connections

- Provide multiple vehicle connections to disperse
traffic throughout the neighborhood

- Incorporate a modified street and alley grid
with short walk-able blocks that is reminiscent
of the original town layout. Align streets on
specific view termini as appropriate

- Design streets to facilitate vehicular and
pedestrian movement and to accommodate
snow plowing and removal, but do not allow
this to compromise the human and pedestrian
scale of the neighborhood streets. Two- ten
foot travel lanes and two six foot parking
lanes with 5 feet attached sidewalks and a five
foot landscape/snow storage zone on each side
is adequate for most neighborhoods (52 foot
RO.W.)

- Design alleys to provide adequate access to
garages and facilitate snow plowing

- Provide multiple pedestrian connections to
adjacent neighborhood parks or trails

Building Types

REDEVELOP MOBILE HOM|

EXISTING

PROPOSED CONCEPT

WEST MINTURN TRAIL l
.96 ACRE PARK/ OPEN SPACE l

24 DUPLEX UNITS/ HOMES l
16 COTTAGE HOMES '

TOTAL SITE AREA:  6.08 ACRES

{-) 0.96 ACRES
NET SITE AREA 5.12 ACRES
TOTAL UNITS 40
NET DENSITY 7.8 DU/ACRE

w
E PARK SITE
1
™

CHAPTER 9: OPPORTUNITY SITES

04.02.08 Project: 16038.00




OPPORTUNITY SITE #2: MARTIN CREEK PARK/OPEN SPACE

Provide a variety of housing types within each
neighborhood. Small cottage homes, duplex
homes, and townhomes are appropriate
Incorporate a variety of architectural styles by
using different fagade treatments on buildings
with similar floor plans

Allow carriage units above garages behind
single family homes to provide additional
affordable housing options

Consider other unique building configurations
that accommodate the seasonal employee
housing demands

Building Design & Placement

Place garages in the back of lots accessed by an
alley wherever feasable to insure that cars and
garages do not dominate the streetscape
Locate homes close to the street to encourage
neighborly interaction. 10’ minimum building
setback, 5’ minimum porch setback from the
RO.W.

Make lot depths short to allow placement

of attached garages close to alley,

reducing shoveling requirements

Design comer buildings to address both street
frontages

Design buildings with efficient floor plans to
reduce initial building costs and minimize
amount of building materials

Incorporate recycled materials where
appropriate and recycle construction waste
Increase glazing on south side and reduce
glazing on the north side wherever possible
Take advantage of common walls

Consider creating a focal point for the
neighborhood such as a pavilion or tower
that helps to define the neighborhood
identity. Place landmarks at the terminus of
streets

Public Realm/Public Spaces

Include parks and other public spaces in to the
overall site design

Enhance entries with landscaping and
neighborhood signage

Consider common mail delivery within easily
accessible gazebo or pavilion type structures to
encourage neighborhood interaction

Provide benches and places to sit close to
pedestrian paths and adjacent to community
buildings

30 PARKING SPACES

PROPOSED CONCEPT

MARTIN CREEK TRAIL
{CONNECTION TO HOLY
CROSS WILDERNESS

[ EMERGENCY/SECONDARY ACCESS I
MARTIN CREEK PARK & TRAILHEAD l

TUTAL SITE AREA “0.5 ACRES .

- Design buildings to shed snow in designated
areas away from pedestrian circulation paths
- Allow for adequate snow storage between

£ \\
OPPORTUNITY SITE #2: v 7 \\ﬁﬁ *-f
MARTIN CREEK PARK/OPEN SPACE Y R i

The Martin Creek Park parcel provides access to the

buildings OPEN SPACE
- Designate snow storage areas to accommodate Martin Creek Trail and the proposed West Minturn -_l
large amounts of snow Trail. This flat site is well suited to a number of uses:

_ Provide covered entries for all buildings recreation, park, and potentially affordable housing.

- Design buildings to respect Minturn’s historical
context and desire to remain unique and “quirky”
- Consider using simple architectural forms
that employ forms found in the old town that -

have one primary mass supplemented with
secondary porches and dormers - Formalize vehicular access through easement off

Sustainability Hwy 24 and provide parking for trail and park

- Incorporate drought tolerant, high country users
native landscape materials into the landscape - Incorporate pavillion type structure for protection
design from the elements and sun and include picnic

- Design forboth the public spaces and private tables & benches
yards to reduce water consumption

Special Design Guidelines for Opportunity Site #2
General
Formalize and enhance trailhead and trail
connections to the west

WY coer bepen | MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN
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OPPORTUNITY SITE #3: TURNTABLE/TAYLOR PARK DISTRICT

OPPORTUNITY SITE #3:
TURNTABLE/TAYLOR PARK DISTRICT
TheTurntable/Taylor Park site presents a
tremendous redevelopment opportunity to extend
the downtown north across the river and create an
expansion of the Taylor Park neighborhood. Building
on the Phase | improvements included in Chapter
4 the“Turntable” District is envisioned to redevelop
as a high density mixed-use multi-modal district
containing ground floor retail, office and/or residential
uses above retail, underground parking ( to serve
both the turntable and the town) within a traditional
urban street framework. Main Street extends north
into the center of the“Turntable” circle and continues
north on alignment with the UP R.R.access road. The
“Turntable” circle harkens back to the historical railroad
turntable. An additional vehicular access from Hwy
24 to the turntable is proposed north of old town that
bridges over the Eagle River and intersects this road.
The addition of this road connection will significantly
alleviate congestion at Main Street and Bellm Bridge.
The streets in the “Turntable” are lined with
mixed-use buildings, built up to the sidewalk with
generous sidewalks (12') allowing for adequate
pedestrian movement. A new depot located on the

PROPOSED

CEMMALHITY
e AEDEN D

TREECR, W peus e Lo
E {_ﬂ-— $___ - it

LOoSiHG SOUTH

west side of the UP RR. tracks will serve as Minturn’s
multi-modal transit hub accommodating future eco-
transit commuter railroads, bicyclists and pedestrians.
It will be the landmark iconic structure within the
Turntable District “square”and is framed by facing
buildings and a public”square” (ice rink in winter and
plaza in summer).

