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Town of Minturn 
 
Planning Commission Agenda 
April 27, 2011 
 
 
Regular Session - 7:00 p.m. 
Minturn Town Hall – 302 Pine Street 
 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm by Chairman Stuart Brummett.  Also 
present were Vice-Chair Lynn Teach, Melissa Decker, Tim Osborne and Michael 
Gallagher. 
 
Town Planner, Chris Cerimele, was present. 

Approval of Agenda Items 
 
M. Gallagher made a motion to approve the agenda.  L. Teach seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 5-0. 
 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes from March 23, 2011 
 
M. Gallagher made a motion to approve the minutes with amendments.  T. 
Osborne seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0. 
          
Public Comment – none 
 
Action Items – none 
 
Discussion Items 
 

 Open Space Requirements for subdivisions and planned unit 
developments 

 
Chairman Brummett distributed a handout with suggested changes to the 
proposed language. This handout proposed revising the size of a subdivision that 
requires a dedication of land from 5 to 2 acres.  Stuart wanted to allow the open 
space area to be counted towards the required snow storage area for a 
development.  He also wanted to clarify the language so the Town would not 
have to assume ownership of land that is set aside for open space. 
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M. Gallagher raised concerns that the proposed regulations could be 
considered a property taking.  M. Decker disagreed with his assessment and 
said that under the case Nollan v. California Coastal Commission, as long as 
there was a rationale for the open space requirement, it cannot be considered 
a taking.  She added that planned unit developments and subdivisions of land 
create additional demands on the town and are a rationale for the open space 
dedication.  
 
A discussion ensued regarding the ownership structure of dedicated land for 
parks and open space.  A conservation easement and recreation easement 
were contemplated.  A consensus was reached that the Town should not have 
to assume ownership and responsibility for maintaining dedicated open space 
land. 
 
M. Gallagher brought up the issue of what should trigger the amount of required 
open space- residents generated by a project or the size of the area being 
developed.  M. Decker stated it was both.  
 
Chris Cerimele concluded that he would take the comments from the meeting 
and compile them into a simplified set of regulations that pertain to open space 
requirements for subdivisions and planned unit developments. 
 
Planning Department Update 
 
Chris Cerimele provided an update on the Maloit Park annexation.  He stated 
that the School District agreed to provide 3.0 acres for active recreation fields 
and that Town Council was close to voting on the agreement. 
 
Commissioner Comments 
 
The Commissioners requested information on the Eagle Valley land swap and 
CDOT’s plan for their maintenance facilities.  
 
Adjournment 
 
L. Teach made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  M. Gallagher 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 5-0.  