The Taylor Park redevelopment will “fill in” that
area between Taylor Street and the UP R.R. tracks.
The residential streets will follow a traditional street
grid and step down the hill. CR P14 will separate the
mixed-density residential area from the office/service
industrial areas to the west. The office/service industrial
areas could provide work live/work opportunities for
local artists and similar users. Public spaces could
include terraced community gardens and small pocket
parks for families.

Special Design Guidelines for Opportunity Site #3

(Please refer to the Special Design Guidelines for

Opportunity Sites #1 and #2 earlier in this chapter that

apply to both Taylor Park and the Turntable)

+ Connections

- Incorporate a modified grid of streets with short

walk-able blocks that is reminiscent of the
original town layout

| FAll TR hip S

- Provide convenient pedestrian access to public
transit

- Design streets to facilitate vehicular and
pedestrian circulation. Two 11’ travel lanes and
two 7' parallel parking lanes with 12’ sidewalks
on either side (60’R.O.W.)

- Provide pedestrian connections to the Eagle
River and to Old Town

- Consider pattemed crosswalks and neck-downs
at important pedestrian crossings

Building Types

- Incorporate a variety of mixed-used building
types within the Minturn town vernacular.

- Uses could include retail, office, residential, and
civic

Building Design and Placement

- Locate mixed-use buildings at the public R.O.W.

- Design mixed-use buildings to incorporate
traditional 2-4 story facades with transparent
retail storefronts on the first floor. Step the
3rd and 4th floors back from the two story
fagade 8-10 feet to maintain the
pedestrian scale on the street

- Consider the incorporation of arcades, recessed
entries and storefronts to provide shelter along
those facades

QOPPORTUNITY SITE #3 I

- Design access to underground parking
to minimize pedestrian/vehicle conflicts and to
incorporate the design of the building

- Carefully design landmark civic structures such
as the new depot or museum to create an
enduring legacy for the town

* Public Realm/Public Spaces

- Provide meaningful public gathering spaces

within the Turntable
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OPPORTUNITY SITE #3: TURNTABLE/TAYLOR PARK DISTRICT
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CONCLUSION

The Minturn Revitalization Plan/Vision Guide
illustrates the long range vision for how the Town of
Minturn can revitalize and grow while maintaining the
existing small town, quirky, historic character desired
by a majority of Minturn residents. The creation of the
2008 Minturn Revitalization Plan/Vision Guide was a
true collaboration of local residents, town staff, public
officials and the consultant team and has been well
received by the community.

The Plan presents a series of urban
design, planning and infrastructure concepts and
recommendations that are a true reflection of the
feedback received from the citizens of Minturn
through the Community Workshop exercises and
activities and the Focus Groups. The Plan also draws
upon numerous previous surveys, workshops, studies
and design guidelines that are described in detail in
Chapter 2: Existing Conditions of this document.

The Town of Minturn “Is a small, tight-knit, vibrant
community that values its natural setting and builds on

its mining and railroad heritage”
(Minturn 2008 Vision Statement).

CONCLUSION

The concepts and recommendations
contained in this document should be used to inform
and inspire updates to existing Minturn documents
such as the Community Plan, Parks and Recreation
Plan, Minturn Valley Comprehensive Plan, Minturn
Design Standards and Guidelines, and the Minturn
Zoning Code. It should also be used to inspire the
creation of an Affordable Housing Ordinance and
Historic Preservation Ordinance, both deemed
extremely important by the citizens of Minturn
during the development of this Plan. This document
gives form to the vision for the future of the Town of
Minturn that enables the town, property owners and
citizens to make informed strategic decisions about
future development and public improvements.

Project: 16038.00
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APPENDIX

Downtown Use Preference Survey Summary LEAST MOST
1 I NA/ No Response
COMMUNITY WORKSHOP #1 SUMMARY i bl — _
The following pages provide a summary of the results 1 LI\~ No Response | [Professional Offices 0 2 s 1 0 0 Place of Worship Z ] ] Z 7 o
ived fi th tici ts of the C it RETAIL Q0% | 154% | 231% | 77% | 462% 154% | 77% | 77% | 154% | 538%
received from the participants O e CLommunity Music/Book Store 2 2 2 2 3 2 Medical/Dental 2 0 4 0 6 [ Day Care/Pre-School 1 1 1 1 9 0
19/ o o o 9 19/ 15.4% 0.0% 30.8% 0.0% 46.2% o, o, o, o, 9,
Workshop #1 held on February 20,2007. 15000 | tou% | 16d% [ 154% | 23:1% 154% ot 7% | 7% | 7% | 7% | eeow
Jewelry Store 6 1 2 2 1 1 Live/Worl 1 9 3 1 7 9 School 0 1 1 3 8 0
462% | 7.7% | 154% | 154% | 77% 77% ITh L 00% | 23.1% | 77% | S53B% 00% | 7.7% | 7.7% | 23.1% | 61.5%
[Fumiture Store 5 5 1 0 1 1 Other? Fitness Center 0 1 2 3 7 0
« Downtown Use Preference Survey Summary S B AT BT AT AT WRITETN NOTES: Bring people to lowt and ancillary activies will dovelop, von | 77w | e |z | s
[Bakery T 2 3 0 3 T Library 0 T 3 T s 0
. Commumty Character Preference Survey: 77% | 154% | 231% | 00% | 462% 77% LEAST MosT A o R 00% | 77% | 231% | 7.7% | 615%
St t [Pharmacy 3 3 3 2 1 1 1 5 0 Response Police/Fire Station 1 2 10 0
- reg scape 231% | 21% | 23.1% | 154% | 7.7% 77% [OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS 77% 15.4% | 769%
- Parking Grocery T 2 2 2 5 T Hotel/Motel 2 1 1 0 9 0 Community Center 0 T 10 0
H 7.7% | 154% | 15.4% | 154% | 38.5% 7.7% 154% | 7% Llh 59.2% 0.0% 7.7% | 769%
Public S paces Clothing Storc 2 2 3 3 2 T Bed & Breakfast 1 0 2 2 8 0 Post Office 1 0 0 1 1 0
s, S
- Open Space/Parks/Rlver S Edge 154% | 154% | 231% | 231% | 154% 7.7% 77% | 00% | 154% | 154% | 61.5% 77% | 00% | 00% | 77% | sa6%
" Bu“d]ng Scale/Massmg ovie Theater 2 : 2 2 2 ! out ostel 1524% US% 4552"/ 7;% 3043% ° i 7;/u nS/u 7;/u 7;/u s:;/ :
: 0.0% | 308% | 30.8% | 15.4% | 15.4% 7.7% 0% 1 _46.2% 8% K % K K %
- Architectural Character S P Y T N : e P oz O T N N 5
- Signage % | 2% | 1sa% | 7% | 2% 7% WRITE-IN NOTES: Enlarge bed base and business will follow
ch Rental 1 2 1 2 6 1 Muscum 0
« . 2 7.7% | 154% | 7.7% | 154% | 46.2% 7.7%
* “What do you love about Minturn? oo : ; > > - : Music/Porformance Venuo 0
7.7% 7.7% 154lu 15.4% 45.2_"/:: 7.7% 1 1 0 1 10 0
[Hardware 2 3 5 0 2 1 7.7% 7.7% 7.7% 76.9% 0.0% Community Arts Center 0 0 2 2 9 0
. % U — - - - - -
S.W.0.T. Resu.lts 154% | 23.1% | 38.5% 0.0% 15.4% 7.7% Duplexes 0 0 3 4 5 1 0.0% 0.0% 15.4% | 15.4% | 69.2%
- North Minturn [Flower Shop 0 3 2 1 0.0% 0.0% | 231% | 30.8% | 38.5% 7.7% Athletic Complex 0 1 2 4 6 0
- Downtown Minturn 00% | 231% | 30.8% | 23.1% | 154% 7.7% Multi-Family [ 1 5 2 4 1 0.0% L 77% | 154% | 30.8% | 46.2%
- South Mint [Art Gallery 1 [ 3 2 6 1 00% | 77% | 38.5% | 154% | s08% 77% Senior Center 0 1 1 2 5 o
ou inturn 7.7% 0.0% 23.1% 15.4% 46.2% 7.7% Retirement/Assisted Living 0 2 3 2 6 0 0 % 17% 17% 154% 59'2-/"
[Greenhouse 0 2 2 1 3 1 0.0% 154% | 231% | 154% | 462% 0.0% Parking Structure 1 3 1 0 8 0
00% | 308% | 308% | 7.7% | 231% 7.7% Co-Housing 0 2 4 2 4 1 - L7% | 231% | 7.7% Q% | 61.5%
(Copy Center 6 1 1 3 1 1 00% | 154% | s08% | 154% | 308% 7.7% Medical C 2 3 3 1 4 0
45.2_"/:: 7.7% 7.7% 23.1% 7.7% 7.7% Affordable Housing 1 0 2 1 9 0 - 154% 21% 23.1% L7% 308%
Other? "Art Movies, bring Bonjour back (bakery), brewery. 77% | _0.0% | 154% | 7.7% | 69.2% 0.0% Vet Clinic 1 5 1 1 5 0
WRITE-IN NOTES: Must be destination retail, unique, not replicated in other areas of town. Market Other? T7% | 385% | 77% | 7.7% | 385%
place will determine what works. Movies- old, with couches and beer WRITE-IN NOTES: Accept density in order to protect affordability. Lofis-addded and ranked 2 Other?
WRITE-INNOTES: Eye clinic, public health, DMV
LEAST MOST
1 I NA/ No Response
[PERSONAL SERVICES
Cleaners 4 2 1 3 2 1
lﬂ.ﬂ_"/n 154% 7.7% 23.1% 15.4% 77%
4 3 3 1 1 1
30.8% 23.1% 23.1% 7.7% 7.7% 7.7%
Gas Station 1 1 4 0 [} 1
7.7% 7.7% 30. & 0.0% 46.2% 7.7%
Laundry 2 2 4 2 2 1
154% 15.4% lﬂ.ﬂ_"/n 154% 15.4% 7.7%
[Auto Repair 4 [} 0 1 1 1
30.8% 46.2% 0.0% 7.7% 7.7% 7.7%
[Car Wash 3 4 1 2 2 1
23.1% lﬂ.ﬂ_"/n 7.7% 154lu 15.4% 7.7%
Other?
WRITE-IN NOTES:
ST Community Character Preference Survey
[RESTAURANT ..
Restaurant i o o s 10 o The participants were asked to comment on the
7.7% 0.0% 0.0% 23.1% 76.9% 0.0% ;
following elements of the town character: Streetscape,
[Bar/Tavern 1 0 2 1 10 0
7% | oo | sa% | 77% | 760% 0.0% Parking, Architectural Character, Building Scale and
Coffee S| Café 1 0 1 2 10 0 . . .
7% | oon | 7 | an | Teo% oo Massing, Open Space/Parks/River’s Edge, Public Spaces &
Deli 1 2 1 1 9 0 H H H H
T e B e BT o Signage. The comments received are summarized in the
oer? following pages.
WRITE-IN NOTES:
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> MAIN STREET:

« Need street lighting, historic lighting, sidewalks, access to river, signage, paint.
« Parking is insufficient, there is no place to park in angle at downtown

+ Road needs improvements for traffic and something to slow traffic down to
15mph, people need to use garages/drives instead of R.O.W.

« Vibrant, café’s, unique shops, small businesses, interesting storefronts that
bring back fake front. “Eclectic” and more colorful and flavorful architecture with
common material or elements — stucco, rooflines, 3" story set-backs to maintain
a 2" story character. Consistency in design features & themes.

« Continuity between north and southMain Street.

< Extend sidewalk at crossing (as shown above) for planters, trash cans, news
boxes, ete. Blinking crosswalk signs like in Boulder, CO.

« Covered sidewalks with canopy and balconys.

« More a thru street, not a part of the town.

» Main Street is OK as it is.

» RESIDENTIAL STREET:

» More cars for snow removal on sidewalks.

< Paving improvements, all should be properly paved with better drainage.

+ Need more sidewalks. Need to fix sidewalks and do general improvement.
« More parking for owners. Keep autos in alleys, driveways, and garages.

« Need more lawns and green spaces with plantings of trees and flowers

« Encourage having a variety of income levels living together so avoid alienating
each other as in Vail, Beaver Creek, and Edwards.

« Encourage front porches.

« Bridge at the Saloon and Hwy 24 curve coming into town needs aesthetic
improvement.

« Blocks are a short/good scale.

» SIDEWALK (WIDTH, PAVING, ETC.):

*Rebuild, repair, repave, and then maintain (expansion to south town).

« New sidewalks and curbs needed for safety.

« Many mining towns had covered sidewalks with balconys and awnings.

« Clear snow, widen walks (9-4’ in front of every home) while narrowing Hwy. 24.
< Curb and gutter through town with texture and colored sidewalks like in
downtown. Pavers are low maintainance in snow country,look good, and let
water into the ground. Fence especially on Main Street between downtown and
cemetery, bridge sidewalks.

< Consitency in sidewalks existance/nonexistance on the same block, width,
depth of gutters, and curbs.

» STREET LIGHTING:

« Low light features that are consistent Victorian or Contemporary RR design.

« Yes limited improvement needed.

« Avoid light pollution by following “Dark Skies” of Colorado initiative: Low lighting,
for safety and monitor brightness of fixtures.

< Bury electric so that the poles can be removed.

» No standard lighting, historic, Character lighting (vs. highway lights}, turn-of-the-
century light poles

« Lighting near dog waste stations expecially necesary.

« If possible copy downtown lighting, though CDOT will fight against it.

» LANDSCAPE/XERISCAPE:

« Yes, more trees and flowers.

« Some needed but the beauty is all around.

» Encourage more trees closer to street (esp. on Main Street).

« Discourage lawns and encourage drought tolerent plants and native spieces.
« The waterfall should be landscaped with flowers, terraces, etc.

< There is no town landscape.

STREETSCAPE

» STREET FURNITURE (BENCHES, 'll
WASTE RECEPTACLES, NEWSPAPER DISPEN- |
CERS, MAILBOXES, WATER FOUNTAINS, TELE-
PHONE BOXES, ETC.):

« Need public restrooms. s -
« Waste integrated with recycling bins

« Dog waste disposal site with bags.

« Like all of this, maybe not water fountains because they are hard to maintain
like the one that exists accross from Eagle River Inn.

« Incorporate benches and telescopes to view wildlife and allow people to stop
and talk.

« Something like an elevated structure.

« Phone booth located in the downtown area. Do they still make telephone
boxes?

« There is no town furniture and no consistent theme.

« Event and information Kiosk.

» ROW.:

*No transition from sidewalk to boulevard to trees on Main Street.

> FORMAL/INFORMAL:

« Define a building theme for Minturn
« Standard grid street creates some formality but not much «Informal

» BOARDWALK:

«Along the river and a trail (walking) with signs that shows aquatic life, fish,
insects, etc. and mammals like beavers, muskrats, fishes, eagles, etc.

« Connect to streets to get people to use assets.

APPENDICIES
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TOWN RESPONSE COMMUNITY CHARACTER PREFERENCE SURVEY PARKING

» ON-STREET ANGLED PARKING: » LARGE SURFACE LOT: » BICYCLE PARKING:

« It would be desirable on Main Street if the street is wide enough. < The town lot by saloon is great, but | don’t believe owned by the town

« Free parking to non SUV and large trucks. « The lot near the saloon is a mess * Yes . . .

* Where possible (past shop/stop?) - Land is too valuable to use on expansive surface parking, a structure is betterlyy || * ESSential when bike path exists.

* No, not downtown. « Encourage mass transit, bikes, and walking. * Would be nice to have near businesses.

+ Preferred. + No, discourage because makes a town feel like a Walmart parking lot. * Plenty of opportunity because most residents

own a town bike, mountain bike and road bike.

« Could be encouraged in new developments like at P.O.
Y uraged W P : « It would encourage bikers in town and in-town

commuting.
+ Need a bike path also on river with racks.
» ON-STREET PARALLEL PARKING: » SMALL SURFACE LOT: + Not needed.
« We need a structure. « These would work in various spaces in town, but would not allow for many cars
« Ok as it is because it is the only option with layout of streets. « Ok, but where? A few exist on abandoned lots and are used.
« We currently have this in the residential area and it works OK. + Paved
* Yes, must move car when street is being cleaned. < Only if there is space to scale with the town like the pocket parks.
« No designated parking space. « Lots that are heavily landscaped.

» LOT PAVING/LANDSCAPE:
» STRUCTURED: « Yes, but paving increases runoff.

« Yes, underground because the land above is too valuable. acenjoravel Iqts ® I_et wate_r Ifie ground._
« This is the only answer for large amounts of parking. » INDIVIDUAL GARAGE: * Landscape using railroad signs as part of .
« This is what we need because of our limited space. Need to dig down to
acquire space.

< Build a parking structure at the present day lot by the turntable, at Meadow
Mountain with commuter bus.

« Would be great but there is no place except in RR Yard.

+ Needs to be blended into landscape.

*No

« People need to use garages. Rentals. Cheap to build.
« No, this is out of character with the downtown.

< Encourage appartments above.

« Brings a mix of income levels to the neighborhoods.

r.-c I-q-ul MINTURN REVITALIZATION PLAN APPENDICIES
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» HARDSCAPE PLAZA:

« Areas behind Granny’s Attic and Chili Willy’s, do these areas in pavers?

« More flower boxes along Main Street

< Opportunity, but land is private not public

« Do something interesting/defining on the “Cowboys & Indians” building (buy,
redo, or tear down).

< Paving is easy to maintain over time vs. blacktop. Also lets water into ground.

> OUTDOOR DINING:

« Saloon has started.

« Develop pedestrian/commercial area along river.

« Love the outdoor café style, but is there too much traffic
along main street?

» Would fit in this town.More like the saloon.

« More pocket parks with picnic tables.

« Decks are great, especially in sunny spots.

« More opportunity — merchants are doing this.

» PUBLIC ART:

 Sculptures on top of downtown buildings.

« Big, bold, whimsical, abstract, non-literal, and many!

« | work for an art gallery, but would prefer to see mosaic
architectural design instead of monuments.

« We don't have space and should not waste money as
Vail does by creating and then ripping out.

« We need more local, cultural art like western or railroad
» No Sibert circles herel!!

« We have an artist.

+ Need to be well thought out and not kitschy .

» POCKET PARK:

* Yes we want and need as many as possible.

« On south end, on river — need improvement.

« Clean them up and make them more presentable, simple.

« Let the people know where they are and where we might put more in. Use
signage to point our guests to these parks.

« Take down Old Town Hall put in a park.

« Locating these in the right place is important.

« White water park, grassy area near river. Where we can find space?

< Improve the Eagle Street/Bledo Street park.

> WATER FEATURES:

« The more, the better.

« Feature the Eagle River as much as possible.

« It would be great if we could create a kayak park in Little
Beach area but that conflicts with river restoration

< Improve public access and promotion of river. Combine with
pocket parks.

« Nothing artificial.

< Improve the waterfall.

« Boulder has a great water facility where you can walk along a
small part of the river and see the fish.

« Make the river more accessible.

« Marketable idea. Have market and festivals creating muliti
functional spaces that are not just used once a week or less.

» FESTIVAL/MARKET:

« Enhance Minturn Market because it is very successful.« Will it need a new
home if Minturn Realty does not want it at present location? « Market is an asset
overall. Look to Telluride for inspiration but on a smaller scale and unique to this
place. « Move to Little Beach area, south of amphitheater « Got it and love it «
Keep as is » Minturn market is great « Dedicated space for permanent market

< Many residents do not participate. « Much more is possible with events here.
Jazz series is good, but small + We have some incredible site with potential For
events including Maloit Park, Playuela Park (amphitheater) and the large flat site
across the Cemetery bridge below the cement plant.

» CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND:

* Yes we need and want more.

< Improve one near Maloit Park we have Little Beach.

* Where?

« Make current playground easier to get to with better sidewalk.
« Could locate in the future pocket parks.

« Locate at mid-town like Telluride A park downtown.

04.02.08
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» URBAN PARK:

< Do not have an urban area, and we do not want one.
« Little Beach is great.

« The smaller parks need to be better.

« Maybe benches by the river.

« Riverfront park and hardscape of buildings.

> FORMAL/INFORMAL GARDENS:

« Yes, at park, picnic, public facilities.

< Encourage people to plant lots of colorful plants and flowers.

« There are places where discernful seeds can be purchased.

« Accent the public spaces.

< Many people just have lawns, gardens this concept!

« Have gardening classes for do-it-your self workers.

< There is not enough money in this town to hire people to maintain these
gardens, it would need to do done right.

« It is infectious to neighbors once you start it, others are encouraged to
try as well. Sparks sharing and conversation, tips... seed sharing etc.

» DOG PARKS:

« Adult/dog park would be great!

« Sounds good.

*No.

« Ideally

« No room but in RR yard.

< Everyone has dogs- waste removal is the main issue.

» PUBLIC PERFORMANCE SPACE

« We have Little Beach Park — we need indoor performance space

« Yes, helps bring people to the town

« Encourage/allow greater use of new amphitheater

« Can the amphitheater be expanded?

« Yes, at a park where there is parking. At corner of Main and Eagle

« Little Beach is a good start but we need better permanent performance spaces
« We could use Maloit Park, why should it only be used by kids during school
hours?

» TRAILS:

* We need to maintain public access to trails we have! (Many cross private land}
< Parking and access improved

< All need to stay open and new trails around town could be started

< Along the river and a bike path walking trail on the west side, bike on the east
« Mark the trails well

< A thru town trail along the river, both bike and walking trails

« All trails are popular and well used

< Two Elk trail is hard to get to

« Maintain and create a diversity of trails, low-high use good

» BRIDGES:

- Bridges need architectural design appropriate for town (They look terrible)

« Pedestrian bridge by middle schools over river to link proposed bike path to
Ginn path

« If built, make them nice!!!

« Improve Pedestrian bridges over 24 (Main Street}

< Rebuild bridges with brick and stone, not concrete and not industrial

« Utilization as of now an opportunity to create a picturesque and romantic spot

» NATURAL PARKS:

< Open space in very important, as much as possible — it's why we live here.

« Get forest service land at south beach.

« Would like to see the people of Minturn volunteer to remove all noxious
weeds. Especially on the winter Range Meadow Mountain, Gieuse Creek and
the railroad tracks.

< Ask groups like the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation to improve land to the
east, Lions Head, etc... by removing more sage brush and planting plants that
help our wildlife.

« The landscape above the river downtown should blend into a natural land-
scape, not the urban style that was recently completed with formal lines and
boulders lining the street like a barrier.

« We have them we just need more access and parking.

» PICNIC AREAS/SHELTER:

« A picnic area would be great if we acquire land south of town forest service
* We need more.

« Yes Little Beach is enough for now.

« Take old town hall and put in a park.

+ No room downtown, maybe in RR yard
« None exist, Minturn lacks a town center
gazebo bandstand. Look to Hispanic and
Spanish layouts for inspiration. Many in
our older California and Meican towns.

« It would be used for weekend markets.
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TOWN RESPONSE

T

» ONE-STORY (COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, MIXED-USE):

« This is too restrictive for our small homes and lots.

« Yes, if they have parking for their residential and have parking for the other
uses, not the Neighbors yard.

< Only for single-family.

« The old town false front facade images (above} fit well into the commercial town
character of Minturn. They add character, add space, and a feeling of impor-
tance. It used to be done on cheap wooden buildings to make these structures
look as import as brick buildings were.

« The houses that people popped the top and added a second story typically have
no character and just create more space that people use to store more crap.

« More energy efficient buildings.

« Keep old buildings.

« Small is ok, we need to use the space in a smart way.

COMMUNITY CHARACTER PREFERENCE SU

I = g

RVEY

>

BUILDING SCALE/MASSING

» 2-3 STORIES (COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, MIXED-USE):

* Yes, good idea.

« | think buildings should not exceed 3 stories.

« This is in line with what we have — | would keep it to 2-3 stories.

» More of this in downtown core and turntable area.

+ 200-700 block of downtown.

« More than 2 stories creates shadow areas next to buildings and as a result the
snow does not melt.

« More than 2 stories blocks views.

< Sunlight is very important.

« If everyone builds to lot lines with 5 of useless space on each side of the
house the result is no usable outdoor space.

> 3-4 STORIES (COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL, MIXED-USE):

« 3-4 stories or more is too big.

100 block of downtown.

* Keep it limited to mixed use.

« The scale of the buildings should tell of it's importance to the community,
instead we have the enclave as some of the tallest buildings in town to the
river.

« The tallest buildings should be the church, in older times this is how it was.
« The hotel and or theatre/ opera so that they are easy to find.
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4 VICTORIAN (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL):

« Yes, colorful

+ A combination of Victorian and Mountain Industrial.

+ Mountain style architecture, made simpler

« False fronts

« The detail is comforting to people but hard to maintain in our extreme weather

> TUDOR REVIVAL (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL):

*No

« Interesting design!

« This has no purpose here, even though Ginn likes “disneyesque” castles most
people in Minturn do not.

> LOG STRUCTURE (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL):

* Yes

« Also nice.

< Many houses in town are log structure but have been covered up. Better in
lower density areas.

> MOUNTAIN INDUSTRIAL (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL):

*No

» Good idea

« Interesting design!

« If not to sterile, use for commercial buildings, low maintenance
« Natural materials mixed with steel and concrete

« Use of color to keep it fun

» MOUNTAIN MODERN (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL): > OTHER (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL): ._ I ' 73

*No « Not river walk architecture- ugly & continued
« Yes, encourage it along with the other styles « Nod to history, but looking forward
« Like it « Allow for innovation, creativity, whimsy.

* We are not Vail

« For all new building, the town needs to adopt a
» RAILROAD/MINING (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL): homatoral P
+ Would like to see more green space on lots and
not buildings and garages taking up lot space.
These can all be integrated together to make
a very interesting scape (Victorian, Mountain
industrial, Mountain Modern,Railroad/Mining}).

« Like it.

* Yes!!!

< This is our history, highly encourage this style. Look to Telluride, very
successful. This can work blended with Victorian, love rust with bright victorian

colcy < Any of these “character” definitions are fine and
appropriate.

» OTHER (MATERIALS, STYLE, DETAIL): + New construction should utilize a mix of building
materials to create

« Hate the enclave and Minturn townhomes. « The only local style we should avoid is Beaver

+ No more stucco, cheap-looking buildings!

« Need better Design Guidelines so we don’t get another enclave or
Minturn town home development.

« Learn from the past, do not copy it

« Craftsman, exists but much has been lost. Great details and use of
wood. Good use of massing and scale for Minturn

< Avariety is fun and important. 1t does not work only when it is done badly
or cheap as to often it is. It is more important to have people that care
about their homes and businesses and good arhitecture will follow.

« Not “mountain” architecture being overused in Beaver Creek, Vall, etc.
« Colorful, Victorian could be a start. Not overly ornate.

Creek style — stone, mass
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» RETAIL/BUSINESS:

« More professional space/ offices would help bring daily workers to use local
businesses

« Consistency in size and materials

« Small signs, need to remain to scale

* Yes, keep them open

« Scale has to match scale of business, bright colors, consistent height,
consistent size match storefront

« Stronger downtown

< Business need to be clustered to encourage shoppers

» ARCADE:

+ [No repsonse]

» COMMERCIAL:

« The downtown district is difficult because of mix of residential and commercial in
the “downtown” area

« Yes, to fit to scale of town

« Formal and understated

» DIRECTIONAL:

« Yes, we need these for parks, parking, etc.

« Just street signs maybe limited directional

« Clearly understood

« Easy to read

« CDOT signs are the only ones allowed on the highway and ironically they are
the ugliest without character/ personality

» EDUCATIONAL/INTERPRETIVE:

« Historical information would be nice

« Historical plaques on buildings — walking tour

< Understated, but fun to read/educational learning
« EIk, river historic self guided tour

» INFORMATIONAL/GATEWAY:

« If we were to acquire Meadow Mountain parking lot — keeping plenty of public
parking, but landscaping and paving appropriately

« Information kiosk at entrance to town

< Very important setting the stage

» KIOSK: : -“"i

*Yes Y
« Not necessary.
« For elk viewing

» BANNER:

< Announcing events

+ Have a sign down by Dowd Junction

« Tell people about market and what is going on in town

 Repetitive is good, fun to display

« Over street as in old days- advertise for the market, jazz, July 4th...

» SIGNAGE LIGHTING/MATERIALS:

< Appropriate size and design review sign requirements in code
« Depends — need more examples and study

« Stoplight if Ginn goes in

« Neon OK, if appropriate

« No backlit

« Light Highlighting sign

< Too many stupid signs on the highway, they are every 20 yards
« Retail important, wood preferred, limit neon

» TEMPORARY:

« Only for a short time and then take down

04.02.08
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S.W.O.T. RESULTS: NORTH MINTURN

Sub-Area #1:North Minturn

Strengths

* Minturn Mile

+ Dowd Junction

+ Elk — winter range — needs to be protected.
+ Meadow Mountain Trail

* Grouse Creek trail - winter and summer

+ Open Space both sides of highway.

« River corridor

Weaknesses

+ US Highway 24 (trash, potholes, and width)
+ Business Park (visibility and access)

+ Game Creek

+ Eagle River Inn - closed business

Opportunities

+ Railroad yard needs vision.

+ Old ice house redevelopment

+ Meadow Mountain — preserve as front door.

+ Bike path — along river to connect with regional path. §

« Rail Corridor (commuter train)

+ Old depot - Potential redevelopment/station
location.

+ Wildlife - use wild life as an asset — incorporate itinto
Minturn promotional materials.

+ Expand nature trails — summer and winter.

« Forest Service Land - Potential retail/educational
uses.

Threats
« Forest Service Land sale (parking lot, inappropriate S.W.O.T. ANALYSIS KEY
development)

+ Mud and rock slides adjacent to Highway 24. [  strengths

+ Vail Resort Land/rail yard — Need to pursue [  Weaknesses
acquisition. "

* Railroad - stacking cars [0 opportunities

- Threats
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S.W.O.T. RESULTS: DOWNTOWN MINTURN

Sub-Area #2: Downtown Minturn

Strengths

+ Downtown Restaurants
+ Walkability

« Architectural Character
+ Quirkiness

+ Mixed-use

« Amphitheatre

+ Minturn Market

Weaknesses

+ Empty store fronts

+ Enclave development along river south of
Mann Avenue

* New townhome development on hillside —
no character

« Eagle River Inn vacant

* Minturn Market traffic

Opportunities

+ Enhance River wildlife

« Eagle River — activities

+ Mixed-use at Turntable Site

+ Undeveloped RR land

+ Landscape waterfall area at downtown

+ Gateway Signage

+ Minturn; where it all started, something
different, future, “off beat” art and music venues

+ Reopen Eagle River Inn to bring people
Downtown

« Affordable Housing

« Commuter Rail Access

+ Cowboys and Indians building is land mark in
Minturn

* Needs Defining Character ot 3 |

* Thematic destination for retail and services r S ST ok e g ! a pi g Strengths

+ Expand downtown north across bridge along 3 -~
riverfront (mixed-use including shops, - )
restaurants, offices, residences) h £y \ ; whHAL : Rl s, i Opportunities

* Minturn radio 107.9 ] ; ]

Weaknesses

Threats

Threats
+ Traffic on Main Street o 100 200 400Feet @
[ _mm  mm
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S.W.O.T. RESULTS:

Sub-Area #3: South Minturn

Strengths

« Little Beach Park/Amphitheater

+ Eagle River

« Cliffs

« Wildlife/Elk

+ Martin Creek —-“Open Space” Wildlife
+ Maloit Park

« Artists/Artisans

+ Open Space/Trials

Weaknesses

+ Highway - visual impacts

+ Parking (not enough, nor well organized and
hazardous locations within Highway R.O.W.)

« Traffic (speeds and volume)

+ Commercial Vehicles (parked in neighborhood/traffic)

+ Lack sidewalks along Highway

« Lack of public facilities

+ Commercial light pollution/freeway lights

Opportunities

« Railroad Corridor (utilize for trail)

+ Cemetery Road properties — limited redevelopment
potential (if carefully designed)

+ Martin Creek reservoir easement — Battle Mountain
project increase potential for recreation

+ Access to trail

+ School district partner with town in redevelopment
of affordable housing

« Art Center (Maloit Park)

» Water Treatment Area (Recreation)

+ New housing on Forest service “Bone Yard”

+ New public facilities on Forest Service Land

« Forest Service land - pocket parks and formalized
trail access i b ! 7 ; ! i ; e

» Maloit Park & USFS Boneyard Parcel- Open Space/ " L L ; : ; : ; Hin 1 [0 strengtns

Public Facilities R i ; i ;
% i S : 2 ri . ¥, 4 - Weaknesses

Threats ! . e . - 8 A A 3 =3 i, ke A I:I Opportunities
+ Light pollution from Battle Mountain development ; . i JEEE: i : ; : ; S [ hreats

S.W.0.T. ANALYSIS KEY

and light industrial at entry to Maloit Park
o 100 200 400 Feet @
[ = ]

Mountain development

+ Development impacts on wildlife, Maloit Park Open
Space and across river from proposed Battle

r i
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MINTURN RECOMMENDED PLANT LIST

MINTURN, CO RECOMMENDED PLANT LIST

LARGE DECIDUOUS TREES

DECIDUQUS SHRUBS

Genus Species Common Name
Celtis occidentalis Common Hackberry
Fraxinus pennsylvanica "Summit' or 'Patmore' |Summit Ash or Patmore Ash
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis 'Skyline' & cultivar|Skyline Honeylocust & other cultivars
Gymnocladus dioicus Kentucky Coffeetree
Populus acuminata Lanceleaf Cottonwood
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak
Quercus macrocarpa Burr Oak
Ulmus carpinifolia 'Homestead' Homestead Elm
Ulmus americana 'Pioneer' and cultivars Pioneer EIm and other cultivars
EVERGREEN TREES

Genus Species Common Name
Juniperus scopulorum 'Cologreen' Cologreen Juniper
Picea pungens glauca 'Colorado Green' Colorado Green Spruce
Pinus edulis Pinon Pine
Pinus ponderosa Ponderosa Pine

SMALL DECIDUOUS TREES

Genus Species Common Name
Amelanchier alnifolia Saskatoon' Serviceberry
Aronia arbutifolia 'Brilliantisima’ Brilliant Chokecherry
Artemesia filifolia Sand Sagebrush
Caryopteris x clandonensis Blue Mist Spirea and cultivars
Chrysothamnus nauseosus 'Graveolens' Rabbitbrush

Cotoneaster divaricatus Spreading Cotoneaster
Cotoneaster lucidus Peking Cotoneaster
Potentilla fruticosa Bush Cinquefoil and cultivars
Prunus besseyi Western Sandcherry

Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low' Gro-Low Sumac

Rhus trilobata Three leaf Sumac

Ribes alpinum Alpine Currant

Rosa x_harisonii Harison's Yellow Rose
Salix irrorata Blue Stem Willow

Salix exigua Coyote Willow

Sheperdia argentea Buffaloberry

Spirea nipponica 'Snowmound' Snowmound Nippon Spirea
Syringa meyeri Meyer Lilac

Viburnum lantana Nannyberry

Yucca filamentosa Adam's Needle
EVERGREEN SHRUBS

Genus Species Common Name

Juniperus chinensis 'Holbert' Holbert Juniper

Juniperus communis 'Alpine Carpet’ Alpine Carpet Juniper
Juniperus communis 'Effusa’ Effusa Juniper

Pinus mugo " Slowmound' Dwarf Mugo Pine

Genus Species Common Name
Acer ginnala 'Flame' Flame Amur Maple
Acer glabrum Rocky Mountain Maple
Alnus tenufolia Thinleaf Alder
Amelachier x grandiflora'Autumn Brillance' Autumn Brillance Serviceberry
Amelanchier canadensis Shadblow Serviceberry
Crataegus crus-galli 'Inermis’ Thornless Cockspur Hawthorn
Crataegus mollis Downy Hawthorn
Malus Coralburst Coralburst Crabapple
Prunus padus Mayday Tree
Syringa reticulata 'lvory Silk' lvory Silk Japanese Tree Lilac

VINES & GROUNDCOVERS

PERENNIALS AND ORNAMENTAL GRASSES

Genus Species Common Name
Arctostaphyllos uva-ursi Kinnickkinnick

Campsis radicans Common Trumpetcreeper
Euonymus fortunei 'radicans’ Radicans Wintercreeper
Galium odoratum Sweet Woodruff

Mahonia repens Creeping Oregon Hollygrape
Polygonum aubertii Silver Lace Vine

Sedum spurium Dragon's Blood Sedum
Veronica pectinata Blue Wooly Speedwell

Genus Species Common Name

Calamagrostis acutifolia 'Karl Foerster' Karl Foerster Feather Reed Grass
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides Plumbago

Delosperma nubigenum Hardy Yellow Iceplant

Festuca ovina 'Boulder Blue' Blue Fescue

Gaillardia aristata Blanketflower

Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass

Heliopsis hellanthoides 'Summer Sun' Summer Sun Heliopsis

Iris cultivars Iris cultivars

Miscanthus sinensis 'Purpurascens' Purple Maiden Grass

Nepeta x faassenii Catmint

Penstemon palmeri and cultivars Palmer Penstemon and cultivars
Stipa tenuissima Mexican Feather Grass
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COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

e Survey Notebook
NG5 To 3 il Conclusions & y
: e Her‘ommendatmns
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Conclusions &
Recommendations

Conclusions & Conclusions &
Recommendations Recommendations

a graal wealih of infarmnation. Faolow-up
le: frorm WWSS0GE i nf the:
tequast information that will be helpil to
you in furure community planning efforts

= The shopping analysis (lcakage study)
indicates substantial lcakage for cortain
types of goods from the Town of Minturn:
#GEroerizs

ﬁ Agreement — Most Important
E# issues facing Minturn

= Development of Gilman property
= Preservation of small town character
= Traffic on HWY 2:

*Lawnigardzning supplics
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2005 TOWN OF MINTURN COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

Conclusions &
Recommendations

ﬁ Agreement — Recreation
W Facilities

+» ECD bike / padestrian trai
= Recreation center

Conclusions &
Recommendations

ﬁ Trend |dentification: Concarns
L

=Preszrvalion of small town character

» Economic Development

Conclusions &
Recommendations

Agreement — Allocation of
Resources

~ Recreation
# Traffic improvements

Conclusions &
Recommendations

High walue and low community
b of comcern in the following

= Claan smirenmart

Conclusions &
Recommendations

%ﬁgreement — Zoning

» Requirement evelopers ta pay
impact f2 )
= Siricter requiramenis on open
itations on bullding height
= Sfricter requirements on density (6
# Energy efficiency reguiremeants (56
» Restrictions on lat coverage (509G

Conclusions &
Recommendations

= Use the

responses

= Share the information

= Future Surveys: Trand
aralysis
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